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MANY of the early voyages are rendered im- 
portant by discoveries, and the rucagerne^ 
of the narrative is compensated by the magnitude 
of the tran fad ions. 

This character, hbwever, does not in general 
apply to travels undertaken at a very remote period. 
In travels, defcription b the principal part to be 
regarded ; and elegant, or accurate defcription, 
is fcarcely to be expected when fcientidc travel- 
lers were few, and philofophical remarks on coun- 
tries or cuftoms, on laws, religion, or govern- 
ment, were rather incidental than intended. 

Cramped often by a narrow education or a 
narrow mind, and tied down to purfuits little 
favourable for deep and comprehenfive refearch- 
es, a majority of the travellers before the Seven- 
teenth century can now only amufe the anti- 
quary, who values what is rare more than what 

Vol. XL B 
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is excellent; white' general reader* would reap 
rather difgult thai? entertainment from their pe- 
rn fa 1. 

We have therefore beerr induced to commence 
thi4 department of our work, at an era which 
rnay oiford ua an opportunity of recording a con- 
fiderable number of fuch interefting modern tra- 
vels, as have gained deferved. celebrity , and will 
be read with avidity while the Englifti language 
endures. 

To felecl from (lores fo copious and fo valuable, 
is ho very eafy talk ; to pleafe every tafte, and 
include every article worthy of diftinction, we 
know to be impoffible. Animated, however, by 
a defire to render our volumes deferving the pub- 
lic patronage, we fliall fedufoufty attend to fuch 
objeds as may beft promote the ends we have in 
view. 

It will appear that we have generally adoered 
'to chronological order in our feries both of Voya- 
ges and Travels j and for rarlbns which carry 
conviction along with them. This is not intended 
as a work on geography; and any attempts to 
generalize, under diflin6t heads, would not only 
be futile, but inconfiftent with the nature of our 
plan. The order of time will beft difplay the 

(' >rogrefs of tafte and obfervation on thofe whofe 
abours fall under our review; and if we carry 
our readers from one country, or from one conti- 
nent to another, in rapid fucceffion, and fome- 
times retrace the fame fteps with other guides, 
We are fatisfied that this will require no apology 
to the difcerning, and only needs to be known to 
be approved. 

Without farther preface, we (hall therefore be- 

g'm with travels undertaken about the middle of 

I the 



N0KW AT, <L&TLk*P, *tn» f CtLAN D. #> 

the feventeenth century, and cany them down to 
the prefent time.* 

When Frederick III. of Denmark, poflefled 
the throne, he was anxious to advance the trade 
of his kingdom ; aware that the riches of indivi- 
duals and the resources of government muft refolt 
from faccefsfui commerce. To forward this ob« 
jeer,, he eftablifhed two companies of merchants 
at Copenhagen; the one an Iceland company, 
and the other a Northern company. 

The latter having obferved that the trade to 
Norway was very productive, prefeoted a petition 
to his Danifh Majefty in the beginning of l653 
representing, that many advantages would accrue 
from profecuting difcoveries to the north, whence 
fevcral valuable merchandizes might he imported* 
To this requeft the royal fan&ion was readily 
given ; and the company was empowered to ex* 
tend their intercourse with the northern nations' 
as far as it might be found eligible. - 

Immediately, feveral fhips were fitted ont on 
this fcheme; and a French gentleman, in the me* 
dical line, from whofe journals we have abfira&t 
ed the following pages, being, then, at Copenha* 
gen, and hearing that it was recommended to tbe> 
company by his majefty to make all poftible dis- 
coveries and obfervations in the countries thejr 
vifited, procured the appointment of furgeon to, 
one of the (hips, that he might have an opportn* 
nitv of gratifying his curiofity and difplaying his, 
talents in .an honourable and unexpenfive man* 
ner. How well he was* qualified for obfervation 
the following pages will Ihew. 

We embarked, fays our author, in the begin* 

ning of April, 1653, and left Copenhagen with 

two fries in -company. We icon arrived at Cat* 

B 2 gat* 
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gat, theftracght whichtdivides the German from 
the Baltic Sea, extending about forty leagues from 
Elfinorc to.Schagerhort, a paflage full of rocks, 
and confequently dangerous. 

When we got abreaft of Mailftrand, a fmall 
fea port about thirty leagues from Copenhagen, 
the* wind beat us back, and forced us to anchor 
in a creek called Schalot, where we rode under 
the ca&le, which appeared ruinous, and is only 
famous tor its. well-known promontory. 

Here, we ftaid thirteen days, when the wind 
ihifting into a favourable quarter, we proceeded 
on .our .voyage, and foon reached Chriliianfand, in 
Norway, where there is a commodious port. Next 
Say we (leered for Chriftiana, or Obflo, the capital 
of one of the five governments of that kingdom. 

As foon as we arrived here, we landed to deK- 
vcr our letters to the company's agents, who gave 
ns<a very, cordial reception. One of them, on 
hearing I was a ftranger, and had been recom- 
mended by a perfon belonging to their fociety, be- 
haved with much civility, and after ihewibg mfe 
the place, ordered one of his fervants, who ipoke 
French, to attend me in a ihort excursion up the 
eountry. 

Early next morning we rode to a large village 
named Wiiby, the capital of Gothland, celebrated 
in hiftory for having been the fcene where the fam- 
ous marine code of laws was formed. The houfes 
here are very low, and built of wood, with a co- 
vering of turf, and have no windows, except a 
lattice on the top, to admit the light 

The peafantry of Norway are remarkable for 
their fimplicityand hofpitality. The women have 
generally red hair, and make excellent houfe- 
wives. They are courteous to ftraagers, and 

are 
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pre employed in tending the cattle, and in febri* 
pating cloth for the ufe of the famtlyt 

As w« were returning towards Chnftiana, wt 
met one of the neighbouring gentlemen, attended 
by two fervants and a pack of bounds, going to 
bunt fine elk, who politely invited us to partake 
of the diverfion. After we had rode about a 
wile, the huotfman apd fome more attendants 
and peafants joined as* when we proceeded to 9 
wood, at the entrance of which we dismounted, 
and left our borfea in the care of a. domeftic. 

Scarcely bad we advanced forty yards within 
the cover, before we perceived an elk, which 
inliantly dropt, being feized,, as we were told, 
with a kind of fit to which they are fubject, and 
from whence they derive the name of elk, figni- 
fying a miferable. creature. Had not this accir 
dent happened, I believe it would irave been dif- 
ficult to have brought him down; for when we 
roofed another, foon after, after a chace of two 
hours we were not likely to have taken him, had 
he not been feiaed in a iimilar manner. He 
lulled three of the bed dogs with his fore feet 
which lofs difpirited the gentleman from purfu* 
ixig*his fport farther ; and he fept for a cart to 
carry the game we had caught to his caftle, 
where he in rifted on our accompanying him. He 
treated ua in a fplendid manner 3 and, at my do* 
parture, made me a prefent of the two left ihanka 
pf the elks we had killed ; and, to enhance the 
value of the gift, let me know, they were an exp- 
edient cure for the falling ficknefs. To this I 
replied, by my guide, that I was fucprifed, finca 
the foot of an elk had fucfh virtue in it, why the 
animal could not cure itfelf 0/ tber&me malady*. 
The jtenjjeatiin aow.busft into a 4tttfh* -wd told 

: " " b 3 
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me I was right, for he had given it to feveml 
perfons ami&ed with the faHitig iicknefs without 
effeft, and that he had long fufpe&ed the virtues 
attributed to an elk's' foot were to be clafled 
among vulgar errors, though he proceeded to ipc- 
' dry many ill efte&s produced on the human 
body by eating the elk's fleih. 

We fpent the night very agreeably at this 
gentleman's manfion, and taking our leaves next 
morning, returned to Chriftiana. After a few days 
ftay in that part, we weighed anchor for Bergen 3 
but being becalmed in our paflage, we employed 
ourfelves in catching fiih, in which we were fo 
fuccefsful, that we were enabled to keep Lent 
fome time after. 

- Bergen, the capital of a province of the fame 
name, has one of the fineft ports in Europe. It 
is a large trading town, full of merchants, and 
was formerly the feat of an archbiihop, whofe 
palace was given to the Hans Towns for their 
ancient merchants to live in, and the cloi Iters 
converted into warehoufes. Hence the inhabit- 
ants are called monks ; and are Hill obliged to 
obferve celibacy, or remove. This, however, 
•muft be rather a political than a religious re- 
it rain t in a proteftant country* 

The principal trade carried on at Bergen is in 
-fifti, of which amazing quantities are exported to 
GVttufcovy and other parts of Europe. Since the 
period of this voyage; however, its trade is not 
-confined to fiih, but extends to deals, and many 
other articles of northern produce. 

Having difchajrged our inveftroonts deftined 
for Bergen, we fet fail for Dronthein, our cargo 
being consigned' to the furveyor of the copper 
sad tilve* mine*, -ft* the- ufe rf.tbe workmen. 

Being 
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Being becalmed on our paflage, we again caught 
a groat quantity of klip-fiih, which we falted and 
barrelled. They are a fpecies of large cod, which 
live near the rocks, and from this circumftance 
derive their appellation; klippe ligni fy ing a rock. 

On our arrival at Drpnthein, we were anxious 
to unlade the mips as fait as poffible; but the 
furveyor informed us he rauft wait the* arrival of 
an officer from the mines, and -offered to fend a 
meftenger for him, whom I obtained permiffion 
to accompany. 

Early next morning, under the guidance of the 
furveyor's fervant, I fet out on horleback $ but 
the roads .were fo rugged, that we could only 
reach eighteen miles from Dronthein before night 
overtook us. We had a long wood to paf* 
through, full of wild beads, fuch as wolves* 
lynxes, and boars, which rendered travelling in 
the dark neither fafe nor pleafant. Next night; 
we arrived at the forges, where, according to the 
coftom of the country, we were entertained with 
beer, brandy, and tobacco; and our hoft thinking 
that he mould be deficient in hofpitality unlefs 
he made us- drunk, plied us fo fad with bumpers* 
-that it was impoffible to avoid a debauch. One of 
the officers of the mines, who fpoke French, on my 
expreifing a defire to . dafcend into thofe fubter- 
raneous abodes, promifed to gratify my curiofity. 

Accordingly, next morning, we proceeded a 
few paces from the forges, which are on a high 
mountain, to the mouth of one of < the mines, 
over which, was erected a machine for drawing 
up the ore, and conveying perfons down the fhaft. 

Being .fixed in a wooden bucket, I was let 
down above : fifty fathoms ; and, on reaching the 
bottom, never did I fee a more horrid proipcA 
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or what appeared a truer pi&ure of tie infer* 

Dal regions. Nothing ipet the eye but rugged 
caverns, flames of fire,, and creatines more re- 
fembling fiends than men. They* were drefted 
in black leather jackets, with leathern muffler* 
about their heads, and wore aprons, Thefe 
miners have various allotted avocations, and fomo 
not deftitute of danger. 

. The mailer miner, who defcended. with mt» 
feeing I was afraid and taken with a cold fit* 
rang a bell, which is the fignal for being drawo 
lip, and we foon afcended into a more favourable 
air. 

After dinner, the. fame gentleman who had fo 
far gratified me, ordered borfes to be got rcadf, 
that he might fhestr me the filver. mines. Oa 
lacing introduced to the furveyor, we were, each 
of us, prefeoted with a large glafs of brandy, and 
then treated with beer and tobacco. Having 
imoked and drank as long as our hoft thought 
proper, he conducted us to the forges, about + 
niile from his boufe. We foon after reached 
the mouth of a mine, and defcended as we had 
done before. The miners were clothed in a ft- 
snilar manner, and the fcene was not very dlft? 
ferent from what the copper mine exhibited^ 
Thefe mines are very productive, and confides 
Ably aid the royal revenues. 

The miners here ©ever work in winter; and 
during fpring and autumn labour no more tbavi 
.three hours before dinner, and as many after. Io 
Rummer, however, they wor^t, nine, hours in tha 
fay. The reft of their time they fpend in danc- 
ing and jollity. They receive a crown a day all 
4toyear round, and this enables them $o tffljoy 
tbtmiejves in a much «EU>re agreeable manner 

than 
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than the feature of their purfuits would feem to 
promiie. On my return to the forges, I found 
the people engaged in their ufual fports, and was 
not a little entertained with the variety of their 
humours and paftimes. 

Having feen every thing worth notice in the 
mines, the furveyor took us to his houfe, where 
we were liberally entertained in the cuftomary" 
ftyle. Next morning we took our leave, with 
thanks for the civilities received, and I returned 
to Dronthein with the mailer miner. 

In two days after we reached the port, we re- 
fumed our voyage towards the north $ but after 
proceeding a few days with a favourable wind, 
we were becalmed under the ar6tic circle 5 and 
fome of the crew being fuperftitious enough to 
believe that the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
eoaft could rule the elements, and difpofe of the 
winds at their pleafure, the captain was prevail- 
ed on to fend a boat afhore to purchafe a propi- 
tious gale ; and curiofity prompted me to accom- 
pany thofe who went on this ridiculous errand. 

.We landed at the neareft village, and foon 
found out the chief necromancer, to whom we 
found means of explaining our want of a wind' 
to carry us to Mourmanlkeimore ; but he gravely 
told us, bis power did not extend farther than the 
promontory of Rouxella. The mate, who was of 
the party, reflecting, that if we reached this fpot, 
we might eafily make the North Cape, invited' 
the necromancer on board to fettle the bargain 
with the captain. To this he readily afiented ;' 
and when we got to the ihip, the captain paid 
him about thirty-five ihillingsfterling and a pound 
of tobacco for his influence to regulate the winds 
according as we.wUhed them tp blow. When 
• tl 
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the bargain was concluded and the money paid* 
#>r importers never ought to give credit, the wiz- 
ard .tied a woollen rag, about half a yard long 
and a nail broad, to the fore-maft. On this ftrip 
of cloth were three knots, which the captain wal 
to untie, according to inftru&ions given. 

The necromancer had not been long gone* 
when the captain untied the firft knot, and in a 
ihort time after, the wind happened to fpring up 
and jblew a briik gale, which carried us beyond 
the dangerous whirlpool of Maelftroom, in which 
many fhips have inadvertently been loft. 

The wind beginning to fhift a little, the fe~ 
cond knot was untied, and we were wafted alonjaf 
till we reached the cape of Rouxella. After pafl- 
icg that point, the needle of the com£afs turned 
back feveral degrees, from which forne concluded 
that there was a loadftone in the mountain. Cer-* 
tain it is, from this unaccountable variation, we 
muft have loft our courfe, had not our pilot been 
very expert. Trufting to his own judgment, ho 
ihut up the compafs, and hung out a Hag for the 
Other fhips to follow the courfe he was fleering. 

In this fituation we remained two days and two 
nights, having nothing to depend on but the pi- 
lot's experience; but on the third day, when we 
were, got to a confiderable diftance from the 
mountains of Rouxella, the needle again refiuned 
its polarity, and we conjectured that we were 
drawing near the North Cape. 

The wind beginning to die away, the captain 
untied the third knot of the amulet, and foon af~ 
ter fuch a ftorm fet in, that we were obliged to 
drive before the wind under bare poles, expecting 
every moment to go to the bottom. However, 
On the fourth day the ftoxm ceafed* when to o.ux 

great 
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ffeat cc*icern, we found we had loft fight of th« 

ceeded, in order to reach a port to refit P 

*u . t 1 h,8 JP« r,od >» » fcarcely neceffary to obferve 
that the fele of winds, fo often mentfonedTS 
h.ftory of northern nation.,, is a mere impofture! 
but tt may not be amife to remark the principle 

Z IkE? r h ' S «-* C V ****. and the n2S 
by which fuperftition has been gulled into a b/ 
hef of the efficacy of the necromancer'l art. "fe 
perfons who pretend to fell the winds, make it 
the,r eonftant ftudy to obferve the weather, and 
from long practice and certain unerring indica- 

S , wi^ y ^ a r gene T ra J ly Predia the variation of 
the winds for fevera! days to come. Should the 

fins appear uncertain when they are applied to! 

they delay by fome artifice coming to a concluu 

fiont.ll they think tbemfelres morally fure ofthe 

wind they pretend to fell. 

:„J VrheD °?H f "PP° red conjurer affirmed that hia 
influence did not extend beyond Rouxella, he wett 

!r^T™ K ' that his obfervationi did not 
exceed rhofe limits, and that he mould rifkhis 
credit ,f he prefumed to exceed the bounds of his 
fornce. Tnfling as this fpecies of knowledge 
may appear, it is confined among a few wlvfe 

r„ h ?,r »" !y b r hi ? means kee p ^ sffis 

in fubjeaion, but lay credulous or curious fo- 
reigners under a tribute by the exercife of their 

The northern coafts are fo full of rock*, that 
the ports ai.d creeks are almoft inacceffible , and 
foraenmeelapfed before wecouldreachWardhnvg 
the chief town of Tfcniih Lapiand, where there" 
» a cafile and a gamfon, and a colfeaor fiatkmed 
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for receiving the duties irapofed on ftranger* 
trading to Archangel. 

We next failed for Waranger, and anchored 
about halt a league from the town. The captain 
being impatient to find a proper place to refit th<5 
vcflcl, and to obtain fome information relative to 
t rutlc, ordered out the long-boat, and proceeded 
direaiy to llie town. v # 

Waranger is populpus, and has a convenient 
port, bat & little frequented, that the inhabitants 
expreffed their furpriie at the fight of a fhip, and 
could give little encouragement on the fcore of 
trade, bat offered their ailiftance to refit the vef- 

"V\ r c now entered the port, and unladed- fuch 

parts of the cargo as were intended for the trade 

of tliis country, Thefe goods were locked up in 

a fcoufe near the fhore, and a guard placed to 

Watch them. 

X o fome of the principal inhabitants we pre- 
en ted bits of roll tobacco, on which they fet the 
Jiifiheit value 5 and in return they fupplied us 
* i*e mod friendly manner with dried fifh, which 
G y ufe as a fubftitute for bread, and theflefh of 
p"^" /inimals as their country produces. Their 
**ties, however, not fuiting our palates, we 
r/ 1 to the flli P for fait beef and bifcuitsj but 
s ^ ^ c Wlfhed t^e Laplanders to partake with 
* „~ foand lhe fame prejudice in favour of their 
« tare * s we felt in regard to ours. 

High thefe people are Chriftians of the Lu- 
at i r ^ rluallon > they are itill fo fuperftitious, 
■ned ^Er*iL n 7 thl ^ ^ the morning reo 



■ 



X"?Y s *i ^y retura home ' and never 

- * hole day. This may ferve to ihew 
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how fufccptible they are of unmanly and unrea- 
sonable apprehenfions. 

Both the men and women are low in ttature, 
but ftrong and a&ive. Their general features are 
broad and flat. Their eyes are f ma 11 and frequent- 
ly appear bleared. In their manners they are rude 
and uncivilized, and in difpofition lafcivious. 

The men wear veftraents made of rein -deer* 
(kins, with the hair outwards. Their coats are 
fliort, and reach down to the middle of their 
thighs; and their breeches and flock ings are 
of the fame materials as the reft of their drefs. 
Their bonnets are made of {kin, edged with grey 
or white fox fur. The caps of the women are 
made of coarfe canvafs, and their hair is twirled 
up in two rolls that fall on the fhoulders. Some 
of them wear a ruff, which they tie behind. Their 
(hoes are made of fifh-ikins with the fcales on,' 
and fomewhat refemble the wooden {hoes of the 
French peafants. 

Their huts receive no light except what enters 
by the top. The whole family, of every fex and 
every age, lie down promifcuoufly on bear fkins, 
fpread in the middle of their habitation. A black 
cat in each houle is reckoned one of the moll va- 
luable appendages : the^talk to it as a rational 
creature, and in hunting and fifhing parties, it is 
their ufual attendant. 

The fhip being unladed and hauled afhore, and 
found to be more conliderably damaged than was 
expected, the captain requeued penniflion to cut 
timber to refit her, which was readily granted. 

During the interval that muftpafs before the iriip 
could be ready for failing, the fupercargo thought 
it might be advifablc to try to puih a trade m 
Vol,. XI. C tb 
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t^e .country, and in this fcheme he enjoined me 
and two others to attend him. 
,. We fet out on the 12th of May, taking with us 
fome cloth and tobacco for trade, and beef and pork 
for fubfiftence, accompanied by three of the na- 
tives of Waranger, wlurwere to be our guides 
and porters. We followed them for many hours 
through woods, mountains, and valleys, without 
meeting a living creature ; and the firft animated 
v objects we faw, were two white bears of a prodi- 
gious fizz, which fled as we approached. . 

An hour; before night, as we were defcending* 
a mountain, we faw at its bottom about a dozen 
boufes lying difperfedly, and a little beyond them 
a herd of rein- deer, On our arrival at the village, 
our guides conducted us to a hut, where, being 
weary with our journey, we were glad to repofe 
ourfelves. We prefented our hoft with a piece 
4f roll tobacco, which he received with theutmoft 
demonftrations of joy, afluring us that he had not 
met with iuch a valuable prefent for the fpace of 
nine months. In return, he brought his brandy 
pottle, fome rein-deer flefli and dried iifli, which 
we distributed among our guides, preferring for 
ourfelves the provifions we had brought along 
-with us. Having taken a repaft, we lay down on 
bear-ikins to fleep, after the manner of the coun- 
try. 

In the morning we afked our hoft if he had* 
any articles to offer in barter for cloth and tobac- 
co, when he anfwered in the affirmative, and pro- 
duced fome wolf, fox, and white, fquirrel Ik ins, 
and farther informed us, that his neighbours had 
the fame kind of commodities, and would be glad 
to traffic .with us. 

Having 
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Having pnrchafed' the cargo of furs belonging 
to our hoft, and paid him, partly in tobacco and 
partly in cloth, we entered on a trade with the 
other inhabitants of the village, and continued 
trucking till their ftock of marketable article* 
was exhaufled. We then folicited and obtained 
fome rein -deer to carry us farther up the country. 
Taking down a horn that hung up in his cottage; 
he went out and blew it ; on which fourteen or 
fifteen of thofe animals came running to ward's 
the hut, fix of which were immediately yoked to 
as many fledges. In one of thefe vehicles we put 
our merchandife and provifions ; another was af- 
figned to one of our guides, who understood the 
language of the Muscovite Laplander having 
difmified the other two, after remunerating thera 
in tobacco for their trouble. 

We then put on fome Lapland drefies which 
we had pure ha led, and each of us lying down in 
his fledge, was covered with a bear's ikin. At 
the back of the fledge were two leathern girths, 
into which we thruft our arms, to keep ourfelves 
fteady ; and each of us was furnifhed with a 
flick to fupport the fledge, in cafe it fliould be in 
danger of overturning by- any obftru&ions in the 
way. 

No fooner were we prepared to fet out, than 
our hoik muttered fome words in the ears of our 
cattle, which, we were gravely told by our inter- 
preter, were to explain to the animals the route 
they were to purfue. Ridiculous as this may ap^- 
pear, cuftom has rendered this muttering fo fa- 
miliar to the rein-deer, that when our hoft had 
repeated his Charge to each, they all fet off with 
amazing fwiftnefs, and continued their pace over 
hills and dales, without keeping any beaten tract 
C 3 
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till feven in the evening, when we found our* 
(elves near a large village between two moun- 
tains, on the borders of a great lake. 

Stopping at the fourth houfe in the place, and 
damping the earth with their feet, the mailer, at- 
tended by fome of his fervants, came out to libe- 
rate us from the fledges, and to unbarnefs the 
cattle. A brimmer of brandy was offered to 
each of us, on our guide informing the mailer of 
tht houfe, that we were terrified at the unufual 
mode of conveyance. 

The rein-deer, it is well known, are the chief 
folace of the Laplander : their flefh fupports him, 
their milk nourifhes him and his children, they 
carry him from place to place, and their ikjns at 
Jaft afford him clothing, while even their entrails, 
being dried, furnifti thread to make- it up. 

We were now conducted into the hut, which 
was conftru6ted, in the fame ftyle with others in 
this country, and provided with the fame accom- 
modations. We prefented our hod with a piece 
of roll tobacco about two inches long, which 
highly gratified him, and for which he cordially- 
thanked us. We alfo diftributed fmall portions 
Of the fame among the villagers, tp make them 
pur friends, and the better to fecure ourfelves 
from their depredations $. for they appeared more 
uncivilized than any with whom we had hither- 
to had any intercourfe. 

After fupper, we ftretched ourfelves on bear 
Jtkins and took our reft ; having firft purchafed 
ibme grey fquirrel (kins, a fur much efteemed in 
Denmark and other parts of Europe. 

Next day our hoft provided us with fledges to 

penetrate farther into the country. As we were 

about tp depart* the other inhabitants came to 

' . take 
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take leave, and prefented ns with foraer brandy. 
The fame ceremony being performed of wbifper- 
ing in the ears of our cattle, they fet out ; and 
we were drawn with the fame velocity as before*. 

About three in the afternoon, we arrived at a 
village confiding of eight huts, built on a higft 
mountain, by the fide of a wood, where the deer 
flopped j but no inhabitants making their appear* 
ance, we baited them with mofs, and having re- 
frefhed ourfelves in a cheerful manner, we were*' 
inclined to proceed. The rein-deer, however, 
feemed unwilling to quit the place 5 and our 
guide had recourie to a number 6f ridiculous and 
fuperftitious ceremonies to induce them to go on, 
rf e went alone into the wood, and coming out again, 
muttered fome words in their ears, which, whether 
they understood _or not, certain it is they had no 
effect on them, till he had played this farce fe- 
veral times over, when' they began to advance, 
though not with equal fpeed as before they halted. 

On enquiring of our interpreter why this vil- 
lage was deferted, he informed us that the Ki- 
lops, a race of Laplanders, to whom they belonged, 
often change their habitations, fly from ftrangers, 
and fubfiff only on what they can procure by 
hunting. 

We now descended the mountain, and about 
nine in the evening, difcovered four of the natives 
returning in their fledges from hunting) but they 
turned afide and took another road to avoid us. 
In lefs than an hour, we entered an exteniive 
wood, in which we heard terrible howlings, but 
faw no beads of prey. Having patted the wood, 
we defcended another mountain, at the foot of 
which we faw a village. Thither our cattle car- 
ried us, and flopping before a cottage, ftamped 
C 3 wi 
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.with their feet, on which the mailer made his 
appearance ; and having introduced ourfelves to 
him by a prefent of a piece of tobacco, he bid us 
welcome. We tupped on our own provisions, 
*nd then laid ourfelves down to reft, being hearti- 
ly tired with the fatigues of our journey, having 
travelled, according to our interpreter, in the 
courfe of that day, near forty leagues. He like- 
wife informed us, that we were now m Mufcovite 
Lapland. 

Next morning we began to make enquiries if 
liny furs were to be purchafed at this pface, on 
which the Laplanders produced white, black, 
and grey fox lkins, grey fquirrels and fables. The 
Jatter were moft acceptable, and we foon purchaf* 
cd them for cloth and tobacco. 

When we had finilhed our traffic, we fat down 
to regale ourfelves with the natives, \Vhofe con- 
verfation was extremely rude and indeceut, though 
they are lefs brutal than fome of their country- 
men. Having a few rolls of tobacco left, we 
were defirous to proceed a little farther to dif- 
pofc of them to advantage 5 and by the favour 
p£ our hoft, we were provided with Hedges and 
frefh cattle. 

Our vehicles being ready, we fet out about 
one o'clock, and ran with our former fpeed, 
through various unbeaten tracks, for more than 
£ve hours, without meeting with a fingle habitat 
tion : when, defcending a hill, we obferved two 
huts under, a rock, a little out of our courfe. Our 
guide told us that they belonged to two Kilops, 
.who no iboner faw us, than they fled with their 
wives and families. 

Travelling two hours longer, we discovered a 
Jarge village by the fide of a river, where we ar*- 

rived 
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rived about eleven at night, and were conducted 
by our cattle to a cottage near the middle of the 
place. The mailer gave us a very kind reception, 
kindled a fire in the middle of his hut, and treated 
us with brandy, dried fifh,falted venifon, and fait 
butter and milk. This was the firft time in our 
journey that we had met with any fait provi lions, 
and as our dock of bread was already expended, 
it was peculiarly fortunate that we found fuch 
good entertainment. Our guide, however, would 
not tafte a bit of fait provi (ions, and therefore wai 
obliged to fubfitf on the frelh meat he carried 
with him. 

In the morning we were informed that the in* 
habitants of this village were deftitute.of any furs, 
and that they could only furniih us with Hedges 
and cattle to carry us on to a better market. 
Having crofted the river, we foon came to another 
village, and made up for one of the bed looking 
houfes, in order to procure fledges to convey us. to 
Kola, where we arrived about noon. 

Kola is a pretty large town, fituated on the 
fide of a river about ten leagues from the North 
Sea, having large forefts and deferts on the eafi* 
Mourmanlkeimore on the weft, and prodigious 
high mountains to the fouth. It con lifts of one 
indifferent ftreet, the houfes of which are built 
of wood and very low j but are handfdmely cover- 
ed with n(h bones, with an aperture to admit the 
light. The inhabitants appear to be very jealous 
of their wives, and lock them up, to prevent their 
having any converfation with grangers. Our 
landlord gave us ikins in exchange for our whole 
ftock of cloth, and engaged to fupply us with pro- 
vifions for our journey back, and with fledges to 
the river we had lately crofled. 
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Next morning, when we were about to depart, 
fome of the town's people enquired if our fupply 
of tobacco was exhaufted, and whether we would 
exchange it for ikins. We readily aflented to 
this propoial, and parted with all our rolls, except 
feven or eight, which we retained for our own 
ufe, and to procure fledges and a better reception 
among the natives in our way back. In this 
country, indeed, tobacco is more valuable than mo- 
ney to travel with; as a piece, the length of one's 
finger, is rated at more than a crown. The rea- 
fon of this is, that the kings of Denmark and 
Sweden have both taxed it feverely, and have ap- 
pointed colledors in all the frontier towns to ga* 
ther the imports on it. 

Our bulinefs being now difpatched, we were 
obliged to drink with our chapmen, according to 
the cuftom of the place. Every where brandy 
was die faihionable beverage, and in this potent 
liquor they indulge to an^excefs -unknown. in k 
more temperate climates. 

The entertainment being over, our fledges were 
inftantly prepared, our furs packed up, and bif- 
cuit, gingerbread, faked rein -deer flefh, and fome 
brandy furnifhed by way of flores. After another 
parting glafs with our friends, which we were not 
allowed to refufe, we fet out on our return ta 
the village we had pafled the preceding day, 

Crotling the river, we went dire&ly to our old 
quarters, where our landlord joy fully received us, 
in hopes of fharing more of our tobacco* He im- 
mediately prefented a cup of braqdy, in which we 
pledged him, and alked us if we wanted to have 
*he cattle »put to directly. On fignifying thatwe 
intended to fpen.d the night with him, he tilled 
gjiQther cup of liquor, and then ogere4 to take u& 
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to the funeral of one of his neighbours, who was 
lately dead. 

We eagerly embraced the opportunity of feeing 
the ceremonies on fuch an occafion ; and coming 
to the houfe of the deceafed, we faw the corple 
taken from the bear lkins on which it lay, and 
removed into a wooden coffin, by fix of his raoft 
intimate friends, after being firft wrapped in li- 
nen, the face and hands alone being bare, 

In one hand they put a purfe with fome money, 
to pay the fee of the porter at the gate of para- 
dife, in the other a certificate figned by the prieft, 
directed for St. Peter, to witneis that the defunct 
was a good Chriftian, and deferred admiffion into 
heaven. At the head of the coffin was placed a 
picture of St. Nicholas, a faint greatly reverenced 
in all parts of Ruflia, on account of his fuppofed 
friendlhip for the dead. They alfo put into the 
coffin a rundlet of brandy, fome dried filh, and 
rein-deer venifon, that he might not ftarve on the 
road. 

This being done, they lighted fome fir-tree 
roots, piled up at a convenient diiiance from the 
coffin, and then wept, howled, and made a variety 
of ftrange geftures and contortions, expreffive of 
the violence of their grief. When they were 
tired of noife and gesticulations, they made feve- 
ral proceffions round the corpfe, aflcing the de- 
ceafed why he died j whether he was angry with 
his wife ; whether he was in want of food or rai- 
ment ; if he had been unfuccefsful in hunting or 
fiffiing. After thefe interrogatories, tp which of 
courfe they did not expect an anfwer, they renew- 
ed their howling, and ftamped as if phrenfied. 

One ©f the priefts who attended on this folem* 
«ky, frequently fprinkled holy water on the corpfr 
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as well as the mourners. By this time wc were 
almoft dunned with noife; and being tired with 
fuch ridiculous rites, we retired to the land- 
lord's cottage, where we found his wife at home. 
She had made a fally from her place of confine- 
ment, and no fooner faw us than fappofing her 
huiband was in company, fhe began to retire to 
her corner. But being given to underftand that 
the goodman would be delayed fome time longer 
at the funeral, (he ftaid and viewed us all round, 
drew her feat near us, and difplayed a bonnet of 
her own embroidering, very curioufly executed. 

It (hould be oblerved that the wives' of the 
Laplanders make all the clothes for themfelves 
and families, and frequently embroider them at 
the edges with tinfel thread. This woman was 
neither ordinary nor ill ihaped, and appeared to 
be good humoured, and pleafed with her guefts. 
We pulled out fome of our provifions, and gave 
her of every fort to tafte. She was moft gratified 
with the gingerbread ; and having drank two or 
three glafles of brandy, ihe withdrew to her hid- 
ing place, left (he fhould be furprifed" by her huf* 
band, who afluredly would have been jealous, had 
he found her in our fociety. 

When our landlord returned, he complimented 
us with fome more brandy, a pipe, and fupper. 
To difplay his hofpitality, he produced fuch pro- 
visions as he conceived would be moft grateful to 
us, particularly fait butter, which we ate with 
bread. 

All the cottages in this village were built of 
wood and covered with turf; but, both within and 
without, they were handfomely adorned with 
fi(h- bones, curioufly inlaid. According to cuftom 

w* 
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we lay down promifcuoufly on bears Ileitis, our 
landlady alone being invifible. 

Early next morning, our iledges being ready 
and our goods flowed, we fet off, and in two hours 
were carried fix leagues. Palling between two 
hills, we law a. Laplander ikating on the fnow, 
• which feldom melts'till midfummer,arid fueh was 
the expedition he made, that he equalled the 
fpeed of the fledges. His lkates were made of 
the bark of a tree ; they were leven feet and a 
half long, about four fingers broad, and flat at 
the bottom. In one hand he carried a bow and 
in the other an arrow, with a quiver hanging at 
at his back, and a black cat to attend him, as he, 
was on a hunting expedition. He kept company 
with us for half a league, and then we parted. 

We continued our route for three days, halt- 
ing at the fame places as before, and meeting 
with the fame entertainment. On the 21ft of 
May, about nine in the evening, we arrived fafe 
at Veranger, having met with no accident in our 
excursion, and experiencing the greateft civility 
from the natives. 

Lapland lies fo near the pole, that the fun docs 
not fet for fome time in the fummer, nor rife in 
winter. The former feafon is as fultry as the 
latter is intenfely cold. This country is full of 
rocks and mountains : the DofTYine hills are of a 
frightful height, and the winds blow there with 
fuch fury, that no trees can take root. At the 
foot of thefe mountains are large marflies and ex- 
ten five forefts, with fome charming valleys, wa- 
tered with an infinite number of fprings and 
trooks. 

From the obfervations I was able to make on 
the manners and diipofitions of the natives, I can 

fafelj 
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fafely affirm, that they are remarkable for honefty 
and fair dealing, notwithstanding their ignorance 
and fuperftition. They throw the dart with 
amazing dexterity $ and are fo expert in the ufe 
of the bow and arrow, that they can hit their 
game in what part they pleafe. Neverthelefs, 
they are fo averie to war, that fooner than fervc 
or be imprefled, they quit their habitations and 
retire to the woods. 

They have plenty of fowl, which they feed 
with the grain of which they make their drink, 
and, when that is fcarce, with dried ii£h. Moft 
of the animals in this climate are white; even 
their crows may be compared to the fwan in 
beauty of colour, having nothing black about 
them, fave their bills and feet. The fifh which, 
dried, ferves as a fubftitute for bread, is called raff, 
and is firm and good eating. They have alfo 
many other fpecies of fifh 5 but having an anti- 
pathy to fait*, they cannot preferve it in inland 
places. 

In a few days after our return, the fhip being 
repaired,' the lading and ballaft taken .on board, 
we were ready to fail. Meanwhile the crew 
treated the inhabitants with brandy and tobacco, 
to keep them in good humour, as fome of our 
people were fuperftitious enough to fuppofe that 
it would be in their power, if offended, to plague 
us with adverfe winds. 

On the 26th of May, we fet fail with a favour- 
able gale, which fome imputed to the interpofi- 
tion of the Laplanders 5 but this breeze foon 

* May not nature di&ate this averfion to fait ? In fuch ft 
cold climate, did they fubfift on falted provisions, would not the 
fturvy be more likely to make ravages among them ? 

flufting, 
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Shifting, we were obliged to come to an anchor, 
©ppofite the Ifland of Wardhuys. Next day, the 
wind fettling, we proceeded to Tea, and held our. 
courfe to the north-eaft. On the 31ft, we faw 
the mountains of Greenland, at which time tho 
wind blew with fuch violence, that we were 
obliged to feek fhelter under the more. A few 
days after we reached a goods harbour on the 
coaft of fiorandia. 

Scarcely had we entered the harbour before 
we efpied the two lhips which had been feparat- 
ed from us in a (form, as previoufly mentioned. 
But though they lay near us, and we anxioufly 
wiihed to fend a boat on board, to learn the par* 
ticulars of their efeape, the gale was lb violent 
that no communication could take place for 
twenty-four hours. The impatience, on their 
part, to know our tranfa&ions was not lefs ; and 
as foon as the wind would permit a boat to live, 
one came off from each of them on board us, 
when we embraced each other with the moft ex- 
travagant joy, as people who had found friends, 
whom the deep had been fuppofed to have fwal- 
iowed op. 

A council being held, it was refolved, that a 
captain, a fupercargfo, two accountants, twenty 
teamen, and myfelf, all well armed, mould land 
with fome goods for traffic, and explore the 
country. 

Purfuant to this resolution, we went on more, 
9nd afcended a hill to look for fome habitations; 
but perceiving none, we marched to a neighbour- 
ing mountain, where we obferved five or fix per- 
fons among fome thorn buihes, who advanced 
till they perceived us making towards them, 
-when they fled with precipitation. Howev*~ 

Vox- XI. P imagir 
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imagining their track would lead us to fome vtl* 
lage, we followed jt; and as we defcended r A 
mountain, we obferved fome huts in a valley be- 
low. Directing our courfe thither, we faw thirty 
or forty men advancing with darts and arrows, in 
hoftile array, on the prefumption that we were 
enemies. 

On this we made a halt, to confult whether 
we would return to the (hips, or attack them* 
when one of the accountants propofe(L to meet 
them fingfy, and to let them know our bufinefs, 
and the reaibn of our vifit. 

This propofal being approved, he approached 
the natives, carrying with him two rolls of to- 
bacco and a keg of brandy. When he came 
within hearing, one of them, who feemed to be 
the chief, called out in the Mufcovite tongue, 
who we were, and what we wanted. . Being an- 
fwered, that we were merchants come to trade 
.with them, they aflumed a friendly confidence, 
bid him come nearer, and, to our mutual fatif- 
fa6Hon, we foon joined companies. 

Thefe people, who were Borandians, were Hill 
fhorter in flature than the Laplanders : their eyes 
were fmall, ltfce ferrets, and what is ufually called 
the white, was of a reddifh yellow. Their heads 
were large ; their faces and nofes flat and broad, 
and their complexions fwarthy. The women 
were not more captivating than the men y and 
the drefs of both fexes was nearly iimilar. Tboy 
have a cap, a jacket that reaches down to the 
knees, a ftraight pair of breeches and ftockings, 
all made of white bear-ikins, externally hairy* 
Their fhoes were formed of the bark of a tree. 
« In their manner of living, they roaft all th« 
€e(h they obtain in hunting, and eat it without: 

..fait. 
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felt. Fifh fupplies the place of bread. Their 
common beverage is water, in which juniper 
terries are infufed till they rot, and communi- 
cate an agreeable flavour to the fluid. 

Their huts are low and oval, and covered with 
£fh bones. The only light they have is admit* 
ted by the door. When thefe people can pro- 
cure brandy, they drink to great excefs j and the 
moil acceptable prefer) t that can be made them, 
is that liquor or tobacco. 

They foon exchanged their furs for all the 
.brandy and tobacco we 'had brought with us; 
and having frill a great quantity of valuable {kins 
remaining, we perfuaded them to carry them to 
the beach, to which they confented. When they 
came in fight of the mips, they (hewed marked 
admiration. Boats being lent from the fhips, a few 
of us attended fome of the Eorandians on board, 
while the reft remained on the fhore. The cap* 
tain being apprized of their fondnefs for brandy, 
filled out a brimmer for each, as foon as they got 
on deck, and added a fmall prefent of tobacco, 
on which they were tranfported with joy. 

Having purchafed their whole ftock of furs, on 
terms agreeable to bot.h parties, we enquired if 
there was any convenience for travelling in the 
country, in order to trade. They anfwered in 
the affirmative 5 but obierved, there was nothing 
to be had but furs. This was the commodity 
we wanted, and they aflured us, that we might 
meet with plenty for brandy, tobacco, and money. 

As our commifiion was pretty extenfive, we 
engaged fome of thefe people to be our guides 
into Siberia, promifing them, befides the ftipu- 
lated allowance, farther rewards, in cafe our trade 
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ihould be fuccefsfu), and they acquit themfelvek 
with zeal in ourfervice. 

The bargain being quickly concluded, the cap- 
tain gave them another cup of brandy, and lent 
them on fhore to make preparations for the in- 
tended journey. The report of their recepttoii 
was fo favourable, that their countrymen foon 
became friendly and intimate with us ; and a lu- 
crative trade was carried on between them and: 
the (hips. i 

In a few hours we were ready to fet out. Our 
two Borandian guides had brought fix fledges* 
drawn by as many rein-deer, to the water fide. 
Thefe animals, being larger .than thofe of Lap* 
land, were able to draw two men each, and the 
fledges were adapted to receive them. 

It was finally fettled, that the fupercargo, the 
two accountants, who could fpeak the Ruffian 
language, myfelf, and a feaman from each fhip, 
fliould put ourfelves under the guidance of the 
Borandians. One of the fledges was laden with 
tobacco, brandy, and cam, to the value of three 
or four thoufand pounds: in the reft we were 
diftributed according to our likings, fitting fo as 
to face each other. 

In eight hours, the rein-deer carried us twenty 
leagues, over hills and dales, and through feveral 
Woods ; but in all that extent of country we met 
do human being. We then flopped at a village, 
where we baited our cattle with mofs, their ufual 
provender, and refrelhed ourfelves with fuch pro-r 
vifions as we carried with us. We drank at a 
neighbouring fpring, and having finilhed with a 
glafs of brandy, we remounted our vehicles, and 
in three hours more, perceived a large village at 

tW 
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the foot of a mountain, where we hafiened to* 
take up our lodgings. The houfes here were 
better built than what we had lately been ufed 
to ; and we met with the fame hofpi table recep- 
tion from our landlords as in Lapland. Every 
•where, in thofe northern regions, brandy and to- 
bacco are certain paffports to friendfhip and at- 
tention. 

It will be obferved, that I have diftinguifhed 
time into day and night, though, in reality, at 
this feafon, the fun never fets. Having repofed 
for fix or feven hours, we got up, in order to 
trade with the villagers ; who, being informed of 
ear bufinefs, produced fome lkins; but they 
feemed lefs eager to part with them for brandy 
and tobacco than their countrymen, nearer the 
coaft. 

Hunting is the only diverfion and employment 
here. In lummer they kill game enough to fup* 
ply them in winter. The nefh is preferved by 
drying it in the fun, cutting it in pieces, and 
Spreading it on the tops of houfes, which is the 
only dreffing they beftow on it. They migrate 
from one place to another, are remarkably ftu- 
pid, and have very difagreeable features. The 
women, as well as the men, are dexterous hunt- 
ers. The former have their hair twitted and 
hanging down on their (boulders, and carry only 
a dick in their hands, {harp at one end, which 
ierves as a defenfive weapon; while the men 
have a quiver at their backs, and bows and ar- 
rows in their hands. Thefe are the chief diftinc- 
tive marks of the fexes; for their drefa is nearly 
the fame. 

, Having purchafed fuch furs as thefe people 
bad to fell, for filver and copper, we gave each of 
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the dealers a glafs of brandy, and remounted adt 
fledges. We now drove eight or nine hours b,»- 
fore we came to any habitation. At la ft, our 
guides perceiving a few huts, made up to them, 
but finding them delerted, we baited our cattle 
and regaled ourielves, and then proceeded on our 
journey. * * 

During fifteen hours we faw neither inhabit* 
ant nor hut ; but we now overtook three hunters 
at the foot of a hill, one of whom was drefled ia 
the Muscovite ftyle, and feemed a. man of forae 
confequence. His two companions were haSited 
like ourfelves 5 and carried at their backs various 
kinds of furs. The chief had only fome whit* 
crows and fables {kins hanging from his girdle. 

On approaching this party, one of our guides 
flopped to converfe with them, and to our great 
furprife got out of the fledge, while the ftranger 
occupied his place. We were unable, at the 
time, to account for this complaifance > however* 
wc purfued our journey above an hour longer 
through this defolate country, when, drawing 
near the brow of a hill, we perceived feveral 
houfes at the foot of it, built clofely together, 
and had a diftant perfpe£rive of the fea. 

When we arrived at the village, we Hopped at 
the houfe of the perfon who had taken our guide's 
place j and foon found he was a man of authori- 
ty, by his defiring the neighbours to regard us at 
mends. 

This village is named Vitzora 5 the inhabitants 
of which no fooner faw this gentleman in our 
company, than they battened to a Hi ft us. Our 
friend loon bartered all his fkins with us' for 
brandy and tobacco,,except his fables, which he 
did not dace to tell without a licence from the 

czar. 
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czar. Thefe beautiful furs are referved for his 
majefty, wherever they are procured throughout 
. his dominions, and it is highly dangerous for any 
of his fubje&s to attempt a clandeftinc trade in 
this article. 

Having finished our traffic with this Borandian 
chief, he fen t two of hisfervants round the village 
to invite fuch of the inhabitants as had any furs to 
difpofe of, to bring them to his houfe. Happy 
to embrace the opportunity, they foon brought 
an amazing number of all forts, except fables; 
when our cargo becoming too bulky to be carried 
in a (ledge, we de fired our landlord to favour us 
with the ufe of his bark to tranfport them to the 
Hup. In this refpeft too he obliged us, and re* 
ceived a farther recompence in brandy and to- 
bacco. 

The bark was built in the form of a gondola, 
broad in the middle and (harp at each extremity. 
It was entirely conftru&ed of wood, without fo 
much as a nail about it. Into this veffel we put 
our cargo, and, as (he was about to put off, he 
privately fhewed us thirty pair of fable fkins, 
which were paid for in money, and flipped on 
board immediately. In this, as in every other 
cafe, we fee that impolitic reftraints tempt men 
to evafions and fraud ; for though he ran the rilk 
of being fent, with all his family, as (laves, into 
Siberia, the love of gain prevailed over the dread 
of detection. 

The bark being difpatched, the fupercargo and 
accountants fat down to drink with the chief, 
wbile I took a walk round the village, attended 
by the two feamen. All the houfes were adorn- 
ed, and artfully covered with fifli bones, and 
•very cranny in the wood, of which they wer* 

>confiru&< 



32 . TRAVSL8 THROUGH* 

conftru&ed, carefully flopped up with mofs. This 
doors, as is ufual in this country, were built like 
the mouth of ovens, and at the top of the houfes 
were a kind of lattices to admit the light. 

The inhabitants were very fhort and fwarthy, 
with few perfonal attractions. They all feeraed 
induftrious j even the women and children were 
bufily employed ; fome in making fifhing nets 
of the rind of trees, others in weaving fails. In 
fhort, all was activity. 

As we were now in a country abounding with 
furs, and had not difpofed of half our commodi- 
ties, it was agreed, we fhould proceed as far as 
we found trade good, and our merchandife would 
hold out. 

Having come to this refolution, we fent back 
our guides with three of the fledges, and letters 
to the captains, to inform them of our fuccefs and 
farther intentions. We then hired a bark to 
carry us to Petzora, the capital of a principality 
of the fame name, on the north coaft of the Mus- 
covite Sea. Our landlord was pleafed to embark 
with us, and with a favourable wind, in fifteen 
hours, we reached Petzora. 

On our arrival at this place, we waited on the 
collector of the cuftoms, who aflumes the title of 
governor, and lives in the cattle. He was drefled 
in a robe of violet-coloured cloth, with a mixture 
of red 5 and on being introduced to him, he treat- 
ed us with excellent metheglin, brandy, and gin- 
gerbread, the common collation in this empire. 

As we knew this gentleman had the care of 
the czar's fables, we aiked him to fell us fome; 
and on his defiring to know how many we want* 
ed, we told him we would take all he had on" li- 
teral terms. On this he conducted us to the 

warehoufa, 
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warehoufe, where he produced five zimmers, each 
zimmer confiding of fifty pair. Some of them 
were uncommonly beautiful, and we agreed to 
give him for the whole one thoufand three hun- 
dred ducats. 

Having paid him the money, he gave us a 
fumptuous entertainment of roafted wild fowl, 
yoyng rein-deer, and frefh fiih. After this re- 
paft, we fat eigfct hours drinking brandy and 
metheglin, which I qualified by eating, now and 
then, a Mufcovy bifcuit. At length, however, 
we all had more than enough, and lay down on 
white bear-ikins to wafte the fumes of the liquor. 
After a few hours deep, we a role, when the go- 
vernor immediately prefented us with a bumper 
of brandy. 

. After breakfaft, being defirous to prolecute our 
journey through the country, our hoft ordered 
one of his officers to accompany U9, and we 
fpeedily procured as many furs, of various kindi, 
as coft us four hundred ducats ; half of which we 
paid in copper money, and the other half in gold 
and iilver. 

We again returned t* the caftle, and packed 
Bp our furs in bales, with which one of the ac- 
countants, attended by three Borandians, who 
had been recommended to us, were fent off to 
the (hip. Having difpatched this bufinefs, drink* 
ing again commenced, and after four hours co- 

Cious draughts, we compofed oqrfclves to red at 
efore. 

Next day, our fupercargo requeued the gover- 
nor would fupply us with rein-deer to carry us 
into Siberia. This favour he readily granted ; 
*nd, at the fame time, fopplied us with a ttock 
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of provisions fufficient for our journey to Papt- 
nowgorod, on the borders of that eountry. 

After making due acknowledgments to the 
governor for his many civilities, we got into our 
fledges, and travelled through intricate unbeaten 
way St without feeing any living animal, fave four 
white bears, for the fpace of fix hours. We 
then arrived at a fmall village, the inhabitants of 
which were all gone out on a hunting expedition. 
Neverthelefs we alighted and refreflied ourfelves; 
and while we were thus employed, fix men, with 
their wives and children, returned home. 

Surprifed at feeing Grangers, they were prepar- 
ing to fly, when the governor's fervant, who ac- 
companied us, allayed their apprehenfions, by af- 
furing them, that we were friends and merchants 
bound for Papinowgorod. On this, affuming cou- 
rage, they came up and viewed us with the won- 
der natural to men who have little intercourfe with 
the reft of the world. We foon purchafed their 
furs ; and they furnifhed us with Hedges to cany 
us to the mouth of the River Papinowgorod. 

Our progrefs now was through a country 
dreary in the extreme, f»nd by ways almoft im- 
pafiable, for the fpace of three hours. At the 
end of that period, on approaching a thick wood, 
we perceived five men'drefled in white bear-fkin 
long coats, each with a gun on his moulder, a 
pouch on one fide, and a knife and a fheath on 
the other. As they made towards us, our guides 
flopped the rein-deer, when the five Grangers, 
being near enough to be heard, one of them fa- 
luted us in the German tongue, and expreffed 
their wiih that they had the fame liberty with 
fes. 

Oar 
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Our fupercargo being a native of Lower Saxo* 
ny, attra&ed by the found of his own language, 
entered into converfation with the ftranger, and 
it was foon difcovered they had formerly been ac- 
quainted. The fupercargo on this alighted out 
of his Hedge, embraced him, and alked him the 
caufe of his being in this country. He replied, 
that he had been bammed into Siberia for hunt* 
ing fables, which is deemed a very capital offence, 
and is forae times punifhed with a long exile, but 
feldom for lefs than three years. 

While this conference was going on, having 
attentively viewed the four companions of this 
gentleman, I fancied I had fome knowledge of 
one of them 5 but could not recollect who he 
was, nor where I had feen him. The more I 
looked at him, the more I was confirmed in my 
opinion, that a former acquaintance had exifted 
between us 3 and I could not forbear getting out 
of the (ledge to fatisfy my curiofity. 

No fooner had I let my foot on the ground 
than the ftranger, remembering me better than I 
did him, ran and embraced me; and accofting 
me in. French, alked whence I came, and where 
I was going. Still I was unable to call him by 
bis name, when he told me he had often been in 
my company at Stockholm. On this intimation 
I immediately recognifed him, as a perfon to 
whom I had heen under conliderable obligations 
in Sweden. He was a gentleman of Lorrain, 
and had been lieutenant-colonel of a regiment of 
Mufcovite horfe. Formerly he had endeavoured 
to perfuade me to accompany him to Mofcow, 
where he promifed to procure me an honourable 
and profitable employ j but I had declined his 
propofal. 
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When I refle&ed on the appearance he made 
at that time, and the refpeft he challenged, both 
from his pod and his eftate, and compared the for- 
mer with his prefent fituation, I felt a fincere 
forrow for the change. I embraced him with 
the ardour of friendmip ; and aiking the caafe 
of his difgrace : he informed me, that the czar, 
fufpe&inghe had been lefs zealous in his fervice 
.than he might, had banifhed him to Siberia for 
three years, and that he endured miferies in this 
country beyond expreflion 5 being expofed to the 
greateft dangers in hunting wild beads for his 
lubfiftence, to the rigours of the climate, and to 
hunger, without any alleviation from others, 
which it would be deemed criminal in them to 
offer. 

He faid,they were almoft daily attacked by wild 
beads, and that they frequently found great diffi- 
culty in defending themfelves 5 that they were, 
moreover, condemned to fupply the czar's officers 
with a certain number of fables, under the pe- 
nalty of being feverely lathed on the back, till the 
blood flowed amain. 

One of his companions had been receiver ge- 
neral in one of the provinces of this extend ve 
empire, a fourth had been a major general> and 
the fifth a man of confequence alfo. They all 
united in deploring their misfortunes, and de^ 
clared that, as foon as the time of their exile was 
expired, they would take care to get far enough 
out of the reach of fuch tyrannical power. 

We now fat down on the ground, produced our 
bed provi (ions, ani defired thefe unfortunate 
men to partake wi th 11s. We even offered them 
our a (finance to efle&uate their efcape ; but this 
they aifured us was impracticable, as they were 
■ • well 
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^ell known to all the governors of the forts and 
places through which they muft pafs; and in 
cafe of their being taken, the attempt would in- 
volve us and them in certain deftru&ion. This 
reprefentation increafed our concern for their 
fate, and we all fhed tears at the idea of their fuf- 
fcrings, and the duration of them. 

Unwilling to part immediately with perfons in 
fuch a difconfolate ftate/ fome of whom we had 
known in happier days, we propofed making a 
ihoft flay with them, as our bufinefs did not 
confine us to time. They received our propofal 
with joy, and conducted us towards their huts in 
an adjoining wood; adding, that their furs (hould 
be at our fervice, except the fables; and that the 
remembrance of the happy hours they (hould now 
fpcnd in our fociety, would make months of foli- 
tude glide away more pleafantly. 

On approaching their habitations, for each had 
a feparate one, we found that neceffity had ren- 
dered thefe unhappy men ingenious. They had 
built them of fir, in a more lofty ftyle than any 
we had feen in this country; each contained 
three apartments, and had lattices at the fides in- 
ftead of windows. They flood fheltered by trees, 
and the floors were fo neatly paved with fifh 
bones, that they looked as if inlaid with ivory. 

To fecure themfelves from the wild beads, 
they had dug a trench round their dwell in gs f 
and palifadoed the infide with pofts barred with 
ftabs, on the top of which were fpikes of fifli 
bones. Thus, when the gate was fhut, they 
arc in a kind of a fortrefs. They had all forts of 
hunting, and fiihing tackle, agdr a pretty good 
ftock of falted rein-deer flefli, bifcuit, and me- 
thcglin. 

Vol. XI. ' E Wbil< 



SB TRAVELS THROUGH 

While the reft of the company fat down to re- 
gale themfelves, I retired with my friend to his hut, 
that we might converfe more freely. He related 
his different adventures, and told me, that he in- 
tended to return to JLorrain as foon as the period 
of his exile was expired. Various other topics of 
converlation were ftarted ; among the reft he gave 
me a defcription of the nature of the country, and 
the manners of the inhabitants, which were moft 
uncivilized and inhofpitable* 

When we had exhaufted the topics of conver- 
fation, we laid ourfelves down to reft, and next 
morning I rejoined my companions. 

At the request of thefe banifhed gentlemen, 
we each of us now took a gun and went into the 
woods, to examine their fnares, and fee what prey 
had been caught. Among us we killed about a 
dozen white foxes, and fome grey martens $ but 
faw none of the larger game j and as we had re* 
folved to purfue our journey in the afternoon, 
we could not employ longer time in hunting 5 but 
returned again to the huts, where we refreihed 
ourfelves in the belt manner that fuch a titration 
would allow. 

Having drank plentifully, the gentlemen forc- 
ed us to accept feveral kinds of lkins, for which 
they would take no money. However, in our 
turn we prevailed on them to receive fome brandy, 
tobacco, and cloth, which we took care ihould 
exceed the value of their pre tent. 

At parting we mutually (hed tears j and wish- 
ing them health and patience to endure their 
exile, we took our leave with regret, mounted 
our fledges,, and purfued our journey with the 
ufual expedition. 

Por 
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For the fpace of three hours we faw no habita- 
tion of man. At laft we came to a fmall village, » 
where we parchafed tome furs, and then proceed- 
ed on our way. We were now following tho 
coorfe of the River Petzora,on the banks of which 
are feveral villages, but all of them were not inha-r 
bjted . Wh erever we met wi t h a ny of the natives, 
we traded with them in an amicable manner. 

At length we arrived at a ridge of mountains, 
covered with perpetual fnow, where neither man 
nor beaft can exift. On both fides of thofe 
mountains, however, we faw vaft numbers of 
white bears and wolves, which alarmed us not 
a little, though, it is probable, that we commu- 
nicated as much fear as we felt. 

We were twelve hours in eroding this ridge, 
over which our cattle drew us with difficulty ; 
but on reaching the defcent, we arrived at a vil- 
lage, where the people wore linen thins, clofe 
buikins, and beaMkin garments ; and appeared 
a little more civilized than thofe we had lately 
been converfant with. They received us with 
civility, alked our bufinefs, and, having fold their 
{kins for ready money, hofpitably entertained us 
on dried bear and wolf's flefh, rice cakes and 
brandy. 

Having taken fome reft, we arofe and mount- 
ed our fledges, directing our courfe to Papinow- 
gorod, which we reached in twenty hours. The 
governor, being apprized of our arrival, fent for 
us to his cattle, and made the neceffary enquiries 
into our country and bufinefs. Our accountant, 
who underftood the Mufcovite language, anfwer- 
ed his queftions fatisfaSorily. Finding we were 
Danim merchants, who had ventured fo far to 
purchafe furs, he treated us in a very* friendl^ 
£ 2 mann 
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manner, and as a mark of his refpedt, fent for his 
wife to entertain us. Accordingly ihe made her 
appearance with a bottle of brandy in one hand, 
and a filver cup in the other, followed by a maid 
fervant bearing a falver with gingerbread. 

We faluted this lady according to the cuftom of 
the country, by bowing our heads. When, unty- 
ing the knot of her fliift fleeve, me let it fall to 
the ground, and the fupercargo taking it up, we 
each of us kifled it. She then furled it up again 
with her left hand; and taking the bottle and cup 
which fl)e had fet down during this falutation, 
prefented us with bumpers of brandy and fome 
gingerbread, after this ihe withdrew, and the go* 
vernor regaled us with an excellent fupper. 

The entertainment being over, we were con- 
ducted to lodgings prepared for us in the cattle; 
and, confidering the country we were in, found 
very good beds. As foou as the governor was in- 
formed we were np t he came to vifitus, bringing 
with him the cuftomary morning draught of bran* 
dy. After we had each of us taken one, the go- 
vernor afked if we would purchafe his furs, which 
we afiented to, provided we could agree on the 
price. 

The furs he produced for onr infpe6tion were 
extremely well chofen, and though they had a 
higher price affixed on, than any we had hither- 
to bought, we had no reafpn to complain of the 
terras. Having paid for our purchafe, a fervant 
was fent to invite the inhabitants to trade with 
us, and while the fupercargo was dealing with 
them, I took a walk round the town. 

Papinowgorod is advantageouily ihuated in a 
fmall plain, in the mid it o£a fine country for the 
climate, and near it flows a river well flocked 

witK 
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with fifh. The houfes are generally low, and 
meanly built of wood ; and the ftreets are paved 
with timber laid clofe together. 

The better fort of people wear a long cloth 
coat, reaching to their very toes, with clofe fleeves 
of another colour, and breeches and trackings of 
the fame fabric. Their fhoes, or rather boots, are 
of different-coloured leather* buttoned on the topi 
and their heads are covered with cloth caps, lined 
and bordered with ermine or fable. 

The women are fair, and not unpleafing in their 
features. Their hair is of a light chefnut colour, 
hanging down tp the waift, and their head-drefs 
is an oval cap. Their upper garment, like that of 
the men, depends to their feet, and is made of red, 
blue, or violet-coloured cloth, lined with white 
fox-lkin or fable. Bound their waifts they have 
a broad girdle adorned with pearls. Their fliifts 
arc of fine calico, with ileeves ruffled up from the 
wrift to the moulders, fome of which are five ells 
long, which bubdle of finery, as it is efteemed, 
prevents them from ufing the arms of their robes, 
Otberwife than as an additional ornament. 

The Siberians are grave in temper, robuft in 
body, fwift, and very dexterous in the uie of the 
crpfs-bow. At the fame time they are ignorant, 
morofe, and jealous of their women, whom they 
either lock up, or oblige to withdraw from the 
prefence of Grangers. 

Their religion is- a ftrange mixture of Chriftian 
and Pagan principles, dafhed with much fuperfti- 
tioo. Their judicial proceedings, 'however, are 
equitable and terminated with much expedition. 
Here there are no pettifoggers who, under .pre-* 
fence of afferting the rights, of the diftrelTed, rob, 
£3 ther- 
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them with the greater impunity, or prey upon 
ignorant opulence: every court is a court of equity. 

After purehafing all the furs at this place, 
which were enough to load more than one fledge, 
and finding our merchandife and money not yet- 
expended, the fupercargo refolved to proceed far- 
ther, and then to return to the (hips through Sa- 
mojedia. ' 

As. our brandy, however, fell fhort, we pur- 
chafed a fupply of the governor, who likewiie 
contracted to furnifli us with provisions for twelve 
days more, and for fledges to carry us the remain- 
der of our journey. Having fettled all our deal- 
ings with this gentleman, we were obliged to 
fubmit to a debauch with him, without which it 
was impoffible to get away on friendly terms. 

Setting out, we purchafed furs of the Siberians 
as we proceeded, and in the fpace of a day's tra- 
velling, we eroded the Itipbean Mountains, and 
entered Samojedia, a defolate country full of ju- 
n i pers, firs, and other ar&ic produ&ions. Inftead 
of graft,. it produces mofs; and in many places 
was covered with fnow. To our no fmall terror, 
we met with white bears, wolves, and foxes in 
our way. 

, The Samojedes, in the Ruffian language, figni- 
fies men-eaters. Xhis denotes the barbarity of 
the natives; but it does not appear that the term 
can be applied to them in its worft acceptation. 
They are rather miserable than criminal in their 
general modes of life. They have no towns; but 
live in tents or caverns, according to the feafon of 
the year. The fummer months they employ in 
Securing a flock of fifh and flefli; and when win- 
ter fets in, they retire to their fuhterrancous 
abodes, where they live by lamp-light on the 

wretched 
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wretched fare they have laid up. Though im- 
mured in the bofom of the earth, a mid It fmoke 
and iiench, for eight months in the year, they are 
far from being diiconteuted with their fituation; 
and Olearius informs us, that they once lent two 
of their deputies to the court of Mofcow, who 
told the czar, that if he knew the charms of their 
country and climate, he would certainly chufe to 
come and live among them. This principle, fo 
common in human nature, of being attached to 
one's native foil, is the iburce or] many enjoy- 
ments, and conceals the want of many comforts ; 
for, as an elegant author remarks, " the croaking 
of frogs in one's native fens, is fweeter than the 
note of the nightingale in diftant climes." 

On our afcending Mount Stolpen, whence ilTues 
the River Borfagatz, we arrived at fome huts, where 
we halted, in order to refreih purfelves and our 
cattle , and exchanged) with the inhabitants, bran- 
dy for wolf, caftor, and other ikins. They had 
a quantity of fables, which they could not be pre- 
vailed on to part with on any terms, though our 
Borandian guide endeavoured to perfuade them 
there could be no danger of a difcovery, as we 
were not to pafs through any place where officers 
were empowered to fearch for prohibited goods, 
in our return to our ihips. AU our arguments,. 
however, had no effect till they were well primed 
with brandy, when they parted with their whole 
collection. 

We repofed at one of the chief huts of the vil- 
lage; our landlord and his family ileeping with us 
on bear-lkins without distinction. Having en- 
joyed a few hours reft* I was awakened by the 
noife our hoft made to rouie his domefiics and 
children, oil of whom went put. I had the cr 

xio; 
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riofity to follow them at a fmall diftance, when I 
obferved them falling down on their knees, and 
lifting up their hands and eyes to adore the fun, 
the objeft of their worihip. 

The Samojedes are ihorter and thicker than the 
Laplanders. They have, like them, large heads, 
flat faces, and a fwarthy complexion. They have 
little hair; and they cover their heads with a 
round fur cap. Their rttfn coat reached down to 
their knees, and is fattened round their waift with 
a girdle. They have alfo breeches, flioes, aud 
blockings made of the fame materials as their coats, 
with the Jiair externally. Over their fhoulders 
they throw a black bear's-ikin, with the feet dan-* 
gling at the four corners. This cloak is placed 
obliquely on the left fide, that the right arm may 
be more at liberty to ufe their bows and arrows. 
On their feet they wear a kind of ikates, two 
. feet long, with which they Hide with prodigious, 
fwiftnefs over the frozen fnow that incefiantly 
covers their mountains. 

The women, if poffiWe, are lefs attractive than 
the men. They are capable of enduring great 
fatigue., and afliduoufly breed up their children in 
the xxic of bows, which they handle with great 
dexterity. They are drefTed nearly like the men, 
except about the head. A lock of twilled hair 
bangs down to their ihoulders, at the extremity 
flf which is a knot formed of a long flip of bark, 
which depends to their very heels. In this con- 
iifts their principal finery. They hunt with their 
huibands, and are equally expert in the ufe of 
their weapons. -Conjugal fidelity is ftri&ly ob- 
ferved, and the pnniihment annexed to a viola- 
^HmW'-itjJon either ♦fide^ is capitaL 

. - paving 
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Having traverfed the province of Samojedia, 
tad trafticed as we proceeded, after twelve days 
journeying from Papinowgorod, we again reached 
the coait of Borandia, without any memorable 
occurrence* Having put our goods on board, and 
difcharged our Borandian guide, we embarked, 
and foon after weighed anchor. 

We now left the coaft of Borandia with a fair 
wind, and pext day brought to near the fhore oif 
Zembla, where we obferved about thirty perfons 
proftrate on their knees worfhipping the fetting 
fun. A confultation took place, how we could 
open an intercourfe with thofe people ; as it was 
conjectured they were more favage and ihy thap 
any we had yet feen. It was reiolved to fend out 
three long-boats, with ten men. well armed, in 
each, that, in cafe of an attack, we might be prer 
pared for the event. , 

On this fervice I was one. When we were 
within, fome diiiance of the fliorc, the lavages got 
up from their devotion, and, difcharging their 
arrows at us, fled with iurp riling iwiftnefs. 

No fooner had we reached the fhore r than we 
landed, and purfued the route they had taken, in 
hopes of making foroe of them our prifoners ; 
bat we found it impoffible to overtake them \ 
though we continued the purfuit till we ap- 
proached fome fnowy mountains. 

Advancing (till farther into the country, we 
came to a riling ground, on which was erected a 
piece of wood very rudely carved in the figure of 
a man ; and before it were two of the natives, ou 
their knees, with their arms lying by them. This 
idol was called Fetizo, and was an object of ador- 
ation, an well as the fun. The moment thefe de- 
votees, peroeived us, they fled to *u adjoining 

woe 
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wood of firs r and, as night was drawing on, we 
discontinued our purfuit. ' 

"Finding it impoffible to have any commercial 
jnfercourfe with the Zemblians, we directed our 
courfc towards the Straights of Weygats, to catch 
fea-horfes. Keeping near the fhore, we launched 
our long-boats, with eight harpooners in each, 
t>efides the rowers. For three days we had no 
fuccefs; but, at laft, obferved two prodigious 
fifli approaching us, one of which had a Targe 
horn in his forehead : when the harpoons were 
thrown at him on a] 1 fides, and the ropes, to which 
they were fattened, let loofe, while the boats re- 
tired, to be out. of the danger of his flruggling. 

At laft the fifb, which was a fea-horie, coming 
to the furface of the water, a proof of his being 
exhaufted, the men drew it to them with the 
ropes, and cutting off its head, threw the body 
into the fea, as being neither fit for food nor oil. 
The teeth and horn, however, of this animal are 
extremely valuable; the former being equal to 
ivory, and fuperior in the permanence of its 
whitenefs. The horn was ten feet long, and very 
heavy : from the root, which was as thick as a 
man's leg, it gradually tapered to a point. 

One of the boats coming too clofe to the other 
fiih, and not retreating with fufficient fpeed, had 
the misfortune to be overfet by the violent lam- 
ing of his tnil. By this unfortunate accident two 
men were drowned; neverthelefs, the fifli was 
taken ; a pppr qompenfation for the lofs he had 
©ccafioned. 

We were now four {lays without feeing any 
more of thofe animals, and were preparing to 
quit our ftation, when we perceived four very 
Urge fea-fyories, three of whicii we had the good 

fortune 
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fortune to fecure ; but they were all deftitute of 
the horn in # the forehead. Soon after, wecaught 
three more, one of which had a horn. 

In a few hours after this fuccefs, we efpied 
three others, and fecured one, each of whofe great 
teeth weighed twenty-nine pounds. In addition 
to thofe, we caught five more fea-horfes, before 
we quitted this ftation. 

At laft, perceiving our fport to fail, we took 
the advantage of a north-eaft wind/to fail towards 
Weygats, in hopes of palling thofe ftraights. We 
puriued our courfe with little interruption for 
thirty-fix leagues 3 but the immenfe bodies of 
ice now blocked up our paflage 5 hence the ap- 
pellation of weygats, which fignifies impaflable. 
Coming to an anchor on the eaftern coaft of 
Zembla, one of the feamen landed, when, a bear 
approaching him behind, ftruck him down with 
its paw, and would have devoured him, had not 
his aflbciates (hot and killed the animal outright. 
This accident deterred the reft of the mariners 
from venturing on more. 

In a fhort time, three bears fwam up to the 
fides of the veflels, and attempted to come on 
board j but though we cut off the paws of one 
with our hatchets, and (hot the fecond with a 
mulket, the third got upon the deck, but was 
foon difpatched, as were two more, which were 
fwimming towards us. 

This reception, we flattered ourfelves, would 
bave prevented any more from attempting to 
board us } but, a few hours after, ten or twelve 
advanced as far as the ice would carry them, and 
then committed themfelves to the deep, and 
made directly for the fhips. On this occafioa 
we ufed our firearms, with fuch fuccefs, that r 
X 
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one of them efcaped. However, others purfuin£ 
thp fame courfe from the neighbouring moun- 
tains, and, being unwilling to continue expofed 
to fuch hourly attacks, we weighed and ftood out 
to the weft coait of Zembla, and, with fome dif- 
ficulty and danger, got clear of the Straights of 
We.ygats. 

At the mouth of this ftraight is an ifland, 
which appeared very verdant, being covered with 
<firs and junipers. One of the failors, landing 
here, faw a very large bird, which was too un- 
wieldy to fly. On receiving this information, I 
defired permiflion to take a party to hunt thefe 
birds, and to make difcoveries. We foon killed 
about fixty of them by various means of detrac- 
tion, and afterwards carried them on board. 

We found our game was penguins. They have 
a fharp beak, under which commences a gullet, 
that reaches down to their breaft, in the fliape of 
an urinal. They are of a browu colour, and 
web-footed. Thalr flefh was very palatable, ex- 
cept that it was too fat; however, we feafted 
more heartily on it, than we had done during the 
.whole courfe of our voyage. 

Having ftaid at this ifland two days, we failed 
with a favourable wind, and in about thirty 
.hours, arrived at the cape, where we had for- 
'xnerly feen the Zemblians worfhipping the fun j 
whom we again found employed in the fame re- 
ligious exercife. 

As his Danifli majefty was folicitous to have 

an accurate account of the produce and climate 

of Zembla $ and, for the better obtaining this in- 

. formation, had ordered the officers to bring off 

: fome of the natives, we refolved, if poflible, to 

cffc&Uate hi» willies, For this purpoie, thirty 

i- pcrfons, 
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perfons, in which number I was one, were or? 
dered to land in the long-boat; but, we had 
fcarcely got over the fhip's fide, when we defcri* 
ed a Zemblian in his boat, who, feeing us ap* 
proach, rowed fo faft, that it was impollible to 
overtake him ; and no fooner had he fet his foot 
on fhore, than he threw his boat over his ihoul* 
der, and fled with as much fwiftnefs, as if ha 
felt no encumberance. 

However, we purfued him up a hill, which we 
faw him mount; but he quickly got out of our 
fight. We therefore gave over the purfuit \ but 
as we were returning to the mips, we perceived 
two Zemblians farther out at fea, whoimmedi? 
ately made for the rocks and promontories, in 
order to conceal themfelves; but we plied our 
oars fo briikly, that we furrounded them before 
they could reach the more,, when, feeing no pofr 
Ability of efcape, they fet up a moft hideous 
howl. 

They happened to be a male and female, dreffed 
in the Ikins of the fea-calf, with the hair out- 
wards. Their waiftcoats were compofed of two 
ikins joined together, with the tails dangling, 
the one behind and the other before, down to 
their knees. Their drawers were very ftraight* 
The man feemed to be about fifty years of age, 
and had no hair on his head, but a round chefnut- 
coloured beard fhaded his mouth. The woman, 
who feemed to be about thirty years old, had her 
ears and nofe bored, and pendants of blue ftones 
hanging from them. Her hair was twitted, and 
dangled on her fhoulders. 

The features of botfr were extremely difagreo 
able. Their voices were fqueaking, and their 

VoL.Xt. F breatfr 
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breath ttry offenfive* perfwrps f rom the torture of 

iheir food. 

We took them into one of our *boats, and 
brought off that in which they were carried. It 
was conftru&ed of *ihe rib-bones , otf fi(h, very ar- 
tificially joitted, and neatly coveted *with 'fifli- 
fkitis fewed together. It was fixteenfeet Jbrf£, 
fend two feet and a half wide. The rowers were 
ihut tip in it as high as their waifts, by having a 
fifh-flun drawn over it, and two apertures to fit 
their (hapes, fo that it wds proof againftthe ad- 
iniffion of water. 

In thefe canoes they expoietbemfelved, in the 
rougheft weather, to all 1 the dangers of the fea> 
Without the leaft fear. 

We attempted, by friendly flgn*, to make them 
Hifcover where their habitations Jay 5 but w* 
either could not gain their confidence Tufficiently* 
bt could not underftand them. This induced ui 
to try to get more of thefe people in our poffef- 
lion, hoping they might prove lefe ftuptd, 8nd 
more comtnunicative. Accordingly, thirty of ut 
landed, with feveral days provifions, and divided 
into two companies, each well armed, Advanc- 
ing a moderate diilanoe from eacli other, and 
hiding ourfelves in caverns under the rocks, w* 
polled fentinels to apprize us of the approach of 
any of the natives, whom we intended to feiznj 
And compel them to conduct us to their abodes* 

TVo days elafped without any difcovery : at 
laft, one of our fentineft gave notice, that two 
feembttans were defcending a hill towards the 
iea-fide. On this, we divided ourfelves into par* 
ties, anil the poor natives foon fell into the fnare* 
^witkoutf impeding any ttcfldsciy -; till one of out 

tompemoQ* 
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ceajponions difcharging his fofee, we all triad* 
our appearance. The fayages, finding it impof* 
fible to %, were eafily taken. 

Their gprmenjts were made of penguin's (kins* 
with the feathers outwards. They had ftraight 
breeches, which reached to the knees, and a kind 
of waiftcoat,.thefleeves of which reached only to 
their elbows, Their heads were covered with 
conical caps, and their ftockinga were made of 
fed Hun. 

Though there was no diftin&ion in their dreflej* 
we foon perceived that one was a man and the 
other a woman. The man appeared to be about 
twenty-four years of age : he had neither beard 
nor hair on his head, At his back hung a qui- 
rer filled with arrows ; on his ihoulder was. an 
&l, and in one hand he held his bow. 

The woman feemed to be about twenty, and 
helda dart in her hand. Her hair hung down in 
two twitted locks on her moulders : me had blue 
ftreaks oo her forehead aodchin, and her ears and 
no&riU were bored, and adorned with blue pen* 
dants. 

Having got thefe people; in our poffeffion, wo 
nfed all pofltbLe means to prevail on them to {hew 
us where they lived, but without effect. They 
were a* untraceable and fallen as our former cap- 
tives $ and we carried them on board; without 
being able to make any farther difcoveries. 

When we introduced them to their fellow? 
prisoners* we found they were acquainted, though 
the difference in their drefs indicated that they? 
were of different tribes. Thefe Zemblians were, 
the moft defpicable of the human race I ever be- 
held. Their features were forbidding, and even 
F 2 Ihrf- 



their walk, which was a kind of waddling ttio- 
tion, did not fet them off to greater advantage. 

Being habituated to the (imple beverage of 
water, we could never prevail on them to drink 
any beer $ nor would they tafte bread, or fait 
meat. They fometimes took a little brandy, but 
the very fmell of tobacco naufeated them. 

Summer being now far advanced, it being the 
latter end of Augurt, and the cold letting in, we 
thought of returning home $ and weighing, we 
held our courfe accordingly 5 but the wind drift- 
ing, obliged us to make the coaft of Greenland; 
when we fell in with a French and a Dutch fleet, 
engaged in the whale-fiihery. 

Thefe fliips feldom lie far from the more, as 
the whales 'are commonly found, like the fea- 
horfes, in the vicinity of land. When caught, 
they are cut to pieces *, and the blubber being 
taken out, is put into large kettles and melted on 
the ihore. During our ftay here, I faw a tingle 
whale, which yielded three hundred and fifty 
pounds of bone, befides a proportionable quan- 
tity of oil. 

Our arrival at this place proved very fortunate 
for our Zemblian prifoners,'who had long pined 
for the enjoyment of whale-fat 5 our nock of 
which was wholly exhaufted. On their account 
we here took in afreih fupply. 

Having ftaid two days on this coaft, we pro- 
ceeded on our voyage with a favourable wind; 
but, being foon overtaken by a ftorm, we made 
for the coaft of Iceland. On our approaching that 
Wand, we heard a dreadful noile, like the firing 
ef feveral pieces of ordnance $ after which we 
faw flames iflue in abundance from the' prater of 
Mount Hecla, 

So 
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So nufoy rocks lined the cca(*,. arid the fed wa* 
fo extremely rough, that ^e were afraid of ven- 
turing within a league of the land. We there* 
lore steered for Cape Heri, under which we an* 
chored in fafety. > 

Iceland, fa called from the coldneft of iU cli- 
mate, is a large ifland in the .Northern Ocean, 
fubje& to Denmark. Agriculture is fcarcely at- 
tended to here, though evident traces of the 
plough fliew that corn was formerly raifed in this* 
country. 

This ifland is mountainous and fttmy, but af- 
fords excellent pafturage. Large quantities of 
butter are made here, which, for want of caiks, is> 
piled up in the hut* like hetfps of mortar. In 
winter they feed their horfes and other cattle on> 
dried fiih, and thus make up for the deficiencies, 
of natural food, by artificial fupplies. 

The inhabitants in general live near the fea- 
ihore or rivers, for the conveniency of fiflri ng and 
pafturage; and hence the interior part*! of the* 
country are ahnoft a deferk The language is s> 
dialed of the ancient Runic; and, according tor 
Wormius, the pureft now fpoken. 

Soon after the fhips were fecured, a party of ut 
landed at the village of Heri, whence we proceed- 
ed to Kirkebar, a town of fome confequence* 
where we met with feveral Danifh merchant** 
Who exprefled much furprife at the interview* 
and entertained us in the rnoft hofpi table ftyle* 
From thofe gentlemen we learned, that there had 
been fo terrible an earthquake the preceding day) 
that they expe&ed to be fwallowed up alive. 
. The captain and others of our company ex* 
prefling' their defire to fee the <uriofities of 4h* 
MUa4t tbe principal merct^ftt at itirkebar vcr f 
Etf oblige 
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obligingly ordered horfes to be got ready for as 
many as wifhed to furvey the country. Of this 
' number I was one. Our party con fitted of eight 
men on horfebacfc: the remainder preferred drink- 
ing to the gratification of their curiofity. 

The merchant furnifhed us with oneof his fer- 
vants and two natives for oor guides; nor did ho 
forget to provide us with ftores for our e&curfion. 
We travelled two days through rugged and unfre- 
quented paths, when at laft we found ourfelves ' 
about five miles from Mount Hecla, and perceiv- 
ed the ground ffoewed with ames and pumice 
ftones, over which we proceeded to the foot of tho 
mountain. 

The weather being now very ferene and calm, 
and feeing no flames iffue from the top of the 
▼olcanoy we refolved to afbend. its ftfmmrtj but 
our guides informed us, that if we advanced far- 
ther we' mould be in danger of falling into pits, 
and of being fuffccated with the fumes excited 
by the fubterraneous fires. On this reprefenta* 
tion, all the company, except rayfelf, declined pro- 
- ceeding any farther. Having founded the guides, 
and finding them wHHng to wait for me, I dif- 
mounted, and boldly ventured forward, together 
with a Dantih merchant, whom curiofity had at*» 
tached to the party. 

In a fhort time we fi-rw a large flight of crows 
and vultures, whicK bad their nefts in the top of 
the mountain. Having afcended about half a 
league, we felt the ground quake under us, and 
heard a terrible noife in the bowels of the earth, 
which feemed ready to burft open. At the fam* 
time, chinks appeared on all fides, out of which 
itTtted a bluifii flame, emitting a ftropg fuflbcat* 
tog fmell of buruipg foJphw;, 
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Tbis fight made us defift from any attempt to 
advance farther: we were fenfibk of our danger; 
and immediately turned back to avoid it. But 
fearcely had we got thirty yards, before a black 
cloud of fmoke aicended out of the mountain* 
which obfcured the light of the fun, and conceal- 
ed us in pitchy darknefs. 

Every ftep we took increafed our alarm, for 
behind us came flames of fire, fhowers of a(hes; 
and pumice ftones that fell as thick as hail, ac* 
companjed with the moft tremendous founds. In 
addition to this, we every moment expected that 
the earth would open and fwallow us up, which 
added wings to our flight, and refolution to our 
exertions to efcape from the dangers into which 
an idle curiofity had thrown us. In about fifteen 
minutes we reached .the bottom of the mountain, 
where our companions were waiting for us. At 
feeing us running fo faft, and as black as if we 
had been covered with foot, they burft out into a 
fit of laughter; but their mirth was foon changed 
into concern, on finding us. both drop down 
fpeechlefs, immediately as. we halted. 

By the application of vinegar to our temples, 
noftrils, and hands, we were foon brought to our- 
felvesj and a glafs of canary afterwards completed, 
the cure. On recovering trar ftrength and fpirits* 
we related our adventures, and our affociates con* 
gratulated us on our efcape. 

We now proceeded to vifit two fprings, at 
twelve miles diftance from the mountain ; one of 
which is always boiling, and the other fo cold, 
that it is faid to convert every thing pot into it 
jnto iron. About one hundred yards from tho 
bottom of Mount Hecla, we found a pumice flono 
0* large as 3 hogfliead, whjcji ba4 been lately* 
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thrown oat by the volcano 5 when our guides ©b* 
Serving our furprife at its magnitude, told us it 
was nothing unufual to fee ftones of much fupe- 
t ior dimeniions produced from the fame caufe* 

After riding about three hours, we drew near 
to the fprings, which are about thirty yards dii* 
tance from each other. We firft viftted the cold 
one, into which I put a fmall cane I carried in in/ 
band, and was furprifed, on taking it out again, to 
fee the end which touched the bottom metamor-? 
pooled into iron *. 

From this fpot we proceeded to the boiling 
fountain, where we faw a number of wha( ap- 
peared to be red fowls, about the file of ducks, 
playing in the water; but.as we approached, the/ 
dived to the bottom, and did not make their ap- 
pea tance .again till we had retired. 

From this fpring we travelled, to the fea fide* 
within a mile or two of which we heard doleful 
founds, not unlike the cries of perfons in diftreft* 
Our ignorant guides were anxious to imprefs us 
with the belief, that the founds we heard were the 
lamentations of the damned, who* when the devil 
bad roafted them in the flames of Hecla, plunged 
them among the ice on the coaft; and thus alter* 
vnately tormented them with the extremes of heat 
and cold. On our arrival at the fliore, however, 
we found thofe imaginary complaints were occa? 
fioned only by the agitation of the ice and wa- 
ter, violently impelled agaiuit the rocks ty the 
wind. 



• Our author swft certainly hxvt rniftakto « femigiDot* in* 
trg&a^en op tfoe can*, far the ful»4Unct,of lion itfelf 1 th» act 
tuaJ-tonvcriioQ of wootf ipW i*9fl i* j»poi£bJ$| by any natural 
ffirt&cialxg&Wt 

Having 
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Having made oar obfervations on every thing 
curious, we returned to Kirkebar on the l6th of 
September, and in a few hours went on board, 
where we found the governor of the ifland, ac- 
companied by the Bifhop of Skalholt, who hear- 
ing that We had been at Zembla, were defirous to 
fee and cbnverfe with us. 

As Iceland abounds in paftures, it nourishes a 
great number of cattle. A certain herb, named 
caitophe, is faid to be fo particularly grateful to 
thefe animals, that it is neceflary to rcftrain them 
from eating too much of it, left they fhould burft* 
The fields have a verdant and pleafant afpe&j 
but the north-weft wind blows with fo much vio-< 
lence and intensity of cold, that grain can never 
be brought to any perfection in this climate. 
• The Icelanders for the moft part live in caverns 
hewn out of the rock, or in huts conftru&ed in 
the fame manner as in Lapland. Their beds are 
compofed of hay or ftraw, upon which they lie in 
their ufual clothes, covered with ikins; one bed 
ferving for a whole family. 

Both men and women are very difagreeable in 
their perfons, and have fwarthy complexions. 
They are drefTcd like the Norwegians, in the lkina 
of the fea-calf, with the hair outward, and ufe 
fackcloth inftead of linen. They chiefly fubfift 
by liming. The food of the poor is very coarfe, 
confining of a fort of ftock-fifh pounded with a 
ftone, very indifferent butter and cheefe, and no 
other drink but water, milk, or whey. Yet on 
this hard fare many of them arrive at a very ex- 
tended age, without having recourfe to medicine. 

Moft ot them pretend to witchcraft, and are faid 
to worfhip the devil under the appellation of Ko- 
bald, who, it is pretended, frequently appears to 

the 
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them' i» fr.humaa ftiapc. They harealfo a k*n<I 
of houfehold gods* rudely cut oafc of a piece of 
wood. This idol they adoro in. private, and hide 
k from the Lutheran minifters, who endeavour to 
innrucY them in. Chriftianity. 

Three days after we came on board, w* found a 
favourable wind for fettjng Jail; and fhapingour 
courfe to the fojafch fouth-eair, we arrived in fafety 
a* Copenhagen, where, having faluted thecaXUe* 
we immediately went on fhore. 

His Danish afajsfty being informed of our ar- 
rival, and that we had foqae Zemblians in our 
train, commanded us to bring them to court, 
where they aftra&ed as much notice as if they 
had been natives of another world. The king 
himfelf was pleafed with the Angularity of their 
darcfs, and their pergonal appearance. He order- 
ed the fteward of his hjouiehold to keep them with 
care, to maintain them well, and to have them 
taught the Daniih language 5 in hopes of profiting 
by the information they might be able to give. 

We were enjoined .to give an account of the 
feverai places we had vifited, the manners of the 
people, and their mode* of life, and having an* 
fwered his majefty in a fatisfa&ory manner, we 
were difmifted. We next waited on our owners, 
who found the returns we had made would bo 
highly to their advantage. 

The nature of this expedition, which unites 
tranfa&ions by feaand land, does not require any 
fupplemental remarks. Commerce was the ob~ 
jed principally in view > and our author has given 
us as much infight into the manaers-of the people, 
with whom he was converfant, as could be e*- 
peded from hi* fituatioa. 

?RAVEL§ 
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T3ERE were two^genttemcn ©fHhe fame #r? 
name* and of the tame family, diftioguifhed 
*stretellers» who baircfrequently teen co-found- 
ed together* The Chtiitiao name* of the elder 
was Mekhefidec: he was a celebrated writer of 
fnrek rather than a- traveller himCeif, for he 
never exceeded the limits of Europe; and wa* 
afterward* promoted to the office of librarian to 
Louis XIV, King of Fiance. He died «t laft of 
too rigid an abftiaence* which Jbe flattered him- 
ictf would have cased an ague, in the feventjr«- 
£i& year of hig age. 

John Thevenofc probably imbibed a defife of 
travelling from the purfuits of his relation Mel- 
cbefidec* At an early age he ftropgly felt this 
oaffioo, to gratify which ho went to Rome, where 
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he accidentally fell in company with the cele- 
brated M. Herbelot, the greateft oriental fcho* 
lar of his age. From him he caught frefh fuel to 
feed his predilection for travelling, and refolved 
to penetrate into the remoteft parts of the eaft, 
not without the hopes of having this diftinguiih- 
ed*perfon for his companion. Some "family af- 
fairs, however, pervented Herbelot from immedi- 
ately joining him 3 and Thevenot-having made all 
due preparations, was anxious to be gone, ex- 
pecting to meet his friend at Malta. 

Accordingly on May lft, 1665, he left Rome, in 
order to embark at Civita-Vecchia on board the 
galley commanded by Count Gaddi. In {even 
days after they fet fail, they arrived at Meuina in 
Sicily, a port fafe by nature, and rendered beau- 
tiful by many elegant palaces round it. The (ilk 
trade renders the town very rich; but there are 
no inns for travellers, who are obliged to take up 
their refidence in a wretched tavern near the har- 
bour *. All kinds of provifions are cheap, but 
the wines, though ftrong, are not good. 
* The ftraights are rendered dangerous by the 
"Scylla and Charybdis of antiquity, concerning 
which fo many fine fables are invented. Navi- 
gation, however, being now better underftood, 
they are lefs formidable than they once were. 
Scylla is a rock near the cattle of Scyllio, on the 
Italian fhore. Charybdis is the meeting of two 
contrary eddies or currents, which, by claihing one 
-againft the other, make a noife like the barking 
of dogs, and by whirling the veflela round, fome- 
times fuck them to the bottom. 

* It muft be recolle&ed, that this defcrtption of Sicily ap- - 
' plies to the time at which Ttarcnot wrote, sod not to the pre* 
lent period. 

Sicily 



AND VOYAGE. 01 

. Sicily is of a triangular form, each angle mak- 
ing a cape. One is named Difaro, anciently Pe- 
Jorus; the fecond Pafiaro, the Pachinis of anti- 
quity 5 and the third is called Bocho, heretofore 
Lilibaeum. This laft is but three miles diltant 
from Italy, from which it is feparated by a dan- 
gerous ftraight, known by the appellation of the 
Pharo of Medina. 

Sicily is the moft confiderable ifland in the 
Mediterranean, both for extent and fertility : it 
produces plenty of corn, excellent wines, and 
other neceflarics of life, which in former times 

frocured it the name of the Granary of Rome* 
t contains many handfome and rich towns; but 
h much annoyed by the eruptions of Mount Gi- 
betio, or iEtna, and is alfo frequently v hi ted by 
earthquakes. The king of Spain appoints a vice- 
roy, who alternately retides at Palermo and Mef- 
fina. 

The Sicilians are revengeful, haughty, and jea- 
lous, efpecially of the French, whom they fufpeft 
of bearing in mind the Sicilian vefpers, fo well 
known in hiftory. They have always daggers by 
their fides, both when they go abroad and at home. 

From Medina, Thevenot coafted along by Syra- 
cufe, the birth place of Archimedes. He next 
made the Ifle of Malta, anciently Melita, fo call- 
ed from the abundance of its honey. 

Malta is a low ifland with a rocky foil; never- 
thelefs it produces excellent fruits, but little corn, 
which is obtained from Sicily. The air is difa- 
greeably hot in the day, and the mofquitoes are as 
intolerable in the night. From the whitenefs of 
the chalky rocks, head-achs and fore eyes are fre- 
quent among the natives. No venomous animals 

Vol. XI. . G. *re 
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arc found in this i£Lc, which is attributed to St 
Paul's benedi&ioa.. 

The people are numerous, of a brown com- 
plexion, and a very revengeful difpofition. The 
women are aotdeftitnte of beauty, and are very 
familiar. Arabic and Italian are commonly fpoken> 
here, . . . 

Malta has feveral ports and creeks. In tho 
great port, as it is'called, air the gallics of the or- 
der are laid up, and all the veiTels that touch on 
the Uland, to. snake >aoj iflay, enter here. Th« 
port of Mariainouchet is ul'ed for Hiips to per* 
form quarantine in, before they approach the 
town, and alfoibr the Corfairs that are unwilling 
tolofe time by<pcoceeding to the great port. 

When the King of Spain had made a prefent 
of this ifle to the knights of St. John of Jerufa~ 
lem, Sultan Soliman refoived to .extirpate them; 
but the Turks were obliged to withdraw after a 
ntemorable inveftment. 

The knights, being freed from their enemies, 
refolved to build a new town. Accordingly they 
pitched on the tongue of land where the cafile of 
St. Errae ftand*. The great matter, John la Val- 
letta, laid the jfirft ftone in March 1666, and from 
faim it was called Valetta. It has fince neen 
ftrongly fortified, and pcoves a barrier betwaen 
the Mahometans and the Chriftzans. It has^nly 
two gates, one of which leads to the port and the 
Other into the country. Here are federal churches ; 
but that of St. John is the chief. It is a large 
ftnsfture, beautifully payed with marble, and 
adorned with many colours taken from the infi- 
4eU. Jn this church they pretend to have jwany 
felics, fucb as St. Jofao BaptiUs right band,, and 
#$fctr# of left notoriety. 

TIjere 
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There a*e feveralt capital buildings.' in Vatetta, 
fanicntarly the' palace of the great matter of the 
order, in which is a magazine of arms for forty 
tboufand men, aU. kept very clear* and in high 
«rder. 

Leayiog Malta* em* traveller failed by the Iile 
•f Sapienzs, and having weathered Cape Mat a- 
pan, came to an anchor, io the Bay of St. Nicholai 
ia the Ifle of Cerigo. Cape Ma&pan is a pro- 
nofttory of the Morea, and one of the extreme 
points of Enrope. It was formerly named Tena* 
xus. 

Cerigo is the firft ifland in the Archipelago : it 
is fixty miles in circumference, and five from thd 
mainland* The Venetians, who are matters of 
it, keep a ftrong garrifon here, becaafe it isa paii 
«f importance. 

The ifiands of the Archipelago, anciently term- 
ed the ^gean Sea, are comprilcd by geographers 
wider two general names : the Cyctades and the 
Sporadfes. The fbrft ]ie in. a kind of circle round 
Sefos i the latter are more fcatteced* 

From Cerigo, he failed ta Zia, formerly Ceosu 
It is fhaped like a horfc-ihoe, arid is fifty mikes in 
circumference. From Zia ho proceeded to An* 
dra, anciently Andros, which is reckoned one of 
the BBeft fertile ifknda in this groups. It produces 
almoft every necefTary, and large quantities of 
filk, in which the natives carry otia considerable 
trade. 

Id this ifle lire a great number of Greek 
churches, which are under the government and 
difcipline of a biihop. The Latins have alfo a 
bifhop here, and a cathedral dedicated to St. An- 
drew. 

G2 
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The Turks difpofe of the temporalities of tint 
ifle, and are troublcfome neighbours to the Cbrifc 
tians. The inhabitants have a native civility* 
are fond of good cheer and diversions, and the 
women are beautiful and chafte. Neither phyfi- 
cian nor furgeon is known here, but when they 
are ill, they betake themfelves to the mercy of 
God, as their fole* remedy. 

From this ifland, Thevenot failed by the Ne- 
gropont and other iflands to Troy 5 where there 
are ftill confiderable remains of that ancient and 
famous city : though the learned fay, that what 
are now to be feen, are only the rains of fotne 
buildings ere&ed by the Romans, long after the 
deftru&ion of Troy*. From thence he pafled 
the mouths and entered the channel of the Hel- 
lefpont, and failing between the caftles of the 
Dardanels, came to an anchor. The Dardanels 
are two caftles, built to command the Hellefpont* 
by Mahomet II. The one ftands in Europe, ou 
the very lite of Seftos, and the other in Afia, on 
the fpot where Abidos was built. Thefe fort* 
- are the keys of Constantinople, for though they 
are two hundred paces diftant, no {hip can pais 
them without leave. At this place all fhips from* 
Conftantinople are fearched for contraband goods 
and fugitive Haves. The loves of Hero and Le* 
ander immortalize the fpot. 
. From the Dardanels, our traveller proceeded to 
Gallipoli. The Greeks, who dwell here, chiefly 
fubfift by retailing brandy. The town hat a 
tower and arfenal; but is thinly peopled. 

* Some of the learned even difpute the exiftence of luck a 
place as Troy ; and certainly in the time of Thevenot, 00 re- 
mains of that celebrated city could be feed. 

Departing 
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* tJep&rting thence, be pa (Ted the Id© of Marmo- 
ra, which gives name to the fea that was formerly 
called the Propontis ; and failing along by the Se- 
raglio, came to an anchor at Galata, the port of 
Constantinople. The fea of Marmora is about 
toe hundred and twenty German leagues in com- 
pafs> and the climate on its fliores is to temperate, 
that it is neither fubje& to the extremes of heat 
nor cold, which; together with the communication 
by lea, renders this country very defirable 5 and 
once it was well adorned with famous cities, 
feme of whofe ruins Hill evince their former 
fylendor. On the Afian fide flood Ghizico, built 
by the Argonauts, rive hundred years before Rome. 
It now exhibits only frightful ruins. 

Nice, named Ifnich by the Turks, is memora- 
ble for the firft general Chriftian council. It 
ftands at the extremity of a bay in a fine plain, 
and is encompafTed by a wall, full of round turrets. 
The city is large, and the ftreets are neat, con- 
taining at leaft ten thoufand inhabitants, compof- 
ed of Greeks, Jews, and Turks, who carry on an 
ex ten live trade with Conflantinople. Here arc 
many remains of Pagan and Chriftian antiquities, 
but they are all rniferably defaced by the Turks. 

Nicomedia, next to Conftantinople, -enjoys the 
fineft (ituation of any city in the world. It ia 
featcd at the bottom of a bay, and runs up the 
fide of a hill, adorned with many fountains, and 
intermixed with fruit trees and vineyards. The 
remains of antiouity Hill attract the notice of the 
curious. It is famous for the death of Hannibal 
and Conftantine the Great, for the early conven- 
tion of its inhabitants to Chriftianity, and for the 
number of its martyrs, who feztkd the faith with 
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their blood. The Turks call it Ifmtt. It con- 
tains about thirty thoufand inhabitants of vari- 
ous perflations, who trade in filks, cottons, linens* 
fruit, earthen and glafs wares, and various other 
commodities. 

Here are many Gr eek churches and mofques, 
with feveral inns and neat bazars or market places. 
On the right fide of the Bay of Nicomedia, is a 
fountain of mineral water, which both Greek* 
and Turks think of fovereign efficacy in raoft 
diforders. 

• Chalcedon was once famous for the temples of 
Venus and Apollo. Many beautiful Chriiliaa 
churches were afterwards built here ; among the 
reft, that dedicated to St. Euphemia was diftiiw 
guiflied.as the fcene of the fourth general coun- 
cil. Part of this pile ftill remains, and is ufed by 
the Greeks as a place of religious worfhip. The 
whole town is now in a ruinous ftate. It, how* 
ever, gives name to the adjoining ftraights, which 
are called Fretum Chalcedonicum, and theThra- 
cian Bofphorus. 

On the Thracian fide of the Sea of Marmora* 
ftands Rodofto, a town well fituated at the extre- 
mity of a bay, which affording a good haven, it 
is enabled to carry on a pretty ex ten five trade, and 
is. very populous. 

ferinthus, or Hejraclea, once gave law to By- 
zantium, but is now fubje& to it. The town had 
formerly two good havens 5 but one of them is 
now fo choked up, as to be unfit for vefTels of 
anyburden. Of the amphitheatre of Heraclea, 
one of the feven wonders of the world, only fome 
fragments remain. However, there are Hill ma- 
ny valuable antiquities and infcriptions, which 
mark the former fplendor of the place* The pre- 

fent 
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fent town is but thinly inhabited v its principal 
ornament is its cathedral, one of the fined in all 
Greece, and much more admired, for its elegance 
and convenience, than the patriarchal church of 
ConHantinople. 

The Propontis is fprinkled with feveral iflands. 
That of Marmora, which gives name to the whole 
fea, is about ten leagues in compafs. Nearer to 
Conftantinople, lies a group of iflands, called Pa- 
pas Adam* by the Turks, and by Europeans, the 
Pope's Iflands. So favourable has nature been to 
thefe fpots of land, that were they in the hands 
of a people who had a genius for improvements, 
they might be made a perfect paradife j but be- 
ing itibject to the ravages of the Turks, they lie 
almoft uncultivated 5 and only a few Caloyers 
manure fmall pieces of land in the vicinity of the 
monafteries, for herbs and roots of common ufe. 
The Caloyers are monks of St. Bafil, who ftri&lj 
adhere to the ancient mode of drefs and living* 
They lead a very retired and auftere life, obferv- 
ing four lents in the year, betides feveral other 
falls ; and fome of them are fo abftemious, as to 
be fatisfied with a little bread and pulfe, drafted 
with fait and water once a day. Indeed it is faid 
that fome of them will eat but feven times in the 
feven weeks of their longeft lent, though this 
feems incredible. Others, however, though they 
reject the ufe of articles commonly deemed luxu- 
ries, continue to live iumptuoufly on oyfters, ca* 
vear, fhell-fim, almonds, coffee, and fherbet. 

Abftinence may certainly be fometimes condu- 
cive to health, and is lefs injurious to the com- 
munity, than gluttony, becaufe it faves what the 
ether confumes j but viewed, in any other light, 
it can have no praife beyond what belongs tn 
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Jfimple temperance. To ftarve* amidft plenty, H 
teje&ing the bounties of Providence, who has gi«* 
ven us nothing but what we majr ttfe hi modera- 
tion. 

Conftantinople has the happieft fituation of 
*ny city in the world. It ftarids in Europe, on a 

?Mnt of the mainland jutting out towards the 
hraciah Bofphorusj from whence there is but 
half an hour s paflfdge into Afia. On the right 
hand is the White Sea, or Propontis, by which 
there is a communication with Afia, Egypt, and 
Africa. On the left hand k the Black or Euxine 
Sea, and Palus Maeotis, by which it is furnifhed* 
with all the commodities of the north. Thui 
whatever is ufeful, neceflary, of pleafant, may be 
imported into Conftantinople by any wind, from 
fome quarter of the globe or other. 

The port is, by nature, the lovelieft in the uni- 
verfe. It is fix miles in corripafs and about a 
mile over j and fo deep throughout, that a fliij> 
may lay her head amore without danger. 

Byzantium was built by Paufanias, king of 
Sparta. The Emperor Severus demolifhed it, tb 
punifh the rebellion of its inhabitants 5 and Con- 
ftantine the Great rebuilt it, calling it New 
Rome, and then Conftantinople. The Turks gav* 
it the appellation of Stamboul. 

After the divifion of the Roman empire, it was 
long the feat of the eaftern emperors, from whom 
\t was taken by the Venetians and French in 
1209 5 but being recovered by the Palaeologi, fifty 
years after, it remained in that line till 1453 ; when 
the Turks obtained pofleffibn of it, and have ever 
fince held it. The air in rummer would be very 
hot, were it not for the fea breeases, which have a . 
delightful dfcft on thft <]tfaith ami fenfes. Few "' 

difeafes 



fcfeafesare known here, except the plague, which, 
however, makes great havock *. Earthquakes are 
not infrequent, but their effects are feldom very 
fatal. 

The figure of Constantinople is triangular, one 
fide lying towards the Propontis, the other on the 
port, and the third toward the land. It is whol- 
ly encircled with walls, and has twenty- two gates, 
fix of which face the land, as many range with 
the port, and ten lie along the fixaight of the 
Propontis. The whole city is about twelve miles 
in circumference. 

The caftle of the feven towers joins the walls, 
which are double, on the continent fide, to thofe 
that lie upon the Propontis. ; It was anciently 
one of the city gates, and had four turrets j but 
Mahomet II. becoming matter of the place, add- 
ed three new ones, converted it into a caftle, and 
made it a depot for the treafures of the empire* 
At prefent, however, it is only ufed as an ho- 
nourable ftate prifon, where the grand feignior 
confines fuch of his officers as incur his difplea- 
fure. Sometimes Chriftians are confined in tbia 
caftle, in which cafe their fpi ritual guides are al- 
lowed to attend them. Several perfons of note 
have been ftrangled within the walls of this fort. 

Without the walls are two large fiatues of 
white marble in bafs relief: the fubject of one 
feems to be Endimion, vifited by Diana ; the other 
the nine mufes, with the horfe Pegafus. They 
are well executed ; but faid to be inferior to 
fame other pieces of ancient fculpture. 

In going by fea from the caftle of the feven 

* The predeftinarian principles of the Turks, co-operating 
with their indolence, gives this fcourge of h«manity full liber- 
ty to fptead, aid to cany Oevaftatton in its train. 

tc 



ft THSrBNO?*! *RATBLS 

ing is adorned with bagnios and fountains, and 
is extremely beautiful. 

The new mofque, built by Sultan Achmet, is 
one of the faired and moft magnificent in Con- 
ftantinbple; though, in fad, this is faid to be ex- 
celled by that which is known by the. appellation 
of the King's Son's Mofque, being erected by the 
fons of Soliman and Bajazet. All thefe mofques 
have hofpitals and fchools, where many poor 
fcholars are maintained and educated. 

Moft of the ancient itatues, obeliiks, and pil- 
lars, fet hp by the emperors of the eaft, are en- 
tirely demolifhed; but the large hippodrome, 
where they exercifed their horfes, is ftill to be 
feen. It is an oblong fquare, about five hundred 
and fifty paces long and one hundred and fifty 
broad. In the centre of it ftands an obeliflc, 
pretty entire, marked with hieroglyphics, and at 
a little diftance from it, a pretty high pillar, on 
which are three brazen ferpents twifted together, 
the heads making the capital. This is faid to 
have been the talifman, or fpell, raifed by Leo 
Ifauricus, the emperor, againft ferpents. x 

The grand beziftan, or exchange, is a noble 
, building. It confifts of a fpacious hall, built of 
freeftone, in a circular form, and furrounded by 
a thick wall, by which are many {hops full of the 
richeft commodities. It has feveral gates, which 
* are fhut at night, and watchmen are placed to 
guard it. Each body of merchants, or trade(men» 
have a feparate apartment, in which alone the/ 
are allowed to vend their goods. 

There is another exchange, but neither fo large 

nor fo rich as the former. Bazars, or markets, 

are common. In that called the women's mar- 

X ket 
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ket is a marble pillar of extraordinary height, 
called the Hiftorical Column ; becanie, from the 
top to the bottom, feveral expeditions, battles, 
and remarkable events, during the reign of Arcar- 
dios, are reprefented in bai's relief. It is much 
defaced, and the houfes ftand fo clofe, that it if 
impoffible to examine it accurately*. 

In the quarter of the janizaries, in the court 
of a private perfon's houfe, ftands the column of 
•the Emperor Marcian. It is compofed of fpotted 
marble, about fifteen feet high, and has a capital 
of the Corinthian order. On the top is a fquare 
hollow ftone, adorned with four eagles. It is 
conjectured, that the heart of the emperor was 
put in this Hone, and his body buried under the 
column. 

The grand feignior's feraglios are remarkable 
ftru&ures. In them the Ottoman princes ufually 
keep their courts. There are two feraglios, the 
new and the old 5 the former of which, being by 
lar the moft noble building, is called, by way of 
diftin&ion, the Grand Seraglio. It is of a trian- 
gular form, two fides being encompaued by the 
Thracian Bofphorus, and the other by the town 
from which a wall divides it. Its extent is about 
three miles, and it occupies the fite of the an- 
cient Byzantium. It has many gates both to- 
' wards the fea and land fide 5 but that towards 
the city is in daily ufe, while the reft are only 
opened on' lingular occafions. This gate is guard- 
ed day and night by a body of capoochees, or 
porters, under the command of a captain. A 
company of janizaries watch without tha palace, 

* Lady M. W. Montague fays, this pillar fell down about 
two years before (he viiitcd Conftantioople, 

Vol. XI. H * 
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who are to give notice of any accident. ;Frotii 
.the watch towers on the walls, information is Ufee- 
wife fpeedily conveyed, of any voxels that have a 
Jbofttle appearance. 

In this feragiio are many (lately rooms, adapt- 
ed, to t^e .various feafons of the year. The ban- 
queting houfes, as they are Galled, have general)/ 
.the moil elevated fituations, and consequently 
command the beft views. The chamber where 
the fultan gives audience to foreign ambafladorg, 
•ilands in a court adorned .with beautiful foun- 
.tains, and is furniibed with rich carpets and 
camion velvet, embroidered with pearls and other 
coilly decorations* 

To thefe lodgings of the. fultan appertain fine 
gardens, replenimed with all forts of fruits and 
.flowers, and ornamented with pleafant walks and 
jnarble fountains. The women alfo Jiave their 
ieparate apartments, in which the fultana-queen, 
the fultanas, and female fiaves dwell. There are 
like wife convenient rooms for. the ogfceip necefla- 
jilyabout the fultan s perfon, qr fu$h favourites 
as he prefers. In ihort, ,the feragiio is of fuch 
extent and magnificence, that it contains almoft 
■every thing within itfelf that can. contribute tp 
.utility, ornament, or pleafure. 

.By the large and (lately gate, which form* the 
entrance into the feragiio, we are eondufted into 
,a fpacious court, nearly a quarter qi aonUe 
iquare. In this the baifraws and principal offi- 
xcn may ride ; and near the. gate is a piaaaa for 
the fhelter of men and horfes. On the right, fide 
u an hofpital, exprqfsly £or the ufe of thofe that 
fall tick in the confines of the feragiio, who have 
«an -eunuch, called Hafteler Agafi, to fuperintend 
them. On the left fide are places for die recep- 
tion 
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tlon of wood and carriages, and over them a 
hall, replete with ancient armour of various de- 
fcri prions, with which the foldicrs are furniihccP 
when the grand feignior,or the chief vizier, make* 
a folemn proceffion through Conftantinople, 

Having pafled through this fpacious court, yotr 
approach another gate of lefs dimenfions r hut 
more cqftly materials than the former. This gater 
has likewife a guard. From this we enter an* 
other court of great beauty, adorned with foun- 
tains and walks, rows of trees, and grafs plat$ 
railed in, and flocked with antelopes. This court 
is about three hundred paces fquarc, and has the 
walks neatly paved. Here none are allowed t<y 
appear, on horfeback r fave the grand feignior* 
On both fides of the gate is an open gallery* 
where the military guards, both hprfe and foot, 
ftand in their ranks, handfoTnely accoutered, when 
foreign ambaffadors are admitted, or on other fo* 
lemn occations. On the left fide of this court, is 
a ftable, capable of containing thirty-five horfes* 
for the ufe of the fultan alone, and over it are* 
rooms for their furniture, which is extremely 
brilliant and coftly. Adjoining the liable are 
apartments for the officers of the divan, or court 
of juilice 3 and clofe by, the chamber where the 
divan fits, behind which is a gate that leads t<$ 
the women's lodgings. At the extremity of this 
court is the royal gate, conducting to the fultan'a 
private apartments, which cannot be entered by 
any but his attendants. This gate is guarded by 
the c4pee-aga, or chief chamberlain, and a com-? 
pany of white eunuchs. The court is paved witb 
white marble, wrought in mofaic, and adorned 
with curious fountains. In the centre is a lake* 
Where the grand feignior has .a fine gilt boat for 
H 2 h : 
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bis own recreation. Here are the chamber of 
audience j a row of fummer rooms, with an afped 
towards the Tea ; a large hail Handing on pillars j 
and by it the ful tan's bed-chamber, the walls of 
which are covered with the fined china ware, 
and the floors fpread with carpets of filk and 
gold; the pods of the bedftead are of filver, 
and the canopy, holders, mattreiTes, and pallets, 
are all of cloth of gold. 

The di van fits four times every week> namely, on 
Sundays, Mondays, Tuefdays, and Saturdays, on 
which days the vizier-azem, or chief vizier, who 
is the fupreme judge, and reprefenta the fultan, 
with all the fubordinate viziers and judges of dif- 
ferent denominations, are to be in attendance by 
4ay-break. 

All caufes are determined by the vizier-azem, 
if he chufes to employ his prerogative 5 for the 
balhaws only liften to the proceedings, and never 
give an opinion, unlefs it is aiked, which compli- 
ment, however, is frequently paid them for the 
. fake of expedition. The kaimekan is prefident, 
in the abfence of the vizier 5 but affairs of im- 
portance are generally poftponed till the latter 
can attend to give judgment. 

The petitioners fpeak for themfelves, or requetf 
the aiMance of a chiaufti ; for neither pleaders 
nor attornies are admitted. Having heard their 
fuits, the vizier either decides in his individual 
chara&er, or confults with the bafliaws, and then 
gives fentence. This he ufually does after din- 
ner ; and then he repairs, on Sundays and Tuef- 
days, to the chamber of audience, to render an 
account to his fublime highnefs of what bufinefit 
has fallen under his cognizance. 

Sometimes the grand feignior will privately 

come 
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eotise tip to a little window, which commands a 
view of the divan, and liften to hear what is go- 
ing on. This obliges the chief vizier to ad with 
circuaifpe&ion and juftice while he (its in court, 
though, at other -times, it is laid, his hands are 
open to briber/) bat as every thing is dif patched 
with promptitude, a bribe, though not to be juf- 
tified, is lefs fatal to the parties than the laws' 
delay in countries where the art of litigation is 
better under flood. 

When an ambaftador from any great potentate 
is to kifs the grand feignior's band, the vizier af- 
fembles a divan of all the grandees of the port, 
and all the chiaulhes, mutafurrakas, fpahis, and 
janizaries, are ordered by their refpettive captains 
to drefs themfelves in the bed ftyle they. can, and 
to take their nation in the fecond court. The 
divan being likewife arranged in order, the chief 
viaier fends a chiauih-bafhaw, with many of his 
chiaulhes on horfeback, to conduct the ambaffa- 
dor to the divan, where he is placed next to the 
viaier. The ufual compliments being patted, he 
is entertained at dinner, and then conveyed, by 
the imperial gate, with his retinue, to an apart* 
ment, where he waits till the fultan is ready to 
receive him* 

Meanwhile the ambafiador's prefent is carried 
about the fecond court in the fight of all the people, 
and is then brought to the fultan, and the vizier 
fends the ambaflador feveral vefts, which, by an- 
cient ufe, muft be worn by Grangers, when they 
are admitted to the royal preience. Thefe vefts 
are very rich, being fabricated of cloth of gold, of 
Burfa ; but a prefent is expected for them far be- 
yond their real value. 

The ambaflador being properly equipped, is 
H3 conducV 
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oondu&ed by the mafter of the ceremonies: to kifc 
the fultan's hand, or, in fac"fc, his hanging fleeve; 
which done, the drugoman, or interpreter, de- 
clares the ambatfador's commiffion ; to which the 
grand feignior makes no reply ; for it is not the 
etiquette to fpeak to a Chriftian 5 but, addrefling 
himfelf to the chief vizier, refers all proceedings 
to his difcretion, and fo the ambaflador departs, 
. bowing his head, but without uncovering it. 

All ambafladors are maintained by the grand 
feignior, except tbofe from the republic of Ve- 
nice, during their abode at Conftantinople ; but 
though there is a ftipulated allowance, it is fre- 
quently difficult to obtain the payment of it, from 
the venality and corruption of the officers. 

All peAns who live in the feraglio are reput- 
ed the fultan's (laves; as, indeed, are all the fub- 
je&s of the empire ; for they acknowledge, that 
whatever they poffefs flows from his fpontaneou* 
bounty, and that their lives and fortunes are ab- 
folutely at his difpofal. 

In the fultau's court are many hundreds of wo* 
men, young and old. His concubines are all 
young virgins, ftolen from foreign nations, and 
intruded in dancing, mufic, finging, and em- 
broidery ; in fhort, in every accompli foment cal- 
culated to captivate and inflame. They are fent 
as prefents by the Tartars, bafhaws, and other 
great men, fo that their number is uncertain. 

Thefe young women, on their being received 
into the feraglio, are made Mahometans by the 
following Ample ceremony : they are enjoined 
. to hold up their ringer, and to repeat, « there is 
no god but God alone, and Mahomet is the mef- 
fenger of God." After this they are examined 
by an old woman, called Kahiyah Cadun, thatls, 

the 
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the Mother of the Maids, and then placed in a 
loom with their equals in age and difpolition. 

All the women lead a kind of monaftic life; 
but are indulged with large apartments. Their 
beds are coarfe and hard, made of flocks, and 
near every tenth virgin lies an old .woman 5 
while lamps are continually kept burning during 
the hours of reft. 

They are provided with baths and fountains, 
for their health or pleafurej dine in company, 
and are waited on by other women, who are at- 
tentive to all their wants. Part of their time 
they fpend in fewing, In learning the Turkifti 
language, in diverfion, or walking within the 
prescribed limits. 

If any of them conceive by the fufcan, and 
bring forth his firft born fon', fhe is called fulta- 
na-queen, and great feafts and folemnities attend 
her advancement to this high diftin&ion. The 
other women, who bear him children, are (imply 
ftyled fultanas ; but mould the fon of the fultana- 
queen die, the mother of the next in primogeni- 
ture is promoted to the dignity of fultana-queen, 
and the former lofes her rank. She ftill, how- 
ever, remains a fultana, and is treated with due 
diftin&ion. 

In former times the grand feignior was mar- 
ried to the queen with many ceremonies; but 
now (he is acknowledged without any forms. 
Yet the mother of the heir apparent enjoys all 
the prerogatives of a queen, and has a guard of 
thirty or forty black eunuchs, under the com- 
mand of the kizlar-aga, who are fubfervient to. 
her pleafure. The fultanas are never permitted 
to leave the feraglio, unlefs in the company df 
the fulun j and are never feen but by their in-- 

me/ 7 
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Mediate attendants, who are black eunuclnf, that 
have been deprived of every external diftin&ion 
ctffex. 

The fitters, daughters, and aunts tof the grand 
ftignior alfo lite within the walls of the feragiio, 
Until the fultan {hall be pleafed to difpofe of 
them in marriage. They then come forth, car- 
rying a large cheft with them, full of rich appa- 
rel, jewels, and money, to the value, it is faid, of 
thirty thoufand pounds fterling, betides what 
they have been previoufly able to fave. 

Sometimes the grand feign! or, in his genero- 
sity, iUlows them to take with them twenty fe- 
male (laves and as many eunuchs, and he conti- 
nues the allowance they enjoyed in the feragiio 
df one thoufand, or one thoufand five hundred 
afpers a day $ betides furnifliing their houfes, or 
even giving them one, when the huiband is not 
properly provided in this fefpect. 

As for the huiband, he is to give a bill of dowery 
of at leaft one hundred thoufand chequing in mo- 
ney, befides veils, jewels, and other ornaments to 
a great amount. Being married, thefe royal fe- 
males 4re allowed to converfe only with their 
liuibands, or With their women -, but they gene* 
rally prove domineering* 'arid imperious wives, 
treating their hufbands with indignity, and fame- 
times* as an expreflion of their Superiority, they 
will divorce theih and take another. 

The other women grow old in the feragiio, 
and then are employed as governeffes to the young 
ones 5 or are Cent to the old feragiio, which they 
efteern moft fortunate $ becaufe they may be 
married from thence with the confent of the 
xtiiftrefs, and carry away the wealth they have 
amaflfed. Hither, alfo, on , the dtmife o£ a faU 

wn, 
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tan, all the faltanas are fent, except the mo- 
ther of the heir 5 and if they have .faved plenty 
of money, they frequently marry to men of good 
condition, with the approbation of the grand 
feignior. 

The women of the feraglio are punifhed very 
feverely for their faults or omiffions by their over- 
feers; and if they prove incorrigible, they are 
fent by the fultans order to the old feraglio, and 
deprived of the greateft part of their acquifitions. 
But if they are found guilty of infidelity to the 
ful tan's bed, they are bound hand and foot, and, 
being put into a facie, are thrown into the fea 
during the night. 

The feraglio may be properly termed the femi-. 
nary, or nurfery, of ftatefmen and officers; for 
in it ail of them receive their education. There 
are ufuaiiy fix or feven hundred youths, born of 
Chriftian parents, who are picked up every three 
years in the Morea and other parts, and fent here 
for inftru&ion. Thefe innocent prifoners are taken 
from fuch families as are fuppofed to pofiefs the 
nobleft fpirit and the mod warlike difpofition ; - 
and as foon as they are brought into the feraglio, 
they are circumcifed, and brought up in the Ma- 
hometan faith. 

At firft they are put to very mean employments, 
in the (tables, kitchens, and gardens, and other 
menial occupations ; but afterwards, fuch as mew 
an aptitude and denre for learning, are taught to 
read and write, and exercifed in gymnaflic and 
military purfuits and amufements. 

When the grand feignior intends to make an 
excursion, he is commonly accompanied by three- 
or four hundred of thofe youths, who pitch his 
tents, carry his ehefts, and perform other fervices 
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for him. The bbftangetf-bafliaw always* takes £ 
cbnfiderable number of them with him, when he 
U commanded to put any perfon of diftin&ion to 
death. By degrees they are raifed to places of 
honour and profit, according to their talents and 
capacity] and not infrequently, the perfon who 
Iras begun his fervice in the ftable, is promoted 
to the firft office in the empire. 

There is another defcription of youths educat- 
ed in the feraglio, called Ichoglans, but in a 
chore genteel ftyle than the former. They are 
carefully trained up in learning, in the know- 
ledge of th£ law, and in 1 military exercifes. By 
the ancient infiitutions, thefe mould always' be 
Chfirliati renegadpes, and captives of the nobleft 
perfons* families ; but whetf there is a difficulty 
in obtaining; an adequate fupply of fuch, the 
chief chamberlain fometijnes introduces natural 
born Turks, 6f the beft afpe& and the moft prep- 
rinting talents 5 but this is never done without 
the ful tan's eonfent. Out of the young men, thus 
perfected and completed in their education, the 
feignior chufes his agas and bathaws. 

In the feraglio are alfo buffoons, tumblers, 
lnuficians, wreftters, and mutes. Thefe laft are. 
in great requeft; becaufe the fultan thinks it be- 
neath his dignity to fpeak familiarly with any one, 
and therefore he amufes himfelf with thofe mules, 
who, though deaf and dumb, will reafoh and dif- 
cburfe 6n any fubje<5r. by nods and figns, and in- 
deed fome of them «tb capable of writing very 
fehiibly. 

Befides the black elinuchs who attend the* wo- 
iften, there are white ones who attend the fultan. 
The chief 6f thefe is the capee-aga, or chamber- 
lain, vh& w in the greatefl authority about the 
- fultan a 
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fultan's perfonj for he alone ia allowed to fpeajc 
to him, to prefent petitious, to deliver menage*, 
and to be conftantly in his train. 

This perfon receives a falary of about three 
pounds fterling a day, befides many prefents and 
perquifites of office. All the white eunuchs, in- 
deed, are in high estimation for their judgment 
and fidelity, and are occaflonally promoted to 
places of great importance. 

The grand feignior's fons, by the queen, are 
brought up by thenifelves, under, the care of lelect 
nurfes; and if he has any other fons by different 
fultanas, they are* alfo kept apart.) but till thqy 
arrive at fix or feven years of age, the children are 
allowed to vifit and to play together. They live in 
the care of the women till they are nine or ten 
years of age : at fourteen they are circumcifed 
with great pomp and ceremony. 

The education of the young princes is fedu- 
louily attended to; but that of the princefles is 
little regarded. The heir apparent is fometimes 
appointed to a principal government; but he is 
watched with great vigilance and jealoufy 3 and it 
requires the greatefi prudence, on his part, to ef- 
cape the imputation of difobedience or rebellion, 
which would infallibly involve him in ruin. 

The old feraglio was built by Mahomet If. 
when he took Conftantinople, and was intended 
for his own palace. It is a noble ftr u6tu re, about 
three quarters of a mile in compafr, and is fur- 
rounded by a high wall. It has only one gate, 
which is made of iron, and well guarded by white 
eunuchs. None but women and eunuchs refide 
here, and it has been already mentioned of what 
description the former are. «They are under the 
fuperintendance of an o}d woman,. The fultan?' 
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even in this place, keep op a confiderable degree 
. of fplendorj bnt they are ranch eclipfed by thofe 
of the fame rank in the new feraglio. However, 
in this place, as has been already obferved, they 
jtand fome chance of obtaining a hufband, and 
therefore, a removal to the old feraglio is not 
much dreaded. The fultan never comes here, 
unlets to vlfit any of his relations, or when he 
wants amufement and change of place. 

Conftantinople abounds in private feraglios; 
but none of them make any external figure, left 
the jealoufy of government ihould be excited 
againft their owners. Moft of the grandees keep 
a number of women; but as the laws of their pro- 
phet allow this, -the practice meets with no par- 
ticular notice, unlefs when there is a difplay of too 
much pomp and oftentation. 

The houfes in this city are all of wood, and in- 
differently built. They are very fubject to fires 
from the nature of their materials, and the care- 
lefTnefs of the inhabitants, who are almoft incef- 
fantly fmoking tobacco, and little regardful where 
the fparks from their pipes fall. 

The ftreets are crooked and narrow, and lie very 

• uneven. In fhort, with the moft charming fitn- 
ation in the wor^d, Conftantinople derives little 
importance from the tafte or ftyle of its private 
buildings. 

Galata, the fuburb of this city, is feparated from 
it by the port. It has fome good houfes, and is a 
pretty large place. Many Greeks and Franks live 
here, who have feveral monafteries and churches. 
Galata has the beft and cheap/eft fifh market in 

• the world. The Greeks are the tavern keepers 
here, and the Turks from Conftantinoplc fre- 
quently tcibrt to them) but they arc very djfa- 

greeable 
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greeable guefts when they become inebriated, at 
their natural ferocity and pride then difplay 
themfelves without difguife. 

At CafTumpafha is thearfenal for building gal- 
leys and (hips, and a large magazine for arms fuf- 
ficient to furaifh fixty thqufand men. The ad- 
miral likewife lodges here, and a fpaqious bagnio 
is ufed as a receptacle for the grand feighior't 
flaves, of whom there are many thoufands, who 
live very miferably. This town is divided from - 
Galata only by a cemetery. 

Beyond Galata lies Pera, a large town which is 
likewife feparated by burying grounds. In this 
place generally refide the ambaffadors from the 
Christian powers. The houfes are high and hand* 
fane, and are chiefly occupied by Greeks. Over 
againft the feraglio, on the right fide, (lands the 
tophana, or foundery of guns and artillery. Thefe 
fuburbs have all delightful views, and are prefer* 
able to Confiantinople, both for falubrity and 
beauty. 

Crofling the fea, en the Afiatic fide ftands Scu- 
tari. It is a large town, and contains a royal fe- 
raglio .and fine gardens. A little lower lies Chal- 
cedon, which has already been defcribed. 

Prince's Ifle, which is about four hours fail 
from Conftantinople, enjoys a pure air, and is 
well fituated for the trade of the Thracian Bofr 
phorus> or Black Sea. This iiland is about twelve 
miles long, and contains many ftately houfes and 
beautiful gardens. 

At the mouth of the Bofphorus is a rock about 
fifty paces, from the. land, where ftandsa pillar of 
white marble, faid to be . raifed by Pompey the 
Great, to cpmniempTare v his vi&ory over Mitbra- 
dates. \ Qvetagainft tt|i^>tOPas, on the European 
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fidei is the village of f anare, where a light-honfe 
is ere&ed, to warn vefTete againft the rocks • and 
other dangers of the- navigation. * 

The Turks ate a peffonable people* and itr ge- 
neral arebleffed with 'found robuft confutations. 
Their habit is well adapted to fet off the grace- 
folnefs of their form, and to cover all defe6b, ever! 
did they exifr. Neit their ikin they wear a pair 
of drawers, and over them a fhirt and dollman, 
reaching • down to the Heels like a clpfe-bodied 
caflbc, made of fatin, taffeta, or other line ftulF. 
This they gird about th^to wirh it fafh or leather 
belt, adorned with gold or filver buckles: 

At their girdles they commonly wear two dag- 
gers, with highly ornamented handles, according 
to their rank, and a pouch for tobacco. Over the 
doliman they throw a feredg, or night-gown, 
which in winter is lined with rich furs*. Their 
(lockings ate of cloth, and the feet are focks of 
red or yellow leather fewed to them. Their fhoes 
are of the fame colour, and are made in the form 
of flippers. -' 

They cover their heads with a crimfon velvel 
cap, about which they wreath a white or rddi fur- 
ban, many ells long, and by the fafhion bf.thitf 
Appendage the quality of the wearer*!* known. 

On fome oceafions the janizaries wear a fercola, 
or cap of ceremony,' which hangs down behind, 
and ha© a pipe of gilt leather before, reaching to 
•the middle of their foreheads. * 

The attire of the females of Constantinople, has 
a peculiar air of grandeur and^agnificdncej and 
farfurpaffos the drefarf the other woraen of that 
xotmtty- Tfceir tarpous, or head-drefs, is Wm- 
pafcdof *nany faandkefohiefi of Wiou**' clours, 
nraoght with &lim&4kv&rfm£ltf witfc all 



All© TOT***. 8f 

mnnerof precious ftones, and fet off with flowers. 
This they put on and off without difcompofing 
the arrangement; and after wearing it foraedays* 
iu one fbrm, they turn it into another faihion 
with great tafte. It is, however, fo heavy, that 
nothing but cuftom and faihion could reconcile 
them to carry fuch a load on their heads. 

Their external veftmentp a white gown, edged 
at the bottom with goia\ lace and fringes, and ia 
cold weather lined with furs, according to the 
ability of (he. wearer. The ladies of the feragliq 
fometimes adotn their heads with a calpak, or fur 
cap ; and others with a round platine, after the 
manner of the Jewifli women, with a plume on 
each lide, and pendants in their ears. 

The Turks (have their heads, obferving that the 
devil nettles in long hair ; but they fuffer theur 
beard and. muftachjss to grow; and a fine beard 
is reckoned a principal ornament, as to take a 
man by it is the groffeft affront. Their ufual oatl| 
is by thje beard of their father, and fometimes by 
that of the grand feignior. 

The ufual falutation is by laying their hands 
on their breaft, gently bowing, and repeating, fe? 
lameon aleicom, that is, Peace be with youj and 
the perfon faluted returns the fame anfwer. This 
mode of falutation is very ancient, as we find it 
mentioned in the" Scriptures. The left hand is 
moil honourable in the opinion of the Turks, be* 
caufe it is the fword fidV; fo that the Turks and 
Chriftians, though neither will give precedence to 
the other, agree very well in walking, from this 
divertfty of opinion. 

The Turks have frequently recourfe to bathing, 
both as a religious rite, and, for the fake of health 
dad cleanlinefs. In the large towns there are 
13 * »' 



88 THBVSWOT** TXATBLft 

many handfome bagnios, and fcarcely a village it 
deftitute of one at leaft. They are all built after 
the fame model, differing only in fire and orna- 
ment. Before the men go into them, they take care 
to be clean fhaved, and tbofe who have fervants, 
employ them in rubbing their bodies before and 
behind, to increafe the elafticity. When inftrn- 
mental (having is inconvenient, they remove the 
kair by the powder of a certain herb, named rufraa, 
which, being mingled with lime and hot water, 
has a fpeedy effect. In Malta, orpiment is ufed 
for the fame purpofe. 

Having bathed, the fervant wipes them clean 
and dry, and a (lifts them in dreffing. The expence 
of a bagnio is two afpers for the uffc of the pro- 
prietor, and as many for the attendant. The 
pooreft perfon, male or female, goes to the bath 
at leaft once a week. The women go in by thera- 
felves, and are attended only by women. It is a 
heinous offence for a man to enter the bath where 
wgmen are. Perfons of diftindion have baths in 
their own houfes> for the accommodation of their 
families. 

The Turks have no fumptuous entertainments; 
but are eafily fatisfled in this refpe&. Their 
fauces require no elaborate cookery, being com- 
pofed of oil and pepper, &c. at once. The ufual 
food is pilau, which is rice boiled with a pullet, 
a piece of mutton, beef, or the like 5 and, when 
meat is wanted, with butter. Their bread is light 
but coarfe, baked flat tike our bifcuit. Inftead of 
a table they ufe a carpet of Turkey leather on the 
ground, called a fofra, and fitting down crofs- 
legged, eat their food with a kind of wooden 
fpoons. In the room of napkins they have a long 
blue doth caft round their table. 

Water 
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Water is the cuftomary drink, becattfe wine it 
forbidden by the Alcoran 5 but the bon-vivanta 
fay it is a counfel rather than a precept, and fo 
drink it plentifully; bat few venture to do this in 
public, except the janizaries, or fuch as are regard* 
left of character. They never mingle water with 
their wine, and ridicule the Chriftians for this 
practice. 

Wine is plentiful at Constantinople, and all 
over the Archipelago) but the poorer claffes of 
people drink a liquor made of barley and millet* 
fomewhat like beer, though lefs grateful to tha 
tafte. Large potations of this will have an inebri- 
ating effect. 

Coffee is arank at ail hours of the day: it is 
efteemed good for the heacUach, and to keep 
down vapours from the brain) it comforts the 
ftomach; promotes digeftion; and, in the opi- 
nion of fome, is a fpecific for almoft all com* 
plaints. 

The matters of the coffee-houfes in Turkey 
maintain muficians, to entertain their guefts and 
lure Grangers in. Sherbet isalfo much in ufe, 
and is a very pleafant liquor. It is made in Egypt 
of fugar, lemon-juice, mnik, ambergreafe, and 
rofe-water. 

The recreations of the Turks are rather paflive 
than active. They doze, fmoke a pipe of tobaoco, 
or play on the tambour, a kind of lute, of no very 
captivating founds. They laugh at the Franks, 
as Europeans in general are termed, for walking 
backwards and forwards, and fetting out for any 
place merely to return again. They ftudy to enter* 
tain their guefts with conversion, chefs, draughts, 
fables, or flmijaj; kinds of paftime; but they never 
I» j?lay 
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play.fbr money of any thing of value, ia which 
quality they deferve imitation and praife. 

The military amufements are (hooting at marks 
or butts with bows and arrows, darting the za- 
gaye, ihooting with an harquebufe, and running. 
The common people take great delight in puppet- 
(hows, which are fometimes ikilfully managed, 
though in a ftyle different from ours. The ac- 
companying mufic is pretty, but the airs are in- 
delicate, and the dancing poftures lafcivious. 

, The Turkiih language is a primitive tongue; 
and though not very copious, is grave and plea- 
fant, and, with fome additions from the Perfian 
and Arabic, becomes fufficiently rich and elegant. 
The Turks, however, are not much addicted to 
learning; yet they have do&ors who explain and 
interpret the laws. 

With regard to the religion of this country, the 
principal article of faith is, That there is but one 
God, and that Mahomet is the Meflenger of God. 
As to the commandments, the Turks reduce them 
to five. I. To pray five times a day. II. To fail 
in lent, or the ramadan, as they diftinguifh it. 

III. To give alms and perform works of charity, 

IV. To go on a pilgrimage to Mecca. V. To keep 
the body clean. Four other points are reckoned 
of importance, though not of abfolute neceflity to 
&1 vat ion. To keep Friday a fabbath; to be cir- 
cumcifed ; to drink no wine; and to abftain from 
fwine's flefh, or things ftr angled. 

They confefs the inefficacy of. prayer, unlets 
they fitrft firmly refolve to forgive their enemies. 
For this reafon they never let a Friday pafs with- 
out bringing about a reconciliation; and from 
this practice and belief arife that happy concord 
and peace, fo prevalent among the Turks. 

Where 
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Where their theological aflumptldnfc are fd few 
and fo fimple, and where/ in confcquence, fuch 
flrefi is laid on good works, there we may expert 
to fee the duties of humanity cultivated in an ef~ 
pecial manner ; and if the difference of religious 
fentiments will not permit us to regard them a* 
brethren in the fame faith, we {hall be obliged to 
allow them at lead the character of being good 
Samaritans. 

We are told that, independent of private alms* 
there is no nation which expends more upon pub* 
lie foundations than the Turks. Even tnofe who 
have but a moderate fortune, frequently leave 
fometjiing after tbeir death, to maintain a perfon 
whofe bufinefsit is to fupply travellers with water, 
as they pafs the places of their fepulture. They 
vifit the fick and the pri Toners, and relieve them 
to the beft of their judgment and abilities -, nor 
are they inattentive to the wants of thofe whom* 
bafhful nicety of feeling keeps fecliided from the 
world. How many families may be found in 
Turkey, who have been ruined by conflagration** 
and reftored by charitable contributions! They 
need .only prelent themfelves at the doors of the 
roofques, and they are fure to attract regard. 
Even the peftilence does not prevent them from 
vifiting their neighbours, or untie the bands of 
nature and fociety. In a word, the Turks are the 
mod charitable people on earth; and the princi- 
ple of doing good is pot confined to private bene- 
volence, but extends to works of public utility* 
The highways, the bridges, the mofques, the baths* 
and the hofpitals, all bear inconteftible evidence 
to the force of a religious perfuafioa operating on 
their conduct. 
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The neighbourhood joins together to efe& 
bridges, where neceflary, and to render the roads 
plea fan t and fafe. The workmen take no hire} 
but find labourers and mafons gratis for the feveral 
forts of' work. Even in the middle of towns, 
pitchers of water are commonly placed at the 
doors of houfes for the convenience of pafiengers; 
and fome honeft muflelmen, during the heat of 
the fummer, fcreen themfelves under tempora- 
ry fheds on the roads, and invite the weary to 
repofe with them, and to partake of refreftiments. 
The very beggars* who are not numerous, carry 
their charity to fuch an extreme, that they give 
their fuperfluities to fuch as are pooler ox left 
fucceisfut in begging than themfelves. 

The Mahometans, indeed) are faid to extend 
their humane attentions even to animals and 
plants. They believe this is pleating to Godj 
Usee men, who will ufe their reafon,may take care 
*f themfelves, but animals having only inftin& to 
guide them, are expofed to wants which they have 
iMt powers to guard again ft. In many towns 
they fell victuals at the corners of ftreets to give 
to the dogs ; and fome even carry their attention 
fo far; as to have them cured of their wounds. 
Out of mere devotion, they will provide the fe- 
' males, which are ready to whelp, with draw and 
Ihelter for themfelves and their puppies. 

In this country it would fcarcely be credited, 
that there are endowments' in Turkey, regularly 
fettled by will, for maintaining a certain number 
of dogs and cats, fo many days in the week; yet 
this is commonly done, and there are people at 
Constantinople paid to.fee that the donor's inten- 
tions are executed. The butchers and bakers fre- 
quently fet apart a portion to bellow on dogs: yet 
* the 
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fee Tarks have a natural averfion to thefe ani- 
mals, and feldom admit them into their boufes, be* 
caufe they think they infe6t the air, and fpread pef- 
tilential diforders. Cats, however, being naturally 
very cleanly and grave in their habitudes, are en- 
deared to the Turks by a flmilarity of difpofition. 

The more' devout among the Mahometans* 
water plants from a charitable motive} and culti- 
vate the earth where they grow, that they may 
thrive the better. In doing fo, they believe thai 
they a& in a manner agreeable to God, who is the 
creator and preferver of all things. 

In the foregoing details, mould the picture of 
charity appear to be overcharged, by the feelings 
of a man who found much benevolence and hu- 
manity where he did not expect them, ftill the 
fad muft be allowed from the concurrent teftimo- . 
ny of others, that the Turks are a moft humane 
and charitable race* 

They appropriate to themfelves the name of 
Moflemim, which has been converted intoMuflel- 
man, fignifying perfons who profefs the doctrine* 
of Mahomet. They alfo term themfelves Sonnitcs. 
or obfervers of the oral traditions of Mahomet and 
his three fucceffors; and True Believers, inoppo- 
fition to the Perfians and others, the adherents of 
Ali. 

. The chief ecclefiaftic is the mufti, which means 
an expounder of the law; and his office is of fuch 
dignity, that when he comes into court, the em- 
peror himfelf rifes from his throne and advances 
feven fteps to meet him. He alone, has the ho- 
nour of killing the fal tad's left ihoulder; while 
the grand vizier, with a more profound inclina- 
iiop of the bo4y, kiffes. only the edge of the em* 

peroral 
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peror's vef , who advances only three fteps wltetl 
he grants an audience. 

The law requires that the mufti mould be con* 
fulred on all emergencies, particularly in thofe 
relating to peace and war \ but time has leffened 
the reverence for his character, and the peculiar 
regard now (hewn him, is rather matter of form 
than obligation; for were he to give a difagree- 
Eble interpretation of the law, or prefume to tra- 
verfe the emperor's defigns,he would be inftantly 
depofed, and his place fupplied by one of a more 
flexible difpofition. On convi&ion of treafbn or 
any other capital crime, he is put into a mortar, 
kept for that purpofe, and pounded to death. 

Bafching obferves, that as the mufti of the 
Turks may be' compared td the pope, fo a cada- 
. lifter, who Is- a fecular perfon, is not very xliffi- 
tniiar to a patriarch : a mola anfwers to an arch* 
biihop; a cady, who is a layman, to a biihop; and 
in iman to i prieft. 

The Turks haveralfo their convents and monks, 
under the general appellation of dervifes, the 
chief of which are the bektalki, mebelevi, cadrl, 
and fegati, whofe forms of worihip conliit chiefly 
in religious dances. 

*- . At prefent the Mahometans avoid all appear* 
ance of propagating their religion by fire and 
fword; and the Chriftians, of various feds, who 
rcfide among them, enjoy full liberty of confei* 
ence, and much greater tranquillity than amoqg 
fome who ftyl* themfelves Chriftians. 

The patriarch of Constantinople is at the fyead 
of the Greek church in this part of the world. 
He is chofen by the neighbouring archbi(hops and 
metropolitan*, and confirmed in bts dignity by th* 

approbation. 
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approbation of the fultan or grand vizier. The 
patriarch's rrtuation is moft reipe&able: he is the 
head and director of the eaftern church* His re- 
venae amounts to no lefs than one Hundred and 
twenty tboufand guilders, one half of which, how* 
ever, he is obliged to pay to the poote/.by way of 
annual tribute, exclusive of feveral prefents. 

Subordinate to the patriarch are feverity arch- 
biihops and metropolitans*, and a much -more con*- . 
fiderable number of bithops. The Arminians 
have many churches in this country : the Jews and 
Catholics have likewife the free exercife of, their 
religion; and the Swedes have been indulged with 
permiiiion to build a Lutheran church atConftaa* 
tinople. ■ 

Though the Turks are far from being a learned 
people, they are. cot without their fchooi&yColleges, 
and feminaries; but they are neither well con- 
ducted nor much frequented. For a long time a 
printing prefs was not allowed to be ere&ed ; and 
printers are now permitted to £«biifh only works 
on fbientiflc or general fubjects. 

Literature, however, is not fo rare among the 
Greeks, who have not only Schools for inftru&ing 
children in the principles of religion ,»but alfd lbme 
vimiverdties. The (hrtejof learning, however,, was 
once more flourishing among the Greeks j ' but it 
rauft be admitted that they labour* urijler every 
difad vantage, both dfi go^ermhent!>arid religion's 
and without freedom, and eren encouragement, 
fcience will never be cultivated witfi fuccefV 

The Ottoman government feetns urbe w.dl cjia>- 
ra&erized by «M. Tonrneiprt', riti the ffobfequent 
pailage^juvhich (wiftlprorfeihow^ecctisry it is to 
^fcrinuMta be<wtdn. the govw«o?«nt» attd thtp 
people, .: v... .; i . £ •••• :* . 
*: .u Tho 
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fragrant Paradifc, aad the incomparable Egypt t 
of all Arabia, Antioch, Aleppo, and many other 
memorable and celebrated places, cities, and faith- 
ful vaflaisy emperor ; emperorof emperors j the 
mod gracious and all powerful faltan, &c." 

The Turkiih arms arc a crcfcent. In the right 
of fucceffion, no regard is naid to age or birth- 
right, it being fufficient if they confine their 
elections to the Ottoman* family ; but women are 
excluded from the throne* Though the govern- 
ment, however, is purely monarchical and de~ 
ipotic> yet, if the-emperor h negligent in indulg- 
ing the humours- of the people, and inattentive 
to the janizarifti, he is not only in danger of be- 
ing depofed, but -murdered, 
r The. -money current at Conftantinople Js the 
mangnur, which is half a quadrin, copper coin 3 
and- fix. of them make an afper, a little piece of 
filver, n^unped with thcugrand fejgnior's name* 
and*vtorib about three iarthings fterling. ' The 
ifolette is valued at fifty-five afpers^ The afiani, 
wHich h impreiTed with a lion^ia worth eighty 
afpers r trad the piaftre, or picade, ninety. The 
Turkiih ehequin is worth two pi aft res, aad the 
Venetian two piaftre* and ten afpers. 

Their weights are the quirat, which Is four 
grains, and fixteen of them make a dram.: the 
medical is one dram and a half; and ftveire 
drams 'make an ounce. The rotte confifh of 
twejve ounces ; the oque is three rottes, or four 
hundred drams ; and the cantar is one hundred 
and fifty rottes. ' ; 

As a Specimen of the-imperiousnaud aiTiiming 

fiyle ufbd.by the f&tans»;.we,fubjoin a cartel 

aqaalLj^ iniblent aad extravagant* fent by Soft* 

*naa 1. 10 the £n^perpr.Ma«imUiaa 1L , - 

A .^By 
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f By the connivance of v thc grace of God in 
heaven, we, Soli man, god 6h earth, great and 
fublime emperor -of all the worjd, lord, mallei** 
and difpofer of all the followers of Chrrft ; we 
fend and declare unto thee, Maximilian, indigna* 
tion, misfortune, and infidelity to thee and thy 
princes, fubjeds, and adherents. ; - ■ ' ' •* 

** We, moreover, give thee to know, that we* 
by the fufferance of the great God, ftyled on 
earth the perpetual and univerfal god, mod 
mighty emperor> foldan of Babylon, lord of Ar- 
menia, the mtghttoft in PeriepoHs and Numidia, 
the great auxiliary * df God, prince in- Barbary* 
even to the mountain* of Achaia 5 king of kings, 
from the meridian to the poles, from the rifiag 
of the fun to the letting thereof, the firft and 
chief placed in the paradife of Mahomet, the" 
iconrge of Christendom and Chrifttoftfty keeper 
and defender of the &pulchre of thy God cruci- 
fied, jfche only vi&orroos and trhiMpham%!ord of 
all the world, and of all circuits and provinces 
thereof: thou, Maximilian, who ftylcft thyfelf 
king of our kingdom of Hungary, we will vifit 
thee for that caufd, and make- thee acquainted 
*rith our ihrength of thirteen kingdom*, oollecled 
intd One hundred thoufand horie arid foot, pre- 
pared for war, with all the power of Turkiih 
munition , v fuch as thou nor any of thy fervanta 
have ieen, heard, or had knowledge of 5 and this 
even before thy chief city of Vienna. 
- '* We, Soliman, god on earth, in defiance of 
. thee, thy adherent* and abettors, do, with our 
warlike ftrength, pronounce and intend thine and 
their utter deftru&ion and depopulation by every 
means we can devifei And this we fignify to 
thee, that thou and thy mi&rable people mar 
- . .> K2 prcpr 
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prepare for death or rain. With us it is detor> 
fnined, by the hands of our janizaries, to ravage 
and fpoii thee, and all thy German kingdom* 
and provinces. This mifery we have denounced . 
againft thee and thy princes. Have thou no 
doubt but we will come. 

•• Dated in the year of our reign forty-feven, 
$n the city of Conilantinople, from which we did 
expel thy predeceiTors, their wives, children* and 
friends, and made them miferable flares and cap- 
tives;* 

All thefe tumid menaces, however, evaporated 
in fmoke. Soliman, it is true, made vaft prepa- 
rations to invade Hungary with a powerful army, 
and a&ually invefied the city of Sigeth, on the 
frontiers of Sclavonla, which was defended by 
Count Serini at the head of a numerous garrifon* 
But Soliman died of a. malignant fever before 
the place could be reduced* The vizier, however, 
continued the fiege, and the place was defended 
to the laft extremity by the gallant Serini, who, 
finding it impoflible longer to wlthftand the fury 
of the afiailaots, made a Tally with bis garrifon, 
and was flain with all his followers. 

The vizier having entertained his foldiers with 
the light of Serini's head on a pole, afterwards 
fent it to Count Salm, who then commanded at 
Raab, together with this laconic epifile : " In 
token of my love, I fend thee the head of a moft 
refolute and valliant commander, thy friend, fbe 
reft of his body I have decently buried, as became 
fuch a man. Sigeth bids thee farewel for ever." 

But to return to our traveller. Thevenot left 
Conftantinople in \056 9 and failed in a faique to 
Montagna, from whence he rode to fiurfa, the 
Prufia of antiquity, and the metropolis «f thean* 

cicot 



«eat kingdom of Bytbania, and which was the 
capital city of the Turkiih empire in the reign of 
Orcan, the fon of Ofman the nrft faltan, who 
took it in the feven hundred and twerity-fixth 
fear of the hegyra; -bet it was afterwards taken 
irornBajazet by- Tamerlane. ■ " ■ 

This city ftands about ten miles from Mount 
Olympus, in a pleaiant fituation, and abounding 
in -water. A ftream runs through the town, f» 
hot as to boil an egg, and feveral bagnios are 
fupplied with its water, which is laid to be a* fo* 
vereign cure frn many diforders incident to man. ' 
. From Burfa he proceeded to Smyrna with the 
caravan, carrying, as ufual, the nece£(ary fupplies 
with them-; for nothing is to be met with on the 
road, fave water. 

Burfa is a large town, and well inhabited both 
by Turks and Greeks ,- but is neither remarkable' 
for beauty nor flrength. It- is'guardedby a 
caftle, near which is an ample amphitheatre, 
where Pofycanp, . the difciple of Str John and 
biihop of Smyrna, faffered .martyrdom* The port 
is .fraall ; but the road is fpacious and fafe. By 
the road ftands the.cuftom hbufe9 of the con- 
fola, merchants, and Pranks, who' have, forrthe 
mofi part, a door in their dwellings communicat- 
ing with the fea. 

Betides Turks, Chiiftians of various denomina- 
tions have fixed their reiidence here. The fur* 
rounding country i* champaign and fertile, 
abounding in olivteJrees and gardens. All the 
necefiaries of life are abundant, and the wine is 
jnoft excellent. This country, however* is fub- 
jeci to- earthquakes, <which frequently do im- 
menfe damage; but fuch are tjie locai.advan* 
tages of Burfa. that they are fpeedily forgot. 
K3 
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The famine* air would be exoeflively hot, wrre 
it not naodcratcd by a breeze from the north* 
which blows regularly every day, and temperate* 
the heat- 
Smyrna is a place of great antiquity, and is 
faid to have been founded by the amazon of the 
fame name. Moft European nations have facto- 
ries, here for the convenience of trade, as it it 
one of the moil commercial places in the Levant* 
The chief commerce confifts in raw and Per- 
fiair filks, grograms, and cotton: The English 
factory oonfifts of eighty or one hundred perfons, 
moft of them younger fons of refpe&able families, 
who are apprenticed to fome Turkey merchants 
for feven years, three of which they fpend in 
Europe, to underftand their mailer's concerns, 
•nd are then fent for the remainder of their term 
to negotiate in thefe parts, for which they are 
allowed a certain fum per cent* If they are in- 
duftrious and attentive, they not only live gen- 
teelly, but in due time become opulent* 

From Smyrna our traveller proceeded to Ephc- 
fus, about fourteen or fifteen leagues diftant. In 
the way is a village, called Sedequi, about three 
leagues from Smyrna. It is very delightfully fi- 
tuated, and on this account many of the Euro- 
pean factors have their country houfes here, to 
which they retire, by way of changing the fcenc, 
or to enjoy the diverfion of hunting. 

Ephefus, once fo famous, is now only a eon*- 
fitted heap of rubbifli, demoliflied walls, and 
broken columns. The part, which is ftill inha- 
bited, is bounded on the eaft by a large plain, 
which extends to the Archipelago, and on every 
Other fide by high hills* 

The 



The ftioft remarkable ftrudore in this town it 
the old church of St. John the Evangelift. The 
Turks have converted it into a f mofque, fend addl- 
ed a minaret/ adorning it in other refpe&s after 
their fafhion. Its principal curiofillea were tran£ 
ported to Constantinople, to decorate the riiofque 
-which the Sultan Soliman Weeded in that city. 

The cattle is fituated pn a hill, and has an an* 
dent tower ftill fianding, on the top of which it 
a Tery curious piece of fculpture in bats relief, 
which, according to fon^e, reprefents the hiftory 
ef Marcus Curiusj while others take it to he the 
deftru&ion of Troy. The fa6fc is, it is impoflible 
to examine' it near enough to ascertain this cir- 
enmftance fufficiently. 

In pafling this tower may be feen three piecet 
of marble, one of which reprefents Bauhmai; the 
fecond, a man fallen from his horfe, and a per»- 
fon in a fenator's habit, who feems to he lament- 
ing the accident) the third, is the figure of a 
dead body laid out for interment. • - 

A large inclofure, where anciently flood the 
the temple of Diana, has nothing now remark- 
able but one fpacious gate, much ruined and de- 
faced. Within the area, on the north fide, is a 
man on horfebaok, traced on a Hone, with a dog 
by him. and a ferpent twifted round a tree. On 
the fouth fide are two inferiptions ; but they are 
(o confufed, that it is impoflible to read them. 

Not far from Ephefus lies an ifland, called 
Seala Nova, by the Turks Cous- Adafi $ which pro- 
duces the richeft mufcadine wine of any in the 
Archipelago. 

Our author went to vifit the wonders of Chio* 
fo much celebrated throughout all Alia. This 
ifland, which *nay bo- called the paradke of 

G* 
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&**?£, is governed by Choftfapt, *ufat the au- 
thority of the, .T^s,,.teho. command ia fault 
inautfisj* The .native* obtained thofe privileges 
ty Wilting a voluntary fabfni (fion to Mahomet U. 
tyfcen be conquered Greece* and the Turks, fuffer 
$bpra tp jebjoy . them without tnoleftation, , 

XJp -and down the ifland are feveral churches 
Wonging either, to the.popiib bi&ops or, monks; 
jbut .the, religious edifices of the. Greeks >ere muck 
more- numerous. They are all well attended* 
•nd v divine fervice is. performed with as muck 
•fpleudor and ceremony aa in. the middle of CJfrmV 
codom. - • 

- Ohio produces large, quantities of gum.-ma(lic 
- They prick the trees in Auguft and September* 
•ad the gum, exuding by , the perforations in the 
bark, trickles down the tree, and concretes int* 
ilat pieces at the bottom, which are afterwards 
dried- in the fun, and purified from the duft that 
adheres, to the furface. About one thouland 
chefts of raaftic are annually gathered in. this 
iiland, three hundred of -which, or about thj^e 
hundred weight,, belong .to. the grand feignior, 
and the red are obliged to be fold at a iiipnlated 
frice to the farmer of the eutfoms. 

Dipfcorides fays, the maftic of Chio is the beft 
In the world. It is a white gum, which enters 
into the composition- of many ointments j and 
theGreeks indulge themfelves frequently in chew* 
Jng it, becaufe it fweetens the breathand whitens 
the teeth. It is alfo mixed with flour, to tender 
the .bread more delicate. 

The chief town of this ifland bears the fame 
Dame. It is well built and populous. Many of 
the inhabitants are Chriittaos, either Greeks or 
Latins, who have each of them, a biihop. . Here 

are 
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tre federal convents of nun* ; but it is faid, thcfn 
females do not feclude themfelves (o much from 
the fociety of the other lex, as good morals re* 
quire. Indeed, they are not bound by perpetual 
vows? but may leave their convent when they 
pleafe. They are very ikilful in embroidery ill 
gold and flJver. 

Chio is much expofed to thofe dreadful vKta* 
lions, earthquakes ; and there is often a fcarcity / 
of water. It rains but little here $ and every ' 
tpring, Turks, Greeks, Latins, and Jews, join in 
proceffions to obtain this difpenfation from Provi- 
dence. 

Notwithstanding its (tony foil and a foareity 
of water, corn and wine arrive at great perfec- 
tion, and all kinds of prorations are cheap. Par* 
fridges are fo tame, that they are fed by keepers; 
whofe whittle they obey. 

The Chiots manufacture damaflc, fating tatTe 4 " 
tas, fuflians, and other filk fluffs, and carry on a 
brfik trade with Grand Cairo, and the maritime 
cities of Barbary and Natolia. Such as are not 
engaged in bufinefs, fit whole dayB under the 
/hade of trees, and amufe themfelves in conver- 
fation. Learning is almoft become obfolete $ yet 
the natives pofiefs a lharp wit and much dexteri- 
ty in the management of their affairs. 

Both fexes are very partial to dancing ; and oft 
Sundays and holidays this is their ufnal diverfion, 
A ftranger may join in their feftivities without 
offence. The men are not at all jealous, and the 
women are naturally familiar and attentive tor 
Grangers. 

Another ifle of the Archipelago, bordering on 
Ana, is PatinQ, the Patmo*of the ancients-* U4* 
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about eighteen miles in circuit} and contain* 
only one well-built town, with a caftle in the 
centre, dalled the Monaftery of St. John, where 
two hundred Greek monks refide. St. John be- 
ing baniflied to this iiland, is faid to have written 
the Revelations here. They carefully preferve a 
body in a cafe, which they affirm is the body of 
St. John, and flill ihew; the grotto in which he 
was reported to have penned the Apocalypfe. 

Tbere are about three thoufand inhabitants; 
but the. foil being fteril and arid, the means of 
fubfiftence are not eafily procured. They are 
generally Chriftians, and are tributary to the 
{Ruid feignior. * 

- Ni*ia, anciently Naxos, i« about one hundred 
and twenty fniles in circumference. It was for- 
merly fubjed to the fanudi and fomarigi, Venetian 
nobfes; and many families lull boaft their defcent 
from jthem. It afterwards fell into the hands of 
the Turks under Solymus. 

The land is generally fertile, particularly the 
Vale of Darmilla, which has eighteen villages. 
Clole by the fhore, over againft the Illand of Ni* j 
caria, is to be ieen, on a rugged mountain, fome 
ruins of the caftle of Apollo, built of enormouily 
large (tones. i 

On the hills, in this ifland, grows a kind of 
Jhrub, which produces the gum labdanurn. It is | 
Sometimes collected from the beards of the goats ' 
which feed on it. As it is only a vifcid exuda- 
tion; from the plant, it is difficult to procure it | 
pure, or in large quantities. 

About two leagues from Nixia is the file of I 
Pares/ which has three catftes, feverai villages, | 
*&d a^jood harbour. The antiouitka of th« 
s > ; Uland, I 



Atn> *bYAot* lop" 

Inarid, eonfifting of ftaAues, marble cfaefts; &Ci 
have been carried away *, as well as from Delos * 
lb that there now remains only one image of a 
woman, which is fo large that it cannot be ffkred» 

This latter ifland was famous for its noble 
tptarries of marble, and Hill more for f he oracle 
of Apollo ) but now it is the chief refort of the 
Corfairs. 

Mycone was once populous and celebrated) 
but, owing to the oppreflion of the Turks, is now 
almoft fori'aken, It is about three miles in com* 
pafs. We .omit the mention of feveral inferior 
iilarids, becaufe the enumeration of them would 
furniih little information or entertainment. 

From Chio, Theveoot faile,d ftom Egypt, and 
in his paflage took a view of .the Ifle of Samoa, 
It is a very barren country, though celebrated for 
being the native place of Pythagoras, Polycrates, 
and the Sybil.* Over againft Samoa is the IHand 
of Nicaria, anciently called Icaria,^ from Icarus 
the fon of Daedalus. It has: an arid rocky 1 foil, 
and fupports about three thoufand inhabitants, 
-who appear very poor* They are excellent fwim* 
roers, and dive for fponges and wrecks: The 
ricbeft men in this Hie give their daughters in 
marriage to the beft diver, which is tried in ths) 
•preience of the father and the young lady, and 
he who can remain longeit under water gains the 
fair prize. 

The grand feignior receives his tribute la 
fponges. They have fome vineyards among thg 
rocks, of which they make a wine, of a molt ex>- 
tira ordinary diuretic quality. The Greek empe- 
rors, of Constantinople, made this ifland the place 

• Xbc fruriae cfeinUl^ fatusatrfy fclopgt to this oountry. . 
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of banhhmeut for perfons of quality who fell tin* 
der their difpleafure. 

Leaving Ssmos, our author came to the Me of 
Stanchio, or Ifola Longa. Its ancient name waa 
Coot. It iff about feventy miles in circumference, 
and is very fruitful, particularly in wine. By the 
fea fide is a pretty ttrong cattle, where the Turks 
keep a garrifon. Near this lies the town, whera 
there is a tree of fuch vaft extent, as to be 
able to {belter two tboufand perfons under its 
branches; and in this fituatipn a number of 
tradesmen exercife their vocations. 

This ifland was famous for being the birth- 
place of iEfculapius and Hippocrates, the princes 
ht phyficians; and of Apelles, the prince of 
painters. The knight* of Malta held it, while 
they were mailers of Rhodes, and many of their 
monuments are ftill in, being. The women of 
this ifle are (aid to be too partial to Grangers. 

After touching at Bodroa, Thevenot tailed to 
^Rhodes. This ide has Lycia on the north, the 
Me of Cyprus on the eaft, Candia on the weft, 
and Egypt on the Jbuth. It is one hundred miles 
in circuit, and enjoys a temperate climate. The 
foil is fruitful, and it has many populous villages, 
betides a fmall, but ftrong city. 

This illand has often changed its matters. The 
Creeks, the Saracens, the Knights of St. John 
of Jerufalem, fuccei&vely occupied it : at laft it 
fell under the dominion of the Turks in the 
reign of Soliman II. and Hill continues trioa* 
tary to them. 

The town has two harbours, of which the priu- 
*ipa}, or great port, is -fpacious, but not always 
fafe. Near the entrance (lands a tower, built by 
ifc* Turks, on the fite fcf Che tower of St. Nicho- 
las. 
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la«. It is well furniflied with cannon, and op* 
polke to it Hands the caftle of St. Angelo. 
- This caftle and the tower were built in the 
place where flood the Coloflus, one of the feven 
wonders of the world > between the legs of which 
lhtps under full fail might pafs. It reprefented 
the fun, and was cad by Chares, the Lyndian. 
Its height was fifty cubits, and the expanfion of 
its legs fifty fathoms. In one hand it carried a 
light-houfe. It was overthrown by a concuflion 
of the earth, and being broken in pieces by the 
Saracens, was fold to a Jew, who loaded nine 
hundred camels with the metal, which he carried 
to Alexandria in the year of the Chriftian em 
£54, after it had flood one thoufand four hun- 
dred and fixty-one years. 

The port of the gallies is a good harbour, but 
the mouth is extremely narrow, fo that only one 
veflel can pafs at a time. This entrance is night- 
ly Unit up with a chain. 

The town has high and well-built walls, plant- 
ed with falcons at top, and below are port-holer' 
for cannon. It has three gates ,- one towards tht 
fea, and two on the land fide. Over the water?* 
gate is fet tip the Dragon's Head, which was 
thirty-three feet long, and wafted all the country 
round. This monfter was flain by Deogate de 
Gozon, one of the knights of St. John*. 

Th£ facets are broad and pretty well paved. 
It is inhabited chiefly by Turks and Jews ; for, 
though the Chriflians are permitted to open (hops 
in the town by day, they are nightly obliged to 
retire to the villages. 

* Naturalifts know no fuch animal as a dragon. Is the fpft- 
cWseitind? or rather, waff it not fome of tht' larger kin Jt of 
{erjMflts which went wtitfirty under (kit ajme? 1* 

Vot.XI, h Un 
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Coloffus, is a little rock at the- point, of the lfle of 
Rhodes, fatty miles from thf town. I( has a 
ftrong fort. . 

At the bottom of the Mediterranean ljes the 
noble Jiland of Cyprus, famous in all ages for the 
fertility of its foil, tfre excellence of its climate, 
and the advantages of its Situation* J n different 
ages it has obtained different appellations : and 
fome of them are fuch, as reader it difficult to 
ascertain the authorities on which they arc 
founded. At laft it obtained the name of Cyprus, 
which it full, retains, though the derivation is by 
.no means clear. 

.. In ancient times, it was (acred to Venus, on 
account of the lafcivioufnefs pf it? inhabitants.; 
;©r perhaps from its fertility j for fertility and fe- 
tcundity generally accompany each other. The 
fummers are prpdigioufly hot, fp that fcmetimes 
the brooks, and even the rivers, W* been dried 
.up \ and in the reign of Coatiantihe the Great, 
♦they had no rain for thirty- fix years together, 
•which almoft reduced it to a.defert. Such vifit- 
.ations, however, are \iy no means frequent j and 
a folitary inftanee or two ought not to derogate 
from the allowed fertility of the foil. 

Corn, wine, oil, fugar, cotton, honey, wool, 
turpentine, alum, verdegreafe, almoft all forts of 
metals,' and moft excellent fait, are the natural , 
productions of this highly-favoured ifle. Jt con* 
tains feveral ports, all the materials requifite for 
, fhip- building, and all the commodities that can 
render a trade extenlive and advantageous. But 
thefe. ttfelpngs are counterbalanced, by a tyranni- 
cal government j and under this defpotifm, it is 
neither "half cultivated nor peopled. 
*-** *'. AT**** 
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A Tarkifli bafhaw deftroys the fugar-canes, 
left the Cypriots fhould become too opulent, ao 
evil which there is little reafon to dread under 
inch an adminiftration. In ihort, this ifland fur- 
nishes an additional proof to the many that niay 
be produced how far tyranny may defeat all the 
kind intentions of Nature. : 

From a million of inhabitants, the population 
is now reduced to thirty thousand ; froth a climate 
that boafted a perper&al fpring, it is now become 
both Unwholesome and unpleafantj from cities 
and towns, which almoft touched each other, it 
sow contains only fcattered villages and heaps of 
ruins ; from an exuberant abundance of all things 
neceffary for comfort or luxury,- the inhabitants 
are reduced to indigence and want. So that the 
curfory furvey of modern Cypras would refute at) 
that poets and hiftorians have faid in its favour. 
Such are the baneful efte&s of a falfe religion and 
a defpotic government. In II 91, Cyprus was 
conquered oy Richard I. king of England, who 
gave it to Guy of Lufignan, in whofe family it 
continued .for many generation^ It afterwards 
underwent feveral revolutions. 

While thefe iflands are under review, it would 
be unpardonable to negleft Caudia* which makes 
fuch a- conspicuous figure, both in ancient and 
modern hiilory; Who has not heard of the infu* 
riate wars carried on here between the Venetians 
and the Turks.? The inhabitants of this ifle are 
characterized as fepnble? braver and hard^? 
whereas the natives of Scios aire faid to have al- 
moft contrary qualities. A Turkish ba$iaw> 
famed for his wiidom, remarked that a wife Sciot 
and a green- horfe were equally tare. By this un* 
• " v . ■ Lav- :juck^ 
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lucky farcafra, he ftamped the name of Prafliroc*, 
or Green, on the whole nation. But ai for the 
Candiots, though hated by the Turks, yet they 
allow them to poffefs botn courage and under- 
Handing, of which they have given frequent proofs. 
Candia, the ancient Crete, after a war Of twen- 
ty-feven years, in which the Venetians difplay- 
ed prodigies of valour, at laft fell under the power 
of the Turks. The city of Candia was defended 
to the laft extremity. After a ; dole fiege of 
nearly two years continuance, dire&ed by the 
vizier in perfon, with the flower of the Turkifh 
array, the Venetians were obliged to furrender ; 
yet upon the moft honourable terms, carrying 
with them every thing they pleafed. 

So much was the vizier rejoiced -at the capture 
Of this long-difputed prize, that he ordered feve- 
ral of. the, Turkifh boats to. aflift his enemies in 
tranfporting their goods to the (hips; and, like a 
man of honour, he ftri&ly obferved the terms of 
thecapitulatton, and punifhed two janizaries with 
death, who had dared to ad contrary to them. 
The fame of this fiege, the length to which it 
was protracted, the expedients of aflault and de* 
fence will ever fill the hiftorte page 5 but this is 
not, the place to enter into particulars; All the 
arts of war were exhaufted on both fides, but 
numbers and perfeverance at laft turned the fcale 
in favour of. the Turks. 

Candia once contained twenty cities, and 
pbove one thoufand towns* villages, and large 
monafterks ; now it has not more than four cities, 
and about three huridred towns and villages. The 
labyrinth has been of ten mentioned, and its ori- 
gin and vufe. as. .often difputed*. Its intricacies 
•ajtend about two miles, and it is fo covered with 
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•arth onjbe top, as to have the appearance of 
fblid land; It can only be vifited by the ufe of 
candles and .lanterns, with. a line. Under foot* 
the path is plain, and over bead is an arch of dif* 
ferent heights in the different windings. In 
tracing this vaft labyrinth, we meet with ieverai 
vaults, probably uied ad places of . fepulture, 
Large bats, in clutters, hang from the roof and 
walk. Some.have proceeded a coofiderable way 
in this, fubterraneons abode; but as the da nips 
are tropleafant, and nothing is found to r*f 
ward. the toil or to gratify thecwiofityof .adven- 
turer*, few-are willing to explore if >to> its remote* 
recefies. :•« • •/ •• 

To the fouth-wsft, at about ten miles, diilance, 
ft ands the famous Mount id a, which cads a iha#» 
dow on the labyrinth at four o'clock. On it are 
many pleafaut monasteries, with groves of cyprefs 
trees. So vail is its height, that we are tola the 
Coaft of fiarbary may be feen from its fummit. 
The modern name of Ida is Pfilla Vuona. 

Not one eighth of the houfes of Candia are now 
inhabited, and very few are left entire. The 
Turks feem to have great pleafure in the acquifi- 
tion of this place, but take little care to render 
it productive of advantages to them. The num- 
ber of the inhabitants is reckoned at ten thoufand, 
including Greeks. A conflant garrifon of two 
thoufimd janizaries is kept here, betides the ba- 
ihaw*s guards. Since the Turks have become 
mailers of the place, they have granted perraif- 
fion to people of any religion to fettle here; but 
the fun of Candia feems to be fet for ever* unlefs 
it fhould once more change its mailers. 

The port is almofl circular, and is very fecure* 

bat there is not depth of water for ihips of any 

L $ confider 
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confiderabie burden • In fa&> it was altooft quit* 
choked up with rubbifh, till it was cleared by a 
French engineer. < The Turks ftill fhew a fmali 
cave or arch, where they report the Venetian ge- 
neral flept, to fecure himfelf from the bombt 
which were thrown into the town. This is pro- 
bably an invention; for the befieged certainly 
ihewed no fymptoms of cowardice or timidity. 
. With the firft fair wind,M. Thevenot proceed- 
ed for Egypt froin Cyprus, and came to an anchor 
in the pb^t of Alexandria. As we ihall have co- 
canon, in the fequel, to trace the antiquities of 
that celebrated country, under fach able guides 
as Pococke and Norden, we (hall here difmHs 
.him, grateful for the entertainment and infrac- 
tion he has afforded us. 
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SIR JOHNCHJRDIN, 

THROUGH MINGRELIA and GEORGIA, 

INTO 

PERSIA. 

" — » i 

CHARD IN was the four of a jeweller at Pant, 
and was born in 16*3. Having received 
a liberal education, he early devoted himfelf to 
commerce 5 and profecuted with great fuccefs the 
traffic in jewels, which he perfe&ly underffood, 
and by which he acquired, with an onfpotted re* 
potation, an ample and affluent fortune. By dif- 
ferent routes he made feveral excursions into the 
eaft, and refided feveral years in Perfia. His tra- 
vels are diftinguiflied for accuracy and fidelity, 
and have ever been held in high.eftimation. They 
were firft published in the Englifh language, but 
have fince run through feveral unproved edition* 
in French. ^ 

On the revocation of the edid of Naotz, in 
1685, Chardin, who it appears was a protectant* 
came over to England, where he was treated with 
much refpe& on account of his wealth and cha- 
racter, and had the honour of knighthood confer* 
red on him by Charles II. He continued to re* 
fide in Ibis country, where he purchafcd a large 
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eftate, and died' in an advanced age, in 1712, 
leaving two fons and feverai daughters to inherit 
his ample rafic&oiuu .^ ^ • > 

I teft WrJs r ia$rs Sir Jfehn, *u tfae'lptliof Au- 
guft 1671, to return to Perfia, where the late king 
had conflitnted me hi? merchant by letters potent, 
and had coramiffioned me to procure many jewels 
of value, which were to be let according to mo- 
dels drawn by his -majeftps own hand. M. Rai- 
fin, a gentleman of great integrity, who had been 
my companion 'in Tmjt farmer tfftvels, engaged 
again in this' commerce. tVe Tpent fourteen 
months in the richeft countries of Europe, in 
fearch of the largeft jefJfftimd the flnefi wrought 
eorals. Meanwhile, we provided ourfelves with 
? variety of the mofrcoftly articles in gold, tfhrer, 
watch and clock machinery, and betides, took 
with us twelve thdu&nd ducats in gold. ' 
- Travelling by the way of Milan, Venice, and 
^Florence, we arrived at Leghorn, and embarked 
S11 a-fhip, under Dutch convoy for Smyrna, which 
we reached on the 2d of March 3672, and twelve 
days after, landed at Conftantinople. In thi&ci* 
ty we remained four months 5 but a quarrel 
freaking out between the grand vizier and the 
jreneh ambafTador, we were alarmed with reports 
that all belonging to the French nation were about 
10 be arretted; and fearful of lofing our mer- 
chandize, which was very valuable, we made all 
foffible expedition, to avoid the danger, by ^tra- 
velling into Perfia. 

: The weather being now hot, the caravans were 
iufpended ; but the Porte being about to. fend a 
new commander with foldiers, and the annual re- 
mittance of money to the fort of Afbph, on the 
lake Mcotis, we obtained a paflage in a Toirk* 
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Mb fcique • find on the 27th of July, embarked at 
a port on the Thracian Bofphorui. 

This fbaight; which is about fifteen miles in> 
length, and in moft places about two broad, re- 
ceives its name 'from the fuppojition that an ox ia 
capable of fwiroming acrofs it. It is certainly, 
one of the mod delightful channels in the world ; 
for the riling {bores are covered with pleafura 
houfes, gardens, and plantations, and are watered} 
by a multitude of fprings and fountains. • » 

In fine weather, this ftraigbt is enlivened by a) 
number of barks failing backwards and forwards* 
and the profpeft of Constantinople from the top 
of it, about two miles diftance, is one of the irioik 
enchanting in nature. It is well defended by 
fort's.' t 

On the 3d of Auguft, we arrived at Caffa, a 
port in the Tauricus Cherfonefus, a peninfula 
about thirty-five leagues from north to fouth, and 
fifty-five from eaft to weft. The ifthmus, which 
joins it to the continent, is about a league ia 
breadth. This track is inhabited by the Crim 
Tartars, who dwell in cities and towns, whili 
their neighbours, the Nogays and Calmucs, live in 
tents. 

Caffa is a large town, built at the bottom of* 
hill on the beach. It is furrounded with ftrong 
walls, and has a cattle at each end, which advances 
into the feaj whence the town, being viewed 
from a veflel in the harbour, appears in form of 
a crcfcent. 

The caftle on the fouth ftands on an eminence; 
which commands the whole place, and is the re* 
fidence of the baftiaw. The houfes in the town 
are computed at. four thoufand, about threa 
/ourtbs of which belong to the Turks and Tar* 

tar 
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tart, and the reft to the Greeks and Arminiant. 
They are neither large nor elegant, being chiefly 
built of earth; nor' are there many edifices of 
#one in the place. 

The furroundirig- foil is dry and fendy, produc- 
ing little fruit, and the water* is indifferent ; but 
the air is pure and falubrious. ProvUiens of all 
kinds* notwithftandittg the fterility of the foil, are 
Aheap and good. . A. considerable trade is carried 
on here . in fait fifh and caviare, which being 
taught in: the Lake Mceotis, are tranfported into 
all parts of Europe. The inhabitants alfo furnifh 
Constantinople and other places with com, felt, 
and butter, the latter is the beft in ail- Turkey. 

On the 3Qth of Auguft, we departed from Caf~ 
ia, in a (hip bound for Mingrelia, and next flay 
arrived at Donflow, or the Salt Pits, about fifty 
miles from CafFa. Here amazing qua n tides of 
fait are made from the* fea-water, concreted by 
the heat of the fun. Two hundred veiTels are faid 
to be annually laden with it. 
.• About a mile from the fliore is a village of the 
Tartars, with a fmall mofque, and round it a .great 
number of tents. Some of thefe arehandfomely 
ere&ed, and hung and floored wkh tapeflry. 
Every family* who tan afford it, .liaye three of 
fhofe habitations, one for? their owrtiife, another 
for their fervants,,*nd the.tbird for their cattle. 
The corn and forage is flowed in magazines under 
ground, and fo artificially covered, that they are 
not eafily traced, except by the natives. Their 
tents are eafily ftruck and removed on oceafion, 
by means of their horfes and oxen, of which they 
breed a great number. They profefs the Maho- 
metan religion 5 but intermix many ridiculous 
rites Of divination with it. / : 

• •.: From 
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From Dunfibow we foiled along the channel to 
Cape Cuodos. The co&ft on. both fides is fuhjeft 
to the Turks, and thinly inhabited by the Tartars. 
from the ilraight that opens iptp the Lake Moor 
otis to Mingrelia, is fix hundred miles, along ft 
pleafaat woody fhore^iahabited by a people call*. 
ed the Cherks, or Cyrcafiian Tartars, whodifclaim 
any allegiance to the grand feignior. The ve£- 
fels, which pafs from Constantinople toMingreli^, 
trade With thefe people, but with much caution 
circumfpe&ion, as they are remarkably perfidious 
and dengning. This trade is carried on by e^* 
change ; the Circafiians bringing down flaves <jf 
both fp*&, wa>, honey, leather; and furs, which 
they barter for fuch commodities as they want, i 

Circaffia is. a pleafant and fertile qonntry, pith 
ducing many excellent fruits almoft fpontaneou(* 
ly ; but the chief wealth of the inhabitants con- 
fifts in their cattle and fheep. The wool of. thp 
latter is in high estimation. Millet is the puly 
grain they fow for the ufe of man, and barley, foe 
their horfes. The women till and manure th£ 
land. Their ufuftt beverage is water, or bo?a, a 
fermented liquor made ifpai millet, as potent *s 
wine. \. r » 

They live in wooden nuts* and gp almoft jun- 
ked ; their beds are made of lheep lkins fewed tq- 
get her, and puffed with millet leaves, beaten, , in 
the thralhing of that grain,, as ftnall;as oat cba& 

Chriftianity was formerly-efiablifhed here j but 
this has by degrees degenerated to a number of 
ridiculous ceremQnies> neither Christian nor Ma* 
hometao. 

The Abcas border on the Circaffian*, and occu- 
py about one hundred miles of the coaft towards 
Mingrelia- They axe lefs favage than the Cif- 
3 % ' caffi 3 
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caffiatlij but equally inclined to piHage, for 
•Which reafons merchant* are obliged to be upon 
•their guard in trading with them. Like their 
neighbours, they deal in thebuman race, which 
forms their principal artiele of trade. 

• *On the 10th of September, we arrived at Ifga- 
>Our, a port' in Mingrelia, where vefTels trading 
thither generally lie. It is a defert* place, and 
•therefore traders are obliged to conftru& huts or 
t>ooths for themfelves on the ihore, to f accommo- 
date them during their ftay/ tfhich is frequently 
determined by the amicable oFhoftile conduct of 
the natives. 

* Colchis, or MiBgrelia,is fituated at the bottom 
of the Black Sea. It is bounded on the eaft by 
the little kihgdoth of Itneretta 5 on the fouth by 
the Black Sea ; and on the north by Mount Cau- 
cafus. The river* Codours and Rione, the Corax 
•nd Phafis of antiquity, divide it; .the one from 

1 'the Abcas, and the other from the Imeretta. Its 
length is about one hundred and ten miles, and 
Its breadth iixty. 

The inhabitants of Caucafus, who border on 
^Colchis, obtain different appellations ; among 
the reft are the Black Circailians, fo denominated 
from the fogs that iuvelope the face of the iky, 
and not from their completions j for they are re- 
markably fair. Thefe people were anciently 
Ghriftians, but, now fubtm by robbery and rapine, 
emancipating themfelves from all religious and 
tnoral ties, and poAeffing little except ,the power 
of ipeech to diftinguiih them from the brutes. 
They are very tall and portly j but their looks in- 
-dicate their favage difpofitions^ 

The ancient Colchis was much fuperior in ex- 
Tit to the prefejH Miogretia. Its capital,, of the 
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fcme name, was feated at the efflux of the Vhafis. 
The country is uneven, full of hills and moun- 
tains, valleys and plains. It is chiefly covered 
with woods, which are conftantly ufurping the 
few cultivated fpots that prefent thernfelves. 

The air is temperate with regard to heat or 
cold; but its humidity, from almoft perpetual 
rains, often gives rife to the peftilence and other 
fatal diforders. Numerous rivers defcend iatp 
the Black Sea from Mount Caucafus. 

The foil is unpropitious to corn or pulfe, and 
the fruits are infipid andunwholefome, excepting 
the vines, which produce an excellent liquor! 
Did the inhabitants pofTefs the art of preparing 
their wine properly, it would be inferior to none 
in the univerfe. 

In feed time the ground is fo very moift, that 
they fow wheat and barley without ploughing. The 
common grain, however, is gomm, which refers 
bles millet, and is about the lize of coriander^ 
feed. Of this they make a pa fie, which is ufed 
inftead of bread, and is efteemed preferable to 
wheat 5 being agreeable to the tafte, conducive' 
to hearth, and of a cooling and laxative nature. 

Beef and pork are very plentiful, and conftitute 
the ordinary food. Goat's flefh is alfo ufed, but* 
it is lean and ill-flavoured. Venffon is common, 
and the country abounds in boars and feveral 
forts of game, and wild fowl of great delicacy 
and flavour. 

The nobles amufe thernfelves in field fportsi 
particularly in hawking 5 but the paftime in which 
they take moft delight, is flying the falcon at the 
heron, which they catch folely for thp tuft on its 
crown, which they transfer as an ornament to 
their bonnets; 
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Mount Caucafus produces many wild beafts, 
fuch as.lions, tigers, leopards, wolves, and jack- 
jals. The wolves frequently make great havock 
'among the cattfe and horfes, and foruetimea infeft 
the dwellings of the natives. 
. The hories in this country, are numerous and 
•high mettled, and being kept at little or no ex- 
-pence; the. natives are very fond of ufing them. 

Here are very few cities or- towns, the houfes 
oeing chiefly fcattered over the country, nor arc 
they numerous collectively. Mingrelia has feve- 
Tral caftles, the chief of which, where the prince 
Tteeps his court, is called Rues. This cattle has a 
ftone wall, but a tingle piece of artillery, well di- 
rected, would batter it to the ground. 

The caflles, as they are called, are built in the 
fecefle* of. thick woods, in form of a tower, capa- 
jbic'of containing fifty or fixty perfons. This 
.tower is the place of ftrength, where the riches , 
of the prince or lord are fecured, and of thofe who 
put themfelves under his protection. Near this 
t tpwer, which is of Hone, are five or fix others of 
.wood, which ferve as magazines of provisions, and 
as places of retreat for their wives and children, 
in cafe of an attack. 

The area, in which they are inclofed,- is fur- 
rounded by a clopy hedge and a tl)ick wood ; fo 
that thefe. retreats are noteafily found or forced ; 
the road which opodu&s, to them being Hopped 
up by trees, wheucver any apprehenfion of an 
enemy is entertained. 

[ The Mingrelians, in general, build their hou fes 
of wood, of which they have great plenty, adapt- 
ed for this purpofe j but none are ever mpre than 
two (lories high, and the poor are fatisfied with 
*ncV* The lower apartments *are furaiihed with 
;<* • ' ., fred* 
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beds and couches 'to lie or fit on* becaufe of -'the f 
humidity of the earth; but they have neither' 
window nor chimney; and the cattle at night 
generally lodge under the fame roof with their J 
matters. * . r 

Tbe men are well fhaped, and the women are : 
fo beautiful, that they feem born to infpirelove*$ J 
yet they ail paint their faces, and particularly 
their eyebrows, as if nature had been molt un-** 
propitious to their charms. They dreft in a very 
ornamental ft vie, 'in a Periian habit, and their- 
hair is fet off to advantage. 

They are witty, affable, and complimentary y 
but naturally prone to deceit, cruelty, and lafci-- 
vioufnefs. • • • 

The men, who have alfo many noxious qualities'' 
of the fame kind, feem to place their principal glo-1 
ry in being dexterous thieves. They juftify the pro- 
priety of having many wives, by obferving that 
they bring them many children, which they can fell' 
for ready money, or exchange for neceflariesj yet,' 
fliocking to relate ! when they are unable to rear;' 
them, they efteem it charitable to deftroy new 
born infants, and old people, who are paft their 
labour and enjoyments ; becaufe they fay it dif** 
charges them from mifery. 

Adultery and inceft, with other hideous irregu- 
larities, are fcarcely confidered as criminal in 
Mingrelia ; and a fine of a hog generally com- 
mutes an unlawful i&tercourfe with another' 
man's wife. 

As the nobles or gentry^ have abfolute power 

over of the lives and fortunes of their vaifals, thejT 

fell and difpofe of their wives and children as* 

they think fit* Betides, every husbandman is 

M 2 bound 
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bound to f apply hi* lord with a* much corn, wine, 

cattle, and other provisions as be can afford. 

Thus the riches of the chiefs confift in the 
Dumber of their vafials, whofe private quarrels 
they decide ; but when they themfelves are at va- 
nance, they arm their peafanU, and determine 
the controverfy by force. 

Their drefs is very lingular. All the males, 
except the ecclefiaftics, fuffer but a fmall portion 
of their beard to grow. They (have the top of 
the head, leaving only a little hair on the temples, 
which reaches down to the ears. They wear a 
« tymnet of fine felt, which, in winter, is lined with 
fur j but they are either fo poor or fuch econo- 
mics, that they put it in their pockets when it 
begins to rain, and go bareheaded rather than ex- 
pofe it to be fpoiled. 

Perfians in low circumftances go almoft naked, 
having only a vefhnent of a triangular form, at 
one end of which is a hole, through which they 

Safe their heads. This covering, which is of 
xong felt, they turn to that fide from whence 
the wind or rain comes. They have aifo a kind 
of fhirt, which reaches down to the knees, and is 
tucked into a ftraight pair of breeches. This 
fhirt is never changed till it is worn out, and is 
feldom waihed more than thrice a year. In con* 
• fequence, they are covered with vermin, which 
they diflodge by ihaking their fhirt weekly over 
the fire. 

Their ihoes* or rather fandals, are made of raw 
buffalo hides, tied round the -foot, and fattened 
with thongs of the fame kind. When the fnow 
covers the ground, they ule a fpecies of fluty 
adapted for walking on it, without finking in. 

1 ' Tbo 
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The whole family, males and females, eat to- 
gether without diftin&ion : the king with all hi* 
retinue, down to his very grooms, and the queen 
with her loweft domeftics. In fair weather, they 
dine in open court, and when it is cold, they maker 
a large fire during their repa ft. 

On working days, the fervants have nothing 
but gomm, arid the mailers dried fifh or fleih : but 
on holidays, or when they make entertainments, 
they feaft on venifon, beef, Or pork. Bothfexei 
drink to excefs, and prefs their guefts to do th© 
fame. They drink their wine unmixed, and, 
beginning with pints, they proceed to larger, 
draughts. At thefe feftivities the men difcourfe 
of their wars and depredations, and the women 
enter into obfcene details of their amours. 

MingreKa is by no means populous* War; 
dileafe, and the practice of felling their children, 
diminim their numbers ip proportion to their in- 
creafe. Trade is univerfally carried on by way 
of barter ; for their money has no fixed value. 

The current fpecie are piaftres, Dutch crowns, 
and aba fl&s which are coined in Georgia, and bear 
the Perfian damp. The royal revenues do not 
exceed twenty thoufand crowns, and thefe are* 
raifed by cuftoms on exports and imports, by the 
fale of Haves, by impofitions and cuftomary fines. 

The prince is not able to raife more- than fotir 
thoufand men fit to bear arms, and thefe are 
chiefly cavalry. The foldiers are not diftributed 
into regiments. Every lord leads his men to bat* 
tie without order and without officers. In the 
attack or the flight, they follow him with impli- 
cit confidence, and in ihort, exhibit a perfect pic- 
ture of feudal inftitutions. 

M3 T 
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TtoMingrelians, or Cokhians, according toec- 
clcfiaftical hiftory, were converted to Chriftianity 
fcy a flave, in the reign of Conftantine the Great, 
Bat the Mingrelians boaft that St. Andrew preach- 
ed among them in a place where a church now 
Hands, where the catholicos, or chief bifhop, goes 
once during his office to make the holy oil. let, 
•bferves our author, I was unable to find a Min- 
grelian who knew what was meant by religion, or 
who understood the tenets of Chriftianity. They 
are now indeed fallen into fuch an abyfs of igno- 
rance, that thev regard the life eternal, the day of 
judgment, and the refurre&ion of the dead, as 
mere fables; and their clergy fcarcely perforin 
«ny religious duties, nor are many of them capa- 
ble of reading or writing, fo that they have, in a 
manner, loft the mode of performing divine for- 
yke. 

They, however, make a public profeflion of di- 
cing into futurity, and perfuade the people to be- 
lieve that they can reveal events to come. The 
Mingrelians indeed are fo infatuated with this 
opinion, that a§ foon as any one falls tick, they 
eall on the prieft, not to pray, but to predict, the « 
event of the diforder. The prieft then opens bis 
book, and having formally turned over the leaves, 
pronounces, in an oracular manner, that the Cati, 
the name by which they defignate their images, is 
incenfed againft him, and has vifited htm with 
4ifeafe 5 but that he will be appeafed by a good 
pretention failure of which he will certainly die. 
This prefent the tick man, under the terror of 
death, commits to the prieft to offer to the idol} 
and certainly, if he recovers, it is by the effect of 
a good conftitution, or faith alone operating on 
his mind; for it is likely the prieft keeps the of- 
fering, 
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fcriflg^and both the Cati and the patient are 
duped. The catholicos of Mingrelia is at the 
head of the clergy, not only in that country, but 
alio in feveral adjacent provinces 5 yet the prince 
depofes or appoints him at his plealure. He has 
an ample revenue, and four hundred vaflals un- 
der him, who fupply him with the neceftaries and 
many of the fuperfluities of life. This high prieft, 
however, fells their children, like the reft of his 
countrymen, to the Turks ; and when he vifita 
the diocefes under his jurifdi&ion, it is not to re- 
form the clergy, or to inftru6fc the people, but to 
fpoil them of their goods. All his religious offices 
are venal, and certain fums are fixed for the per- . 
formance of. each. He is as ignorant as the reft 
of his brethren ; but he abftaius from flefh and 
wine in lent, and this* with a few other as infig- 
nificant obfer varices, conftitutes his fan&ity. 

His furfragan bifhops fpend their timje in riot- 
ing and drunkennefs, and practice opprelliorv 
while they connive at every irreligious or immoral 
practice in their flocks. The cathedral is well 
adorned with images, embel lifted with gold and 
jewels, which kind of attention they think will 
conciliate the divine favour, 3 no* atone for their 
fins. The dignitaries are fplendidly drelfed in 
fcarlet and velvet, and wear their beards long, 
and black high bonnets, to diftinguiih them from 
the laity. 

The inferior priefts are numerous, but are treat- 
ed with little lefpecr, except in being allowed to 
fay grace at meals, and when they perform their 
ridiculous ceremonies. The parifh churches have 
no bells, but the people are afiernbled by knock- 
ing with alargeftick on a board. Their devotion 
is chiefly paid; to ipaages, and the prieft receives 

ir 
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mod homage and adoration. Is not this the re- 
ligion of mankind in general 1 

St. Giobas is one of their moft formidable 
images, and him they are fearful to approach, for 
which reafon they make him offerings at a hum- 
ble diftance. None of the Romiih faints are in 
any repute except St. George, to whom they pay 
a high degree of reverence, after the manner of 
the Georgians. 

As foon as children are born, they anoint their 
forehead? with holy oil, and baptize them by im- 
merfion ; but this is never performed without a 
feaft for the prieft. 

Marriages are a kind of contract, by way of 
bargain and fale; for the parents agree on the 
price of their daughters, and widows and wives 
divorced are proportionably cheapeft. When the 
bargain is once made, the young man may coha- 
bit with the woman till the money is paid, with- 
out incurring any fcandal. If any one has 
efpoufed a barren or ill-tempered woman, they 
hold it not only legal, but requifite, to divorce 
her. 

Their greateft feftivals are when the image of a 
favourite faint is carried through their country, 
on which occaiions they drefs themfelves in their 
bed clothes, make a iumptuous feaft, and provide 
* prefent to their idol. 

In mourning for the dead, the women gnafli 
their teeth, rend their garments, tear their hair 
andflem, beat their breads, and r«*ake* other piti- 
able demontlrations of grief. The men tear their 
clothes, fhave their heads and faces, and al fo beat 
their breafts. The mourning lafts for forty days: 
the fir (I ten of which are accompanied with the 
moft extravagant figns of forrowj by degree* the 

, fymptona* 



fymptomsof concern diminiih, and on the forti- 
eth, the body is committed to the ground. , A 
feait is then made for all the relations, friends, 
and mourners. The bifbop fays mafs, and after* 
wards lays claim to the moveable property of the 
deceafed ; for death brings ruin to the families of 
the Mingreliang. However, when the biihop 
dies, the .prince fays, mafs for the dead on the for- 
tieth day, and then feizes all his perfonals : thus 
the biihop plunders the laity, and the king the 
biihop. 

It fliould be obferyed, that in this country are 
feveral monks of the order of St. Bafil, who af* 
fume the habit and manners of the Greek monks* 
They wear black bonnets, eat no fleih, fuffer their 
hair to grow long, but pay no farther regard tt 
religion than in the ftrid obfervance of particu- 
lar fairs. There are alfo nuns of the fame order, 
who wear a black veil 5 but they are neither re* 
{trained by vows nor place, and quit the habi| 
whenever they pleafe, and with it the profeifion 
of virginity. 

On the confines of Mingrel ja lie the principa- 
lity of Guriel and the kingdom of Iraeretta. The 
former is bounded by Mount. Caucasus* Mingre- 
lia, and the Black Sea on three fides, and by Ime* 
retta on the north. The inhabitants bear a clofe 
refemblance to the Mingrelians in difpontion 
and irregularity of manners : like them they ar* v 
addicted to lewdnefs, robbery, and cruelty. 

Imeretta, the Iberia of the ancients, is encora* 
patted by Mount Caucafus, Mingrelia, the Black 
Sea, Guriel, and part of Georgia. Though denomi- 
nated a kingdom, it is only fixty miles in length, 
and twenty -fix in breadth. It is woody and moun- 
lainousj but the valleys and plains are fertile an<* 

pleaf 
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I now endeavoured to purchafe a fupply of 
provilions from the mailers of the fhips ; bat all 
1 could procure, was only fixty pounds of bifcuit, 
a little pulfe, eight pounds of butter, and twelve 
pounds of rice* This was a (lender flock for fix 
perfons > but by economy, it was extended to a 
longer period than might have been expected. 
We had indeed plenty of dried fifh, and on them 
we frequently made a meal without touching the 
bread. 

Hearing no news from the prefect T>f the mif* 
fionaries, I informed my men of the neceflity I 
was under of fending one of them to wait on 
him ; becaufe we had no other chance of being 
liberated from our prefent ills, or efcaping future 
ones, bnt by his interpofition and afliftance. My 
valet offered to undertake the journey, and being 
furnifhed with letters and fome prefents, he let 
out on this expedition. 

It was the 4th of Odober before he returned, 
when he brought with him the prefect, who was 
a native of Mantua, named Don Maria Jofeph 
Zampy. I immediately ran to embrace him, 
when he exclaimed, M God forgive thofe, Sir, who 
have advifed you to come hither : you are arriv- 
ed in the moil barbarous country in the world, 
arid the bed Hep you can' take, is to return to 
Conftantinople by the firft opportunity." Tbif 
addrefs damped the joy we felt at his fight; We 
took him into the cabin to deliberate on what 
was to be done. 

He allured us he was come to ferve us to the 
Utmoft of his power, and would take us to his 
houfe, if we deli red it ; but that he had no bread, 
and that the country was both unhealthy and 
the natives abandoned. I informed him I war 
"'*.♦' furnifheA 



fbrnimed with a tetter to the prince of Mingrelia * 
on which he told me that the prince was as infa- 
mous a Villain as any of his fubje&s; but added, 
that if I was refolved to venture, he would exert 
himfelf to protect our perfons and property, till 
we could .enter Perfia. 

Between prefent and future ills I did not long 
deliberate : the latter I hoped to efcape ; and 
therefore fet before him my reafons for advancing, 
in preference to returning to CafYa, which would 
be infallible ruin. 

My arguments convinced him 5 and we next 
confolted how we would travel. The bark, ia 
which he had come down the river with my valet; 
being proper for our purpofe, it was purchafed fof 
one hundred crowns, and all the baggage being 
put on board, weinftantly fet fail. 

I was filled with joy at leaving the fhip, the 
fmell of which was become intolerable, and the 
light of the Haves, who were purchafed and put 
on board, equally dlftreffing and difagreeablel 
The war of Mingrelia was beneficial to our mer- 
chants, who bought the booty and (laves taken 
by the Abcas, which they exchanged for arms and 
clothing. 

A Greek merchant, whofe cabin was next mine, 
bought a woman and a child at her bread for 
twelve crowns. This captive was about twenty- 
live years of age 5 her face was extremely beau- 
tiful? her fkin had the whitenefs of the Irly, and 
her form was a model of perfection. The fight 
of this lovely woman filled me with pity arid ad- 
miration, and I could not help drawing a compa- 
rifon between her fituation and mine, and form- 
ing a wifh that I had it in my power to relieve her. 
What furpriied me moft was, that thefe miferw*. 

Vol.. XL N 
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ble creatures appeared to be quite infenfible to 
the wretchednefs of their condition. As foon as 
they were bought, they were drefled In new linen 
habits, and let to work in various occupations > 
nor did they feem at all deje&ed. 

But to proceed : the wind being pretty favour- 
able, we advanced both with fails and oars ; and 
during the voyage I concerted the means with 
Father 2ampy, of our perfonal fafety and the pre- 
fer vation of our property. 

At midnight we entered the Aftolphus, one of 
the largeft rivers in Mingrelia, where halting, we 
lent two of our mariners to Anarghia to reconnoi- 
tre. Anarghia is a conliderabie village about two 
miles from the fea : it confifts of one hundred 
houfes, which extend two miles in length, having 
large fpaces between each other. It is laid to have 
been built on the fame fpot where the famous 
city of Heraclea formerly ftood. 
• Next morning early our meffengers returned, 
with the news, that the Abcas had not approached 
nearer than fifteen miles, and that every thing was 
in its ufual ftate. Father Zampy encouraged the 
men to row hard, that we might arrive at the vil- 
lage without being particularly noticed, which 
happened according to our wi flies. We took up 
our relidence with a peafant, who had the beft 
accommodations of any. in the place ; and as we 
had many chefts, the largeft of which was full of 
books, the father advifed me to open it, under a 
pretence of looking for fomething, that the idea 
might be conveyed of all the reft being filled in 
the fame manner. The people of the houfe were 
4ftoni(hed to fee fuch a large eheft of books, and 
I believe imagined the contents of the others to 
be Jimilar. 

On 
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On the Qkh of G6bober we were vifitcd by a 
Jay Theatine, who was phyfician and furgeon 
general of all Mingrelia. The accefs which his 
profeilion gave him to the prince and thegrandees, 
had excited his vanity. I received him in-fuch a 
manner as flattered his pride, and- in return he 
made me a thoufand aflurances of his moft zealous 
fervices. 

A few days after he came to inform us that the 
Abcas had retired, and carried with them one 
thoufand two hundred prifoners, and much cattle 
and booty. -He then faid that we might all pro- 
ceed to the Theatine houfe at Sipias, and that the 
prince and the eatholicos had commiflioned him 
to bid me and my comrade welcome; and that 
they would furnith us with men and horfes to 
conduct us kito Georgia. This agreeable intelli* 
gence made us determine to fet out next day. 

During our flay at Anarghia* we found meat 
and wine plentiful and cheap, but fcarcely any 
bread was to be had. I was introduced by Father 
Zampy to a widow lady, whofe hufband had been 
vizier to the prince, and I made her a prefent of 
fome trifles; as is cuftomary in the oriental re* 
gions. To obtain more proofs of my liberality; 
Ihe fent me* daily a fmall cake, weighing about 
half a pound, and other refrefhments, which 
ihe varied as (lie thought might be moft agree- 
able $ at the fame time fignifyingthat fuch arti- 
cles as knives, fciflars, ot ribbons, would be ac* 
ceptable to her in return; by which means (he 
fleeced me of more than double the value of her 
gratuities. One day Ihe did me the honour to 
vifit me, and though flie behaved with machcivi* 
lity, was troublefome in her demands. 

N3 Fa*' " 
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Father Zampy prevailed on me to pafa for ft 
capuchin; and to fupport this character, IdreiTed 
as plainly as poflible> and affe&ed poverty on all 
occaHons. I managed ray part very well; bat 
the extravagance of my fervants frustrated all my 
meafures, and undeceived the people. 

Before dawn on the 14th, we fet out from 
Anarghia, and proceeded two leagues up the river 
Aftolphus, after which we landed our baggago 
and put it into eight carts. Thefe vehicles made 
a great noife; and in two days time it was ru- 
moured over all the country, that fome Europeans 
were arrived who had eight cart loads of goods. 
After proceeding upwards of four leagues by 
land, we reach Siapis in the evening. 

Here are two churches, one belonging to the 
Mingrelians, the other to the Theatines, an order 
of friars which came into Miogrelia in 1627, 
when they werp received as phyficians, and a 
fraall piece of land was affigned them, on which 
they built feveral houfes after the famion of the 
country. Each of thefe friars has a feparate ha- 
bitation to live in, with accommodations for their 
{laves; but though they are much honoured and 
employed as phyficians, none will embrace their 
religion. Even the flaves refufe to communicate 
with them; for they will Scarcely allow the Euro- 
peans to be Chriftians, becaufe they are neither 
obfervant of the fame £?&}* nor afraid of images, 
as they are. 

On the 18th, the Princefs of Mingrelia came to 
the Theatines. She was mounted on horfeback, 
and attended by nearly twenty men and women, 
ill-clothed and ill-mounted. Father Zampy went 
out to meet her, when {he told him fhe had beea 
informed there were fome Europeans in his houfe, 
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who had bronght a great quantity of baggage: 
that (he was defirous to fee them, in order to bid 
them welcome. 

I was inftantly called, and the father gave me 
to underftand that I muft make the princefs a pre- 
terit, iince it was the cuftom to pay in this man- 
ner for the vifits of the great. Being informed 
that I fpoke feveral languages, fhe called a Have 
who tmderftood Turkifh, and put a thoufand 
queftions to me relative to my rank and my voy- 
age. I avowed myfelf a capuchin. By her in- 
terpreter fhe alked thefe curious queftions ; " if I 
was in love? If I had ever been in love ? How it 
happened that I had never been in love? And 
how I could live without a woman ?" 

All this converfation fhe carried on with abun- 
dant eafe and vivacity, to the great entertainment 
of her retinue. For my own part I was not in fpi- 
rits to reliih this kind of badinage, being every 
moment apprehenfive left our lodgings mould be 
* pillaged ; for the princefs aiked me thrice to be 
ihewn what articles we had brought ; but on Father 
Zampy's promifing to bring her the ufual prefent 
next day, (he departed with apparent fatisfndion. 
Next morning ihe fent to invite me to dinner. 
Her refidence was about two miles from Si pi as 5 
but the prince her hufband did not live with her. 
I found her better dreffed than the preceding day 5 
and ihe feemed to have taken fome pains te ap- 
pear attractive, being painted, and clothed in gold 
brocade, with jewels in her head-drefs. She fat on 
a carpet, with nine or ten women by her fide, and 
Dear her were a few mean-looking, half^naked 
fellows, who compofed her court. 

I was aiked for my prefent b«fore I was fufFer- 
ed to enter the apartment, when my fervent was 
N 3 orr' 
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ordered to produce it. It confifted of a cafe of 
knives, fciffars, and other articles, worth about 
twenty ih&ings in Europe; but of tiiree time* 
that value in Mingrelia. The princefs was fetif- 
fied with my generofity> apd I was feated on a 
beach near her, and the converfation commenced 
by means of theTurkifli interpreter. The prin- 
cefs began by expreffing her defire that I would 
marry one of her friends; adding, that I muft not 
leave the country, for {he would give me honfes* 
lands, and (laves. To this difcourfe a flop was put 
by a fervant announcing that dinner was ready. 

The houfe in which the princefs lived was fur* 
rounded by five others, each at one hundred paces 
di dance. Before one of them was an elevation 
of wood, about eighteen inches high, over which 
was a fmall dome. Here a carpet being fpread, 
the princefs feated herfelf on it, as did her women 
at four paces di dance, on other carpets. Her 
courtiers, about fifty in number, arranged them* 
felves on the grafs. 

Two benches were placed near where the prin- 
cefs fat, one of which ferved the Theatines and 
me for a feat, and the other for a table. The. 
princefs had a long painted cloth laid before her, 
and at one end o£ it were placed two large and 
two fmall naggons,four plates, eight cups of dif- 
ferent fizes, with a nlver bafoh, ewer, and fldm- 
mer. Other fervanjtB at the fame time placed 
boards before the reft of the company, to fupply 
the place of tables. 

This being done, two kettles were brought and 
placed in the middle; one of them, which was 
very large, was full of common gomm; the other* 
which was fmaller, contained white gomm. This 
ffomm is a fort of p*ftc, which the Mingrelians 

<ufe 
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life inftead of bread* A bog boiled whole waa 
next introduced* and then a large pitcher of wine* 

The princefs was ferved firft, then her women, 
•nd we came in for a (hare before her beggarly 
courtiers. Betides her goram, the princefs-had 
fowls, bread, and fallad. She feat me a part of 
the bread and fallad,. and informed me that I muft 
flay fupper, when lhe would order an ox to be 
killed; but this was merely complimentary. A 
little after ihe fent me two pieces of fowl, and 
aiked in a loud voice why none of the European 
artificers vifited Mingrelia, and why they were 
only fupplied wkh monks, whom they did not 
want? 

It was eafy to guefe how the poor Theatinef 
muft be confounded at this queftion. I anfwered 
that the artificers of Europe laboured only for gain, * 
and having employment enough at home, they had 
no inducement to venture abroad; but that the 
' jeligious, having in view the glory of God and the 
falvation of fouls, thefe important objecb pre* 
vailed on them to forego their country, and to 
vifit diftant regions. 

The repaft la (led about two hours, and when 
it was ended, I was honoured with a cup of wine, 
fent by the princefs's own tand, with an intima- 
tion that it was the fame liquor and the fame vef- 
fel flie uied herfelf. Thrice lhe did me this ho* 
nour, but was furprifed to fee. me mix my wine 
with water; for both her highnefs and her attend* 
ants made ample potations of the neat liquor. 

Dinner being ended, (lie fent. to enquire if I 
had brought any fpices or China wares, aikjog 
for a variety of articles, which, when (he found I 
could not give her, fhc at lad fell into a rage, and 
faid (he would fend to examine my goods. I dif- 

f 
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fembled the apprehension I felt, and told her (he 
•might when (he pleafed; on which (he replied 
that (he was only in jeft. 

However, as foon as we rofe from the table, I 
difpatched one of the Theatines to inform mj 
companion of what had patted, and advifing him 
to prepare agatnft the word. 

The princefs again began to qtteftion me on the 
fubjeft of matrimony, and faid (he would foon 
ftew me the lady (he intended forme. I replied 
that monks never married; and was going to take 
my l^ave, when unfortunately (he difcovered un- 
der the rfrean frock which I wore, that I had finer 
linen than was ufual in Mingrelia. She now 
came up to me, took me by the fleeve, and ex- 
pofed my arm to the elbow, holding me at the 
fame time, and talking in a low voice to her wo- 
men. 

I was extremely ernbarrafled by this behaviour, 
fenlible that I was the fubje6t of converfation, 
though I did not know its purport. I was the 
more at a lofs to know how to behave, as this 
woman united in her the title of a fovereign with 
the impudence of a proftitute. But (he foon in- 
creafed my confternation, by addreffing Father 
Zampy in thefe terms j " You both deceive me : 
you (hall come again on Sunday morning, and 
this (tranger (hall fay mafs*, 
, I returned to the relidence of the Theatines, 
penfive and fad. The avarice of the princefs 
made me fufpe& danger, and Father Zampy, by 
way of confolation, faid he was infallibly certain 
pf if. I therefore the fame night caufed a pit, live 

* Sir John Chardin, it ihould be remarked, was neither a 
prieft nor evca a Catholic ; lie *** <ff the Calvioiftic perfualiuo. 

feet 



c&muun's tra vei^. Up 

/cet deep, to be dug in his apartment, in which I 
put a chert containing a curious, clock and a box 
of coral. This was buried fb dextqroufly, that 
not the leaft appearance was left of the earth be- 
ing moved. I then proceeded to the church with 
the fame defign, when Zarupy advifed me to 
open the grave of a Theatine, who had been bu- 
ried about fix years be/ore, and depofit among his 
aihes a fmall cafcet I vviihed tp conceal. But 
happily I preferred digging a deep pit behind the 
door, into which I carefully, put a box contain* 
Lag twelve thoufand gold ducats. 

I afterwards concealed, in the roof of the cham- 
ber where I lodged, a fabre and poignard fet witji 
precious flones. My comrade and myfclf kept 
about our perfons what was lighter!: and of moft 
value, and fuch articles, as were not very coftly, 
we committed 16 the care of the Thea tines* . ;. 

After we had dined, on the 23d of Q&ober, 
Father Zampy was informed by a fervant that 
two gentlemen at the door enquired for hinf. 
Thefe gentlemen, who lived in the neighbour- 
hood, were on horfeback, and were attended by 
thirty men, horfe and foot, well armed. I was 
immediately called out with my affociate, not be- 
ing able at firft to penetrate into the defign ; but 
I was foon fenfible of our danger. The two chieft 
ordered their men to feize and tie' us, telling the 
Prefect and the other Theatines who came out to 
falute them, that if they fiirred they were dead 
men. 

On this the Prefeft fled through fear > the reft, 
however, would not abandon us, and the lay-bro- 
ther in particular refoiutely exerted himfelf in 
our behalf, though a fword was held up to his 
j>eek. Our fervants were alio feized, and one of 
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them making refinance, was thrown down, and 
then tied to a tree. 

The aflailants then declared they would exa- 
mine our treafures. I replied, they might ufe 
their pleafure, but maintained that we were 
only poor capuchins, and that all our wealth con- 
fitted in books, papers, and a few ordinary goods, 
which we would mew them, if they abftaincd from 
violence. This pacified them ; they untied mc, 
and bid me open my chamber door. 

It has been already mentioned, that we fecreted 
our moft precious jewels about our perfons. My 
companion had fewed his in the neck of a clofe 
coat lined with fur; and I had made up mine in- 
to two fmall packets, which I concealed among 
my books, not daring to carry them always about 
with me, left I lhould be aflatiinated on their 
account. 

In this dilemma I requeued my affociate and 
the lay-brother to amufe the two grandees for a 
few minutes, by offering them* forue money, till I 
could have time to remove my packets. I entered 
my chamber and flint the door ; but the plun- 
derers, fufpecling my defign, watched me through 
the cracks; and being apprized of this by my 
comrade, I matched the packets out of the thatch 
where I had tried to fecrete them ; and putting 
them into my pocket, leaped out of the window 
into the garden, jult as the villains were forcing 
the door. 

The fear of lofing my prize gave ftrength to 
my refolution in this leap: I ran to the bdttomof 
the'garden, and threw the calkets into a thicket of 
briars ; but was in fitch con funon, that I did not 
fufhcientlv mark the fpot, 

Oa 



. On returning to nay chamber I found it filled 
with armed robbers, forae of whom were ftrug- 
gling with my companions, while others were 
attempting to break open: my chefts. Knowing 
that they now contained little of any great value, 
I a (Turned more compofure, and bid them beware- 
of injuring me, as I was fent for by the king of 
Perfia, and the Georgians would take a fevere re- 
venge for any violence that was done to me. I 
exhibited the king of Perfia's pafTport, which one 
of the chiefs feized and was ajaout to tear it, fay- 
ing he neither valued nor feared any man upon 
earth ; but the other Hopped him, probably be- 
caufe the golden characters and the gilt feal. ap- 
pended infpired him with refpect. 

However, he bid me open my chefts, promifing 
that no harm iliould be done me; but menacing 
infiant death in cafe of farther refiftance. I Hill 
attempted to argue inftead of complying j when 
one of the fojdiers drew his fword, and was aim* 
ing it at my head, had not the lay-brother arretted 
his arm. I now fubmitted from neceflity, open-. 
ed niy chefts, and they began to plunder without 
mercy. 

While the pillage lafted, I leaned again!* a win- 
dow, and turned n}y eyes away from a fight fo 
diftrefting. In this fituation I perceived two fol- 
diers removing the brambles, juft where I fuppof- 
cd I had dropped my caikets. Frantic with rage r 
I ran to the place, and was followed by one of the* 
Tbeatincsj but, as we approached, the fqldiers 
retired. 

1 inftantly fet about fearching for my treafure ; 
%ut the confufion I was in, prevented me from 
knowing the place where I had dropped them j 
and as 1 could not find them, I made myfelf ccr* 

ta : " 
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tain that they bad been dtfcovered and taken 
away. As they were of no lefs value than twen- 
ty-five thousand crowns, it may be fuppofed my* 
fenfations were very poignant. 

While indulging this diftrefsful apprehenfion^ 
I was recalled to the chamber by my companion 
and the lay-brother, which I no fooner eritcred 
than I was feized by two foldiers, who dragged 
me into a comer, and rifled my pockets of their 
contents. They then attempted to tie my hands* 
I cried out — I refitted — I made figns to be cori- 
da&ed to their matter. I caufed the leader of the 
villains to be told, that there was no occafion for 
violence, as I was difpofed to fubmit to any fate. 
They replied, that as we were ambafTadors, they 
would carry* us to their prince. To this I readily 
aflented, observing that we had letters to him, 
and that I hoped he wonld do us juftice. 

It was now late - the night approached ; and 
the prince's cattle was five leagues diftant. They 
therefore releafed us, and only carried with them 
the fervant whom they had fattened to a tree, 
whofe liberty I afterwards purohafed for ten pi- 
attres. 

Being delivered from the hands of thefe rob- 
bers, I again went into the garden; and by this 
time all our friends were acquainted with the 
iofs J fufpe&ed I had futtained, and no one doubt- 
ed but that the foldiers had found and carried off 
fhe treafure. Allaverdy r one of our Armenian 
valets, followed me, and to my great aftpnilhment 
threw his arms round my neck, while his face was 
bathe<L*m tears. Sir, faid he, we are ruined., 
Fear and the common misfortune have made us 
Ibrget Vhat we are. Not recognizing him imrae- 
4i£i£ly, X took him forfome Mingreliaa* who was 
2 going 
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going to ftranglc me j but when I was undeceived, 
his tendernefs melted me. He enquired if I war 
certain of my loft. I replied I was too fure. 
However, he requefted that I would point out the 
place and manner m which I had concealed the 
calkets; and rather out of regard to the fenfibi- 
lity he difplayed, than any hopes of profiting by 
his fearch, I complied with his defires. 

Indeed I was fo well affured that my treafure 
was irrecoverably loft, that I did not even flay to 
aflift him ; but retired from the fcene of my dif- 
trefs. Judge my furprife, when Ailaverdy cam* 
to carefs me, and presented me with the two pac- 
kets, which he pulled out of his bofom*! I 
could not help thinking that the han£ of Heaven' 
was vifible in this, and that I was the particular 
care of the Almighty. This idea foothed my 
mind, and has ever fupported me amid all my 
diftrefles. 

I now communicated this fortunate recovery of 
my treafure to- M. Raitin, whom I found employ* 
ed in putting things in order. We discovered 
that we Tiad chiefly been robbed of clothes, linen, 
arms, brafs veflfefcf, and* other articles to the 
amount of atbdat four hundred crowns; atad we 
agreed to conceal the recovery of the packets, 
that the Theatines might believe we had little 
more to lofe. 

Next morning, Father Zampy and the lay 
brother accompanied me to the prince and the 
catflfclicos, to demand jnfticej but neither could 
promife us fatisfa&ion. The prince confefl'ed; 

. • It is not improbable but-that this faithful valet had difco* 
jtrtd the treafure before, and only wiihed to magnify his fcfr- 
vicei, by afcertiining bis mailer's fcauaaents on his lot's. 

Vot. XI. O ' 
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that while the war laded he bad little authority 
over his nobles ; and the catholicos, to whom we 
made a fa i table p relent, talked in a fimilar drain. 
Each of them, however, nominated a gentleman 
to demand, in their names, what we had been 
robbed of; but their endeavours to find the rob- 
bers were ineffe&ual. From what we could dis- 
cover, the princefs was concerned in this difgrace- 
ful bufinefs, and had participated in the plunder. 
Meanwhile, the Turks, who had entered Mingre* 
lia, were laying all wafte with fire and fword. 
. My mind was i'o broken by calamity, that this 
intelligence did not much affed me $ the Thea- 
tines, however, were filled with termor, and we 
all prepared for flight. At midnight we heard 
the report of two great guns from the fortrefs o£ 
Bucks, to give notice of the approach of the ene- 
my. At this fignal every one. began ta£yj ana 
early in the morning we ourfelves let out. I left 
every article of value in the places where I had 
previoufly concealed them, thinking this fafer 
than to take them with us. 

The Thea tines had no .other carriage than a 
cart drawn by bullocks. In the cart was. carried 
t^e baggage : the lay-brotber mounted, a riorfe, 
and M. Raifin, who was uck, rode on another ; 
while the Theatines and myfelf, with all their 
flaves and fervants, followed on foot. 

One of the friars had the courage to flay alone 
to guard the houfe, in which there were numer- 
ous articles which could not be removed for%ant 
of carriages. All my books, papers, and mathe- 
matical inftruments were left behind, from a 
hope that neither the Turks nor the Mingreliana 
would take the trouble to remove them. 

. . Tltf 
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The wars in this country confift chiefly in 
chafing and devaluation ; and the enemy loon 
fpend their fury and retire. For this reafon, one 
or two perfons remain in each houfe to prevent 
their neighbours from ftealing what the foe has 
left. Thefe people being always on their guard, 
are feldom furprifed before they can effect a re- 
treat to the woods. 

"We retired to a fortrefs in the woods, lika 
thofe already defcri bed. The lord of the placfc 
was a Georgian, who had been a Mahometan", 
and was converted to Chriftianity; We arrived 
at his cattle with great difficulty, from the bad- 
nefs of the roads ; and were in perpetual appre- 
faenfion of being robbed and murdered. He gave 
us a favourable reception, and the Theatines tell- 
ing him that I would Tepay his attention, he 
lodged us in a little mean hut, apart from a mi- 
ferable multitude who had fought his prote&ion* 
The fortrefs was quite full before our arrival, 
containing no lefs than eight hundred perfons, 
principally women and children. 

A few days after, the prefect of the Theatines 
returned to the houfe for fome veffels and provi- 
sions. I purpofed to have accompanied him; but 
he fct out very early in the morning. On enter- 
ing the houfe, he found it full of rangers, be- 
longing to the Turks and the Prince of Guriel, 
who beat him with ftaves, and in lifted on his 
opening the church, faying, he had concealed all 
the treafure there. The prefect, however, had 
thrown away the key among fome brambles, on 
his discovering intowhofe hands he was likely to 
fall ; and notwithstanding the ill treatment he 
received, refufed to produce it. 

>■* . . • .1 
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At length tbey ftripped him of part of hi*, 
clothes, and loading themfelves with fuch article? 
■z& they fancied, they went away 3 leaving my 
books and papers untouched. 

Soon after, however, a Mingrelian chief, with. 
* party of adherents, went thither in the night* 
and almoft uncovered the roof of my cham- 
ber, in hopes of finding fomething concealed, 
lie alio carried off all the chefts which had 
.been left : in (hort, every thing moveable that he 
could find. This rapacious and ignorant wretch 
having ne light, made a fire with my papers and 
books, tearing off the covers, becaufe they were 
elegantly gilt; and in fad he did not leave me 
one.' 

With the deeped concern, next morning, JL 
.heard of thefe particulars. We now began to be 
jn want of common neceflaries, and the fervants 
were reduced to defpair, having nothing but 
death or flavery before their eyes. 

In this alarming (ituation I refolved to hazard 
every thing to leave Mingrelia. I every where 
jnade enquiries for guides— I promifed— I eri- 
.treated — I made prefeuts, but 00 one would en- 
gage to conduct me. Tbey urged, that men ki 
arras occupied all the partes on the frontiers to- 
wards Georgia, and that it would be the grolfeft 
folly to expofe themfelves to the certainty qf 
flavery. 

I then propofed to make the tour of Mount 
•Caucafus, or to proceed along the fea lliore ; but 
flill I could find no one who would fall into my 
.febemes ; fo timid andirrefolute are the Mingre- 
Jians, when danger ftares them in the face, 

Sabatar, our protestor, had now fubmitted to 
the Turks, and was not only to enjoy all his 

laud*, 
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lands, bat to have a Turkish guard for the fecu- 
rity of his cattle, for which he was to pay twen- 
ty-five flaves and- eight hundred crowns. The 
amount of this contribution he refolved to raife 
among fuch as had fought his protection. From 
every family that had four children, he took one j 
and it was one of the mod affecting fights I ever 
beheld, to fee them torn from their mother's 
arms, and tied two and two together, and led to 
the T«rkj»; I was taxed at twenty crowns. 

Finding fio other alternative, I took the refo- 
lution of proceeding by fea, by a very circuitous 
route. For that purpole I repaired to Anarghia, 
where, I hired a Turkim felucca, which I freight- 
ed for Gonia, and returned to the houfe of the 
Theatines to prepare for the voyage. 

Early in the morning of the 10th of Novem- 
ber, I left the cattle, having firft concerted means 
with my aflbciate how to deliver him from the 
Mingrelians, mould it pleatfe God to grant me a 
a happy voyage. I took with me one hundred 
thoufand livres in precious (tones, and eight hun~ 
dred pi doles in gold, with a part of the baggage 
that remained. The jewels were concealed in an 
European faddle 5 and one of the fervants, whom 
I had redeemed from flavery, was to accompany 
me; becaufe he was known to be a worthless 
fellow, and therefore unfafe to be left behind. 

Father Zampy and the lay-brother attended 
me to Anarghia. We were two days on the road, 
and I cannot exprefs the fatigue we endured* 
from the inclemency of the weather, and the 
fonndlious ftate of the roads, 

Soon after our arrival at this port, the prefect 
received intelligence that the church had been 
fcrofce open, that the -tomb had been fearched* 
Q3 r 
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and every thing removed that could be found. 
This news filled me with freih and painful ap* 
prehenfions, having left above {even thousand 
piftoles buried in the church. I immediately dis- 
patched a mefienger, with a letter, to M. Raifin; 
from whom I received the pleating information, 
that every thing that I had fecrcted was fafe. 
This revived my fpirits, and I weat to haften the 
Turks for failing. 

While I remained at . Anargbia, I was invited 
to two christening festivities, and thus bad an op- 
portunity of obferving the rites ufed on this occa- 
£on. The prieft being fent for about ten in the 
morning, went immediately into the buttery, 
where they keep the wine, and fitting down on a 
bench, began to read in a half torn book, in a 
•low voice and carelefs manner, as if indifferent to 
what he was engaged in. Soon after, the father and 
god-father brought in a boy about five years old-, 
and the gqd-father, having fixed up a candle 
againft the door, fcattered a few grains of incenfe 
on fome embers. The pried ftill continued read- 
ing in the fame carelefs manner, breaking off to 
fpeak to every perfon who entered. The father 
and god-father were walking about, and the boy 
was employed in eating. 

In about an hour, a bucket of warm water was 
got ready, and the prieft having poured into it s 
fpoonful of the oil of walnuts, bid the god-father 
undreft the child, which being done, he was fet 
on his feet in the backet, and the god-father 
waftied his whole body with the water. 

The prieft then took out of a leather purfc, 
which was folpended from his girdle, a fmall 
quantity of the oil of un&ons, and prefenting it 
tt> the god-father, ha anointed the boy on th? 

crowa 



chaadin's travels, JS1 

crown of the head, the ears, the forehead, the 
nofe, the cheeks, chin, {boulders, elbows, back, 
belly, -knees, and feet, while the pried coirtimied 
ceadiqg^till the child was again- drefied. 

After this unmeaning ceremony, the father 
brought in boiled pork and wine, when they all 
lat down to table, and fpeedily got drunk. 

The fame Irreverent manner marks other a&» 
of religion. One day as I was palling a church, 
the prieit, who was faying mafs, heard me en- 
quire the way of feme people at the door, when 
he cried out. from the altar, " Stay and I will 
ihew you/* He hastened from his place, mutter- 
ing t£e fervice as he walked, and having aikei 
whence I came, and whither I was going, polite? 
ly directed us, and then refumed his prayers; 

I left Anargbiaon the 27th of November, and 
after an hour's failing reached the Eu&ine or 
Black Sea. The water of this branch of the 
main is neither fo clear nor {o fait as the ocean, 
which probably arifes from the numerous rivei* 
which difembogue themfelves into it. It receive* 
Its name from the tempefts to which it is fubje&, 
which are faid to be more furious and frequent 
than in any other feas : hence the Greeks called 
it Axin, or Iiitra&able; and the Turks Cam 
Denguis, or the Stormy Sea. 

Two days after we reached the River Phafis, 
and proceeded about a mile up it to fome houfes, 
where the matter of the felucca landed fome 
goods. The Phafis has its fource in Mount Cau- 
cafus, and is now called by the natives Rione. 
Jt is confined in a narrow channel, and runs with 
great rapidity. I explored the fites of the once 
great cities of Sebaftia and Colchis, but found no 
traces of theax left. The only conformity be- 

v 
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twcen the prcfcnt and ancient defcriptlen of this 
part of the Black Sea is, that it abounds in phea- 
fonts, which circumftance gave name to the'Pbafis, 

On the 30th, we arrived at Gonia, abodt forty 
miles from the Phafis, This is a large fquare 
cattle, conftru&ed of rough ftones of an extraor- 
dinary fize, and ftands on a fandy bottom on the 
fea fhore. It has neither ditch nor fortifications, 
and has only two pieces of ordnance, with a fmall 
garrifon of janizaries, In its fyace it contains 
nbout thirty mean wooden huts, and the adjoin" 
ing village about the fame number, 

Here is a cuftom-houfe belonging to the grand 
feignior, but his officers pay little refpeft to his 
authority * thinking tbemfelves beyond the reach 
,$f his power. 

Our felucca no fooner touched the land tnan 
toy valet leaped afhore, kifled the earth, and 
ihewed the moft frantic figns of joy 3 and then 
entering the caftle, left me, when I moft wanted 
his affiftance. Soon after the cuftom-houfe offi- 
cer and the lieutenant governor came to fee my 
goods landed, and to receive the duty. They in- 
tfantly gave me to underftand that they knew me 
to be an European, and were acquainted with my 
troubles in Mingrelfa. 

This aftonifhed me 3 but I was foon convinced 
that I had been betrayed by my perfidious valet. 
The officer of the euftoms afked many queftiom, 
fend gave orders for fearching my goods; but 
they could find nothing I wifhed to conceal. My 
iaddle, however, weighing more heavy than fuch 
as they had been ufed to, they minutely examine 
cd it, but finding nothing taar© tfw common, 

Ifecy laid U 4owa, 
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Of the eight hundred piftolea in ray pofleffion, 
I carried half about me, and the other half I pat 
into a wallet* with fome articles of little value* 
and fcftened them with a padlock. The cuftom 
houfe officers and the janizaries in lifted on my 
opening this wallet, which I promifed to do in 
the houfe. They then took me with them, and 
the lieutenant governor made me pay one per 
cent, on my goods, and the cuftoin-houfe officer 
five. The Jatter alfo plundered me of twenty- 
two piftoles in gold, and whatever elfe he fanci- 
ed, particularly of a pair of piftols, the only arms 
I had \ for which, however, he paid me about half 
the yalue. 

After this rapacious conduct, he invited me to 
lodge with him ; and on exprefling my aftooiih- 
ment at this fndden change of his behaviour, he 
vindicated himfelf, renewed his invitation, and 
even pxomifed to fupply me with a guard to pro- 
tect nay baggage over the mountains. 

But though I had realbn to think afterwards 
that he was fincere in his profefiions, I was fear- 
ful of trufting to them, left he mould difcover my 
treafurc. 

It was aimoft night when I left this officer. 
My valet had carried <ray baggage to the place 
where our mariners lodged, which was a wretchr 
ed cottage, pervious to all kinds of weather, and 
filthy to an extreme. 

I received many exprefiions of concern for my 
loft; and they blamed me for not intruding my 
wallet to their care, as their goods paid no duty. 
While I was eating a bit of bifcuit, a janizary 
came to inform my valet that the lieutenant go- 
vernor wanted him, and foon after I was fent for. 
I found the lieutenant and my valet fitting to- 

geth' 
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gether, both drqnk. After being in a manner forc- 
ed to eat and drink, the lieutenant demanded two 
hundred ducats, as a Aim due to his mailer from 
•11 Chriftian churchmen who vifited this country. 
I difputed but in vain j I attempted to retire, but 
-was threatened with being put in irons ; and, at 
laft, compounded by paying one hundred ducats 
to the lieutenant, and four to the janizaries. I 
was even compelled to entreat the former tp ac- 
cept of this fura, and to fwear that I would not 
complain of his extortion. 

Next morning, a party of foldiers was fent to 
my miferable lodgings, to examine my faddte 
•gain, and to fearch me. This filled me with the 
greateft uneafinefs, but they made no pew difco- 
very. 

After I had undergone thefe impositions, I was 
allowed two men to carry my baggage as far as 
Acataika, and received a paffport, with a'Tecom* 
mendation, that myfelf and my valet fhouM wear 
white turbans to command more refpecl. This I 
readily complied with, and left this iniquitous 
place with a fenfible pleafure. 

I now began to feel a little compofure, to 
wbich, foV five months, I had been a ftranger. 
Iofult, ilavery, marriage, the lofs of property, the 
fear of death, had aiternately diftrac*ed my mind, 
and thrown me into the deepeft dejecrion. 

I now afcended Mount Caucafus with an agt- 
lity that furprifed my porters $ for the body is li- 
terally light when the heart is at eafe. Next 
day, the 3d of December, I proceeded five league*. 
We fometimes were fo near the moft ftupendous 
precipices, that it was importable to be quite di- 
vefted of terror. • We kept conftantly afcending; 
#n4 W Uie evening arrived at a, village inhabited 
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\y Turks and Chriftians, where the rain and the 
(now obliged us to remain the following day. 

Setting out again > in two days travelling t 
proceeded eleven leagues mote, rive of which 
only I could ride on horfeback, on account of the 
afperities of the way, and the difficulty of fome 
of the partes. The two next days I advanced 
about fixteen leagues, and reached the fummit of 
Mount Caucasus. We then began to defcend ? 
and about half way down we faw the veftiges of 
many churches and caftles, deftroyed by the Turks* 
Caucafus is one of the higheft mountains I 
had ever part* It is one of the three chains which, 
divides Afia : the other two being Taurus and 
Imaus. It has the moft frightful precipices, and 
in many places the paths are cut out of the fdlid 
rock. It was wholly covered with fnow, which 
was every where ten feet deep j and my conduc* 
tors were frequently obliged to clear it away with 
ihovels. They wore fnow-fhoes to prevent their 
linking, and by the a (Tift a nee of them they were 
enabled .to run with great fwiftnefs. 

The top of Mount Caucafus* which is eight 
leagues over, is perpetually covered with fnow* 
Whenrtwe had reached this point, my guides 
made long prayers to their images, to obtain & 
cefiation of wind, which, had it blown hard, 
would infallibly have buried us all. 

In. eroding this frightful mountain, which is 
thirty-fix league? over, I could not fide above eight 
of them j and was often alarmed left the horfes 
would be quite loft in the holes covered by the 
fnow. For two days we feemed to be enveloped 
in clouds, and could not fee twenty paces before 
us. On defcend ing, the clouds feemed to be 
moving under our feet. When we reached the 

bottoxr 
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bottom, we found ourfelves m a beautiful and* 
fertile valley, three miles broad, covered with vil- 
lages, and watered by the River Kur. 

Notwithftanding its rugged appearance, Cauca- 
fus is fertile ahrroft to the top, producing corn and 
fruits, and Supporting numbers of hogs and large 
cattle. The vines twine round the trees, and rife To 
high, that the natives cannot reach the upper 
branches. There are many ftreams of exdeHent 
water, and a great number of villages iu the moft 
favourable fpots. 

It was now the time of vintage, and I found 
both the new and old wine excellent. The pea- 
sants live in cabins, built of wood; each family 
having four or five of them. The women grind 
the corn, as often as they want bread, and bake the 
dough on round ftones, about a foot in diameter, 
and (lightly hallowed. The ftone being well 
heated, they wet the dough upon it, and cover it 
with hot aihes and embers. The bread thus baked 
is white and very good. 

I lodged every night at the houfe of fome pea- 
sant, of whom I hired horfes and men to carry my 
baggage. The Turk, who had been appointed 
for my guide, took care that I fhould be fpeedily 
and punctually ferved. The natives fupplied us 
with fowlfc, eggs, pulfe, aud fruit in abundance j 
for all which nothing was demanded, nor would 
my conductor allow we even to make prefents in 
return. 

The /inhabitants of thefe mountains are chiefly 
Cbriltians of the Georgian church. They have 
very ffae complexions, and among the women, 
many are extremely beautiful. They feem <o 
live much more comfortably than the Mingreli- 
»us.' 

*•■ At i 
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At night on the 9th, I arrived at Acalzika. 
This is a fortrefs built iu a hollow, between a 
number of little hills, from which it might bo 
eafily battered down* It has a doable wall, and 
towers with ancient battlements on the top, but 
few guns mounted. On the furrounding emi- 
nences are about four hundred hpufes newly 
built, the only ancient fabrics being the two Ar- 
menian churches. 

The town is inhabited by Turks, Armenians* 
Georgians, Greeks, and Jews, who all profefs theii 
refpe6tive religions without moleftation. The ri- 
ver Kur, or Cyrus, which has its fource in Mount 
Caucafus, paries near this place. The baihaw of 
Acalzika lodges in the fortrefs, and his principal 
officers and the militia are difperfed in the neigh- 
bouring villages. 

After halting a few days, I fet out from Acal- 
zika towards the eaft, and after proceeding about 
threeleagues, found the plain of Acalzika contract, 
and the mountains approach each other. Where 
the valley becomes narrow, there ftands a Turk- 
iih caftle built on a rock, warned b^the river Kur* 
As an officer of the cuftoms refides here, I was 
fearful of being (topped and examined j but by- 
good fortune I was allowed to pafs without oppo- 
fitlon. 4 . • 

This ftation is called Ulker. After advancing 
two leagues farther, we aicended a mountain, 
which feparates Perfia from the dominions of the 
Turks. It is covered with villages, and the ruins 
of caftles, fortreues and churches, which evince 
the former grandeur of the Georgians, and the 
devaluating conquefts of the Turks and Perfians, 
We next journeyed through the delightful 
plain of Surhara, paffing a large village with <• 
\ql. XI. t 
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fort of the fame name. This plain is beautifully 
Jiprinkled with woods, villages, and caftles be- 
longing to the Georgian lords ; every fpot being 
m a date of high cultivation. 

We then crofted a mountain, leaving on our 
right a city, which is faid to have been once of 
great magnitude, and dill contains about five 
hundred houfes. On defcending the mountain, 
I approached Gory $ but initead of entering that 
town, went .directly to the houfe of the Capu- 
chins, to whom I had letters of recommendation. 

To thefe fathers I recounted the misfortunes I 
bad fuffered in Mingrelia, and the necefliry I 
was under of leaving much of my property there, 
and of coming into Georgia in fearch of affift- 
arice, which Lrequefl they would yield me. They 
commiferated my diftreffes, and the dangers to 
which M. Raifin and our property were ftill ex- 
pofed. They aflured me of their earned defire 
to ierve roe, as foon as they received the orders of 
their prefect., who was at Teflis. By their per- 
fuafion, I fet out immediately for that places ac ~ 
companied by a lay-brother, named Angelo de 
Viterbo. 

This gentleman, who had been afiigncd by the 
Capuchins for my guide, was both an honed man, 
and an able phyncian and furgeon. It had been 
his good fortune to fueceed in fome cafes reckon- 
ed defperate, and even incurable, which had ipread 
his fame, and added to hi6 perfonal refpe£t. He 
was perfectly acquainted with the language of 
the- country, as well as with the country itfelf, 
and as he was endowed with much good fenfe, 
courage, and patience, I could not have been'more 
fortunate in a companion. 

la 
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In two days we arrived at Teflis, and I was 
conducted to the convent of the Capuchins, where 
I met with the prefect, to whom I delivered my 
letters, and explained the caufe of my journey; 
He was foon feniible of the neceffity I lay under 
of endeavouring to recover what I had left in Min- 
grelia, at all hazards. It was agreed on, that I was to 
pafs for a Theatine, who had been fent from Col- 
chis to beg afiiftance of the Capuchins ; and that 
they were to fend one of their companions with 
me, to relieve my brethren, who had been reduced 
to great diftrefs by the war. 

This being determined on, I prepared for my 
journey. Having put the jewels I carried about 
me into a cafket, I committed them to the care of 
the prefect With extreme difficulty we engag- 
ed two men and horfes to accompany us. Scarce* 
ly money could induce them to ritk a journey in 
which fo many dangers farrounded them. I was 
obliged to give fecurity for their horfes and 
clothes, in cafe they mould be robbed of them. 

I now difmuTed my valet, who had played me 
a thoufand villainous tricks, and many times at- 
tempted my deftru&ion. Having expoftulated 
with him on his nefarious con dud, I paid him 
for the whole period of his fervice, and exhorted 
him* to amendment. But the nittdnefs of my be- 
haviour had no efreiSr. on him : he was enraged at 
being difmifled in a ftrange country, and gave 
me reafon to apprehend fome fatal confequences 
from his refentment. I was almoft tempted to 
lay him in irons, for my own fafety. By the in- 
iereft of the Capuchins I might eafily have done 
this ; but I pitied the fellow, though the fequel 
will fliew that my lenity was mil placed. 

V2 
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On the 20th of December, I fet out with Bro- 
ther Angelo and a Georgian belonging to the 
Capuchins, who was well acquainted with the 
roads, and whom the prefect recommended as a 
perfon in whom I might place entire confidence. 
We were only five men with four horfes. Brother 
Angelo and myfelf mounted two ; and the two 
others carried provi lions, and we gave out wherc- 
ever we came, that we were going in fearch of 
the Theatines of Mingrelia. 

We again patted mountains covered with fnow, 
and afterwards croffed a large river in a boat 5 
thendefcending a mountain, we entered a fpacious 
valley, extending into Mingrelia, watered by fe- 
deral ftreams. Here we lodged at£efano, a vil- 
lage fi tuft ted in the fineft part of the country of 
Imeretta. 

Sefano is near a caftle, belonging to an aunt 
of the King of Imeretta, who being now fick, and 
hearing that a Capuchin was arrived at the vil- 
lage, fent for him. It (hould be remarked, that 
•11 miffionaries practice, as phyficians, and are re- 
garded in that light. Brother Angelo attending 
the fummons, not without hopes that this inci- 
dent might turn to our advantage. 

Soon after he left us, a Capuchin of Gory arrived 
on horfeback, t6 : inform us that the valet I had difr 
milled had been at that place, where he had difco- 
vered all he knew of my enterprife, fwearing he 
would ruin me. This news greatly alarmed me, 
and having thanked the Capuchin in the warmeft 
terms, I prevailed on him to accompany us. 

Next day we advanced about rive leagues over 
the plain, leaving on our right the fortrefs of 
Scantier, fa id by the natives to have been built by 
Alexander the Great, We afterwards paffed the 

village 
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▼ilhge of Chicaris, and took tip our lodgings 
about a league beyond it, where we were obliged 
to remain two days, our guides refuting to proceed 
any farther. 

The rumours of the war, which were conveyed} 
by every pafifenger, intimidated them fo much* 
that death or fiavery was constantly prefent to 
their eyes. To roufe their courage, we repre- 
fented that. they had nothing to tear; that we 
were apprized of every thing; that our lives and 
property were as dear to us, as theirs were to 
them -, and that we would be refponfible for their 
perfonal fafety and for their horfes. 

One of them, in the name of his companion* 
then defired I would give them a writing, by 
which I would engage to purchale them, in cflie of 
their being taken captive, or give one hundred 
and twenty crowns to their wives, in cafe of their 
death. To this proportion I readily affected j 
and making fome farther promifes, they were 
prevailed on to proceed. 

Next day we reached Cotatis, and took up 
our lodgings at the houfe of the bifliop, who was 
abfent ; but one of his officers, knowing Brother 
Angelo, gave us a courteous reception. 

Cotatis is a little town, built at the foot of a 
hill, on the banks of the Phafis. At a fmall di£r 
tance ftands the kings palace. The town has 
neither fortification nor walls, and is everywhere 
open, except where the river and the mountain 
form a barrier. On an oppofite mountain, be* 
yond the river, ftands the fortreis of Cotatis, 
which has a high double wall, flrengthened with 
towers. 

Dnring my ftay in this town, one day after din-r 
per, I fa w the rogue of a valet enter, with an Art 
P3 
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menkn and a prieft, who came to (hew h?m th# 
way. The fight of this fellow did not much fur- 
prife me, for my apprehensions kept him constant- 
ly in my eye. I did not, however, betray the 
lead fymptom of fear when he entered, drefled 
in a turban, and with a furious look, feated him- 
{elf by my men, without an invitation. 

His infolence offended me. I afked him from 
whence he came. He replied from Acalzika, 
which he had done in two days. I then enquir- 
ed if the way was fo eafy and the mountains fo 
free from fnow, that he could crofs them in fo 
fhort a fpace. The road, exclaimed he, is the 
worft in the world, and the mountains are cover- 
ed with fnow, like thofe we parted in coming to 
Gonia. But you fhall fee, added he, for you muff 
come to Acalzika : I have orders from the bafhaw 
to bring you thither. You muff have force, re- 
plied I; to carry me there, where I have no bufi- 
nefs. You are ill advifed : you know I paid you 
off at Teflis, and if you are not fatisfied, you 
ought to make known your demands, without 
going to Acalzika on fuch a trifling affair 5 you 
may have j office done you at Cotatis. 

This I fpoke in a gentle manner $ when the 
villain, turning with a furious air to his compani- 
on, bid him call in the Turks. This was merely 
an artifice to terrify me. I own I gave up aJl 
for loft. The prince of Cotatis, who was prefent, 
not nnderftanding the language in which we 
fpoke, was ignorant of what was parting ; but be- 
ing informed of the caufe of the difpute, and the 
equity of my propofal, he immediately interefted 
himfelf in the affair, and preffed the fellow to 
agree to forae reafonable terms; but the more 
they faid, the moreinfolent he became. At length, 

lofing 
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loiing all patience, I ftruck at him with my 
fword 5 but fome of the people arretted the blow, 
and the villain fled in a great-fright. 
- After this fracas, it was refolved that Brother 
Angelo fhould next morning proceed forward 
into Mingrelia, while the other Capuchin ihould 
flay with me, becaufe we could not hire horfes 
for all. 

On the 2d of January, Angelo fet out with all 
the horfes and men I had brought from Teflis. Af- 
ter his departure, I returned to Chicaris, where I 
had continued about a fortnight, i n.rauch fufpenfe, 
wbrn one morning, at break of day, M. Railin, to 
my agreeable furprife, awaked me. He inform-* 
ed me that Brother Angelo and his party had ar- 
rived fafely at Sipias, and that he was overjoyed 
to hear of me. He inftantly prepared to fet out 
to meet me, by digging up the* treafure which 
had been concealed , part of which he had brought 
with him, and part he had left in the cuttody of 
the moft faithful of our valets, not liking to rilk 
the whole at one flake. 

Having proceeded thus far, he added, "don't be 
alarmed at what I am about to relate — all goes 
on well. When we arrived at Cotatis, we took 
up our refidence at the bilhop s. But 1 did not 
know of the difpute between you^nd the valet, 
or I would not have flopped therel: Father An- 
gelo and our men, not refle&ing on his malice, 
prevailed on me to make a 'halt there, to refreih 
ourfelves after our fatigues,*' I con fen ted.; but 
while we were at dinner, the villain of a valet 
entered with twenty janizaries, and in a loud voice 
exclaimed, where is your matter? He attempt- 
ed to kill me, and has not paid me; bnt I. will 
certainly pay him. He looked about for yon 
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and entered another room, in hopes of finding 
you concealed there. I followed him, and conjur- 
ed him not to ruin us 5 that if my aflbciate had 
ufed him ill, or withheld his wages, I was not an- 
fwerable for it ; but that let his demands be what 
they would, I would difcharge them, if he would 
fend away the Turks. He anfwered, that to this 
he agreed, and when he had difmiffed them, he 
would come to me again. 

" He then returned into the hall, and (hewing 
Brother Angelo to the janizaries, bid them feize 
him, and carry him to the governor of the fortrefs. 
The janizaries, laying hold of him, looked round 
to fee if there was any thing they could deal, and 
■ immediately made free with our cloaks ; but for- 
tunately did not meddle with the arms nor bags I 
carried about me, in which were gold and jewels 
to the amount of forty thoufand crowns. 

" The moment the janizaries had left the houfe, 
I fent a valet to follow Brother Angelo, and con- 
jured the carriers to fly with us inftantly. The 
horfes were quickly faddled and loaded, and here 
we are, having loft nothing worth notice. ,, 

It is impoflible to exprefs the joy this explana* j 
tion gave me. The Capuchin immediately wait- ' 
ed on the queen and the bilhop to complain, and 
defire them to procure the liberation of Fathet j 
Angelo. Meanwhile my comrade fet out with I 
five men, to bring off the reft of the treafure from 
Mingrelia 3 and the Capuchin, three men, and 
and myfelf took the way tp Tern's. When I ar- j 
rived at Gory, I fent back the Capuchin with a 
fum of money to ranfom Father Angelo. 

On the evening of the 6th of February, M. 
Baifin, with the remainder of the treafure, and 
the valets I had left in Mingrelia, joined us at 

Tcflis, : 
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Teflis, together with a Theatine Monk, and Fa- 
ther Angela I embraced them all with emotion j 
after which the latter drew me afide to relate the 
fequel of his adventure. 

It appeared that the malicious valet had re- 
prefented to the governor of Cotatis, that I owed 
him three hundred crowns, on which he obtained 
a party of janizaries to fearch for me. He had 
likewife given out, that I was an ambaifador, and 
that in my perfon the governor would find a 
prize which would enrich him for ever. The 
villain prefled the janizaries to bind Father An- 
gelo, and ule him ill ; but a renegado Italian in- 
terfered, and procured a milder treatment. When 
he was taken before the governor, the latter aik- 
ed the villain, if that was his mailer. He replied 
that he was not his matter, but that he knew 
-where his matter was. 

The governor then interrogated Father Ange- 
lo refpecling me ; but he denied any farther know- 
ledge of me, than that I was a poor friar, who had 
taken the trouble to inform them of the mifer- 
able ftate to which my order was reduced in Min- 
grelia ; and that when he left me, I was on my 
way to Teflis. The governor then infifted that 
the father mould pay the three hundred crowns 
in difput$ and ordered him to be fearched, when 
only feven pinoles were found in his girdle, which 
I had given him. Enraged at this difappoint- 
ment, the governor exclaimed, <c Wretch ! where 
are the riches thou haft promifed me ? haft thou 
brought me this poor man, to mock me ? Thou 
art a villain, and I will order thee to be battina- 
doed to death." My lord, replied the trembling 
valet, the riches' are in the hands of my matter** 
comrade, who is at the bi (hop's. " Dog, as thou 

art " 
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art/' returned the governor, " why haft thou not 
brought him, then ? Go and fetch him." 

The valet returned to the bifhop's with his ja- 
nizaries y but luckily M. Raifin was gone. The 
governor was then quite tranfported with rage 
again ft the valet ; on which Father Angelo relat- 
ed his iniquitous conduct and how generoufly I 
had treated him. 

At night Father Angelo was invited by the 
governor to fupper, and finding that he was a- 
phyfician, made him viiit fome tick foldiers in the 
fbrtrefs. Next day the queen and the bifhop 
fent to procure his releafe; and a certain great 
lord, whofe lady was ill; hearing that he was con* 
fined in the fbrtrefs for debt, paid twenty-five 
crowns for his difcharge, which were afterwards 
returned to him, and the worthy father joined my 
comrade at Chicaris. The valet, it appeared, was 
confined in the fbrtrefs, and it was probable he 
would not efcape punifiiment. 

Surrounded as we were by fo many dangers, and 
at times in the momentary expectation of lofing 
every thing, on making an eftimate of our real 
loffes, we had the fatisfadion to find, that it did 
not amount to more than one per cent, on our 
capital. 

Georgia, in which country we. had now found 
protedion, is bounded by Circaffia, Rufiia; Arme- 
nia Major and Minor, the Black Sea, and Ime- 
retta. This track was denominated Iberia by the 
ancients. It is full of woods and mountains, in- 
terfperfed with fpacious and delightful plains. 
Through the centre of the country flows theKur, 
or Cyrus, which difpenfes beauty and fertility as 
it runs. 

The 
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The air of Georgia is dry and warm in fummer, 
but cold in winter. The fine weather commences 
about the month of May, and lafts till November. 
The bread, fruits, and roots, are moft excellent. 
No part of Europe produces more delicious peart 
and apples, nor any part of Afia better pomegra- 
nates. Indeed the choice ft fruits are found in 
profufion. 

The cattle are extremely numerous; though 
•the inhabitants live chiefly on fwine'sfleih, which 
is not only palatable, but wholefome. Wild boars 
are very common, and wild-fowl of various kinds 
are incomparably delicate. The feas and rivers 
produce great abundance of fifh. 

No country affords more delicious wines, which 
are freely drank by the natives, and confidcrable 
quantities exported. A horfe load, about three 
hundred weight,.of the beft quality, fells for about 
the value of eight fhillings: inferior forts may be 
purchafed at half that price. Georgia alfo pro- 
duces large quantities of filk, which is exported to 
Turkey and other countries. 

The Georgians are the handfomeft people in the 
eaft, and perhaps in the whole world. I never 
remarked an ordinary perfon of either fex ; but I 
have feen many who were quite angelical. Na- 
ture has beftowed on the women the moft en- 
chanting graces of form : to fee them is to love 
them. But they injure their beauty with paint, 
which is ufed as a decoration, in the fame man- 
net as jewels and rich clothes among us. 

Thefe people have a ready wit, and, with the 
advantages of education, might be capable of (hin- 
ing in the liberal arts 5 but the neglect of all in-> 
ftru&ion, and the prevalence of ill example, ren- 
der them ignorant, dtfhoneft/aad vicious. Thev 
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do not fcem to hold a want of veracity In the con- 
tempt it deferves: with the greateft effrontery, 
they will maintain and vindicate a falfehood. In 
tlieir enmity they are irreconcileable} but they 
are not prompt to paflton, nor do they often con- 
ceive a hatred without fufficient caufe. 

Drunkennefc and luxury are reigning vices. 
Both churchmen and laity are equally addicted to 
women, nor is this attended with any fcandal. 
The prefeft of the Capuchins allured me, he 
had heard the catholicos of Georgia fay, that he 
who does not get drunk at the great feftivals, 
ought not to be efteemeda Ghriltian, and deferves 
excommunication . 

The women are not lefs di Hi pa ted than the 
men ; and to their behaviour may be afcribed 
much of that torrent of impurity which overflows 
the country. In their focial intercourfe, however, 
the'Georgians are civil, friendly, and.affed gra- 
vity of manners. Their cuftoms are borrowed 
from all the furrounding nations. This may ori- 
ginate from the commerce they carry on with 
other countries, and from the liberty every one 
enjoys of living according to his own religion and 
habits, and of freely defending them. Many na- 
tions are mingled with them. The Armenians 
are even more numerous than the Georgians them- 
felves; they are alio more rich, and fill moft of 
the inferior offices in the ftate. . The Georgians, 
however, ar.e more powerful, vain,, and ostenta- 
tious.. The difparity of their difpofitions, man- 
ners, and modes of faith, has given rife to a re- 
ciprocal hatred, which is carried fo far, that they 
never intermarry. . In fhort, the Georgians con- 
fider the Armenians much in the fame light that 
the Europeans do the Jews. 

The 
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The habit of the Georgians bears a clofe refem- 
blance to that of the Poles; but they cover their 
feet and legs after the Perfian manner} and the 
drefs of the women is wholly Perfian. 

The houfes of the grandees, and the public 
edifices, are all conftru&ed on the model of the 
Perfians. Building is very cheap ; for they have 
wood, ftone, plafter, and lime in abundance. 

The nobles exercife the raoft tyrannical power 
over their vaflals, whom they oblige to labour for 
them, whenever, and as .long as they pleafc, with- 
out food or pay. Indeed they confider that they 
pqiTefs a right to their fubftance, liberty, and 
lives : they fell their children as they would do 
their own cattle; but to make the mod of them, 
they feldom difpofe of the women till they reach 
their twentieth year. 

Ju refpe6t to religion, the Georgians are almoft 
as ignorant as the Mingrelians. Both thefe coun- 
tries received the knowledge of Chriftianity in the 
fourth century, from a woman of Iberia, who em- 
braced this divine religion at Conftantinople; but 
they have wholly loft the fpirit, and almoft the 
practice of it. There are dill, however, many 
biftiops in Georgia, befides the catholicos, or pa- 
triarch. 

The prince, though of the Mahometan faith, 
commonly fills the vacant fees with his own rela- 
tions ; even the catholicos is his brother. The 
chutches in the towns are kept in decent order; 
but in the country they are much otherwife. 
Thele people have a ftrange cuftom of erecting 
their churches on the tops of mountains, in dill ant 
and almoft inacceflible places. When they come 
in fight, they falute them* though at the diftance 
of leagues; but they do not often enter them -, - 

Vol. XL X* 
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it is certain that moft of them are not dnce* opeded 
in ten years. They build them, and then aban- 
don them to dilapidation. 

Moft of the, grandees make a profeflion of Ma- 
liometanifm, to gain employment or preferment 
from the prince. Some of them have fo little 
fenfe of fharae or honour, as to introduce the moft 
beautiful of their daughters to the prince, in ex- 
pectation of being rewarded by a place or a pen- 
don. 

While I was at Teflis, a Georgian lord acquaint- 
ing the prince that he had a niece eminent for 
beauty, was ordered by his majefty to bring her to 
court. The villain went to his fifter, who was 
a widow, and told her the prince was inclined to 
marry her daughter; and that me rnuft prepare 
her for fuch a diftinguifhed honour. The mo- 
ther immediately informed the poor girl of the 
violence that was, about to be offered to her in- 
clinations; for ihe was ftrongly attached to a 
neighbouring youth of quality, who ardently lov- 
ed her; and the mother had encouraged their 
paflion. 

In this dilemma they took the refolntion to 
condole with the lover. They fent for him, and 
he was not flow in appearing. He found the 
mother and his flame flint up by themfelVes, 
mingling their tears, and in the agonies. of dif- 
trefs, bewailing the feverity of their fate. The 
enamoured youth threw himfelf at their feet, and 
affured them that nothing was fo terrible to his 
apprehenfion as the lofs of his miftrefs; and that 
the prince had no vengeance equal to depriving 
him of her. That an immediate marriage was 
the only way to efcape the fnare that was laid for 

her, 
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ker, and then the perfidious uncle might be in* 
formed (he was no longer a virgin. 

The propofal was accepted, and the mother 
leaving the room, the lover wiped away the tears 
of diftrefs that fell from the bright eyes of his 
miftrefs, by inftantly marrying her. The uncle 
was fodn apprized of the whole, and ran to in- 
form his majefty of the tranfacfcion, who, exafpe- 
rated at his difappointment, ordered mother,, 
daughter, and huiband to be brought before him. 
Seiifible-of their danger, they had fought fecurity* 
by flight, and for fome months efcaped by chang- 
ing the place of their retreat. At length, being 
convinced that they could not long avoid purfuit, 
they got to Acalzika, where they put themfelves 
under the protection of the Turkifh bafhaw. 

The dread of fimilar misfortunes obliges fucfo 
of the Georgians as happen to have daughters re- 
markable, for their beauty, to marry them as foon 
as poffiblej and even in infancy. In particular 
the poor marry theirs fometimes when they are 
hi their cradle, that their lord may not fell them 
or ufe them as concubines. What a miferable 
nation is this, where the ties of nature* may be la- 
cerated not only with impunity, but alfo without 
imputation of wrong ! 

Georgia has four fortified towns, Teflis, Gory; 
Suramd, and Aly. ' Tefiis, the capital, is fituated 
at the bottom of a mountain on the river Kur. 
It is furrounded with handfome walls of fome 
ftrength, except on the river fide. On the decli- 
vity of the mountain is a large fortrefs, garrifoned 
with native Perfians. Here is a public fquare, an 
arfenal, and a market. The fortrefs is a place of 
jefuge for criminals and debtors. The prince of 
Georgia is obliged to pafs through it, when he goes 
Q, 2 witho"* 
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without the gates of the city, as is cuftomary, ta 
receive the letters and prefents lent by the king 
of Perfia* the city having no other entrance in 
the road from Perfia, but through this fortrefs; 
and the prince never enters it without apprehen* 
fions for his perfonal fafety. 

Teflis contains fourteen churches, which is anr 
extraordinary number in a place where there is lb 
little devotion. The cathedral, which is called 
Sion, ftands on the banks of the river, and is built 
of hewn ftoues. It is an ancient fabric, and has 
four naves. In the centre is a large dome, fup- 
ported by mafly pillars. Theinfideis filled with 
Greek paintings, fo wretchedly executed, that it is 
difficult to fay what they are intended to repre- 
fent. The bi (hop's palace and the principal 
church of the Georgians adjoin the cathedral. 

Though this city, and indeed the whole pro- 
vince, is fubject to Perfia, and is governed by a 
prince who profefles Mahometanifm, it does not 
contain one mofque. The Perfians, indeed, have 
attempted to build them, but the natives have 
conftantly rifen and demolished the work, as faft 
as ft advanced. Thefe feditions are not difpleaf- 
ing to the princes, though they make a ihew of 
reprerfing them: for, having abjured Chriftianity, 
merely to obtain the viceroyalty, they do not wi(h 
to fee the eftabliihment of Mahometanifm. 

The Georgians are naturally mutinous, fickle, 
and brave j and being (ituated near the Turks, 
their matters are obliged to treat thera with great 
lenity, left they ihould throw themfelves into the 
arms of the grand feignior. They are allowed to 
ufe bells in their churches, to fell pork daily ia 
the markets, and. wine at the corners of the ftreets. 

The public ftru&ures at Teflis make an elegant 

>earance, being built of ftone and well prelerv- 

ed. 
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«L The palace of the prince is one of the capi- 
tal ornaments of the place. It contains grand 
Moons, .which open to the river, and face very 
extenfive gardens. Before the palace is a fquare, 
in which one thoafand horfe may be drawn tip* 
It is furrounded by fhops, and oppofite the palace 
gate is the grand bazar, from the upper end of 
which, the fquare and the front of the palace ap- 
pear in beautiful perfpective. The vicinity of 
the city is adorned with pleafure houfes'and gar- 
dens. 

On the 10th, the prefect of the Capuchins an* 
Bounced my arrival to the prince, which indeed 
could not have been concealed, had I wilhed it j 
but I was defirous of being introduced to him, 
that I might exhibit the king of Perfia's paffports, 
*ddrefled to all governors of provinces, to whom 
J was ftrongly recommended. In confequence of 
this, I made no doubt I fhquld find a favourable 
reception, and an efcort to conduct roe fafely out 
of his dominions. 

The prince, named Chanavas Khan, told the 
prefect I was welcome, and that it would be do- 
ing him a pleafure to wait on him as foon as I 
could. Two days after, he fent a gentleman to* 
inform me that he was entering on a week of fef- A 
tivity, during which he mould daily give a public 
entertainment to his whole court, and defired my 
company. 

The Capuchins advifed me and M. Raifin, my* 
comrade, to appear in our beft clothes, and on 
their account to make the prince a liberal prefent. 
I was happy to have an opportunity of Ihewing 
my gratitude to thefe friendly people, for the im- 
portant fervices they had done me, and readily 
acceded to their requeft. 

€13 
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It was* near noon when we entered the palace, 
accompanied by the prefect and one of the com.- 
rounity, named Father Raphael, We found the 
prince in a hall, about oue hundred feet long and 
forty broad, with an open front towards the river. 
The ceiling was covered with raofaic work, and 
fupported by a number of pillars, between twenty- 
five and thirty feet high, painted and gilt, arid the 
whole apartment was covered with tapeftry. 
, The prince and his chief nobility were placed 
near three fires, which, with feveral braziers^&f- 
ficiently warmed the room. The cuftomary mode 
of falutation to the prince, is by kneeling at two 
or three paces distance, and thrice 'bowing the 
head. But this is difpenfed with in regard to 
Europeans; and I made my obeifance without 
kneeling- I was then condu&ed to my place by 
two gentlemen in waiting; but I did not chufe to 
take precedence of the Capuchins, as I was glad 
of an opportunity of doing them honour. 

While I was performing the introdu&bry cere- 
monies, a gentleman at the-door of the hall took 
my letters patent from the fovereign of Periia, 
which I held in my hand, and the prefent for the 
prince, which I had ranged in a large filver bowl. 
The prince opened the patent, put it to his mouth 
and forehead, and then delivered it to his prime 
minifter, to inform him of its contents. 

This done, he eyed the prefeut, which was 
placed at his feet, with much curiofity and feem- 
ing pleafure. It confitied of a large watch in a 
filver cafe, chafed and gilt; a cryftal mirror 
mounted iq filver; a gold box enamelled, to hold 
opium; a very neat cafe of furgica.1 inftrumcnts; 
and knives with curious handles. 

The 
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. The prime minifter having read the patent in a 
low voice, explained its contents. All the great 
men admired the golden letters, and che elegant 
.flowers of the bordure. Betides the writing in 
gold, there were words in blue and red, by way of 
diftin&ion, while the relt was in black characters. 

In bowing to the viceroy, I fpoke not a word, 
«or did he move. A moment after 1 was feated, 
Jbe fent me a large loaf on a gilt dim, and ordered 
me to be told that 1 was welcome. Soon after he 
fent to aik me the events of the war between the 
Poles and the Turks. 

. I fhall not attempt to defcribe the order and 
magnificence of the feaft, which was ferved up : 
•fuffice it to fay, that much wine was drank, and 
ft. prodigious quantity of viands confumed. Wc 
fat three hours at table before we arofe, and at 
this period the roaft meat was not brought in. 

In retiring, we made a low bow to the prince, 
when he again fent to tell us we were welcome, 
and ordered us to be attended home. 

On the 14th, the prince fent us a prefent of two 
large flaggons of wine, two pheafants, and four 
partridges. The meflenger informed me, that 
the prince delired he would enquire whether we 
. wanted any thing, and whether the Capuchins 
took care to entertain us well 5 and to tell us that, 
if we liked his wine, we were welcome to fend 
. every day to his pantry for more. I made my 
acknowledgments to the gentleman, and requcft- 
ed him to aflure the prince that the Capuchins 
took care of all our wants, and that we drank 
the prince's health 'with our friends, in the wine 
he had favoured us with. 

On the fecond day after, the prince invited us 
to the nuptial ceremonies of his niece, which were 

folemnf— J 
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folemnized at the palace. I accordingly attended 
with the prefect and Father Raphael; bat the 
ceremony was almoft over before we arrived, it 
was performed in the grand faloon, where we had 
previoufly dined 5 and a number of ladies being 
prefent, no other gentlemen were admitted, fave 
the prince and his near relations. 

It is only fi nee Georgia became fubje& to 
Perlia, that the women have been precluded from 
the fociety of the men. This, however, takes place 
only in the towns; for in the country, and places, 
where there are no Mahometans, they neither 
wear veils, nor refrain from converfation with 
the other fex. 

The marriage feaft was ferved up on a terrace 
of the palace, furrounded with a fofa, two feet 
high, and on it was erected a grand pavilliop, 
fupported by five columns of light and elegant 
mechanifm. The lining was of gold and filver 
brocade, and painted linen, fo artificially joined; 
that, by the light of tapers, it appeared like a ceil* 
ing of flowers and morifco. The floors were co- 
vered with fine carpets, and the place was lighted. 
by a number of large lamps fixed on mafly Hands. 

The guefts, who amounted to about one iron* . 
dred, were ranged on fofas, extending round the 
room. That on which the prince fat was elevated 
above the reft, and covered with a canopy in form 
of a dome. His fon and brothers fat on his right, 
and the bifhops on the left. The prince placed 
us with the Capuchins, immediately under the 
bifhops, and below us were the mufician*. 

Soon after the bridegroom entered, led by the 
catholicos, and having taken his feat, the princes 
relations approached him with their compliments 
and prefents, and this was done by moft of the 

guefts, 
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gtiefts, each in bis rank. The prefents con lifted 
©f monev,in gold and (ilver* and fmall filver cups: 
the total value might be equal to two hundred 
crowns. 

Meanwhile the (upper was ferved up in the 
following order. The cloths being laid on the 
fofas, the bread was next placed, and then the 
meat, which, was ferved up in large covered filver 
diihes. Thole who brought the difhes into the 
apartment, ranged them on a cloth at the entrance, 
while others let them before the carvers, who 
filled the plates, and prefented them to*£fee guens 
in order. They flrft ferved one kind of meat 
round, and then another. . 

The feaft confilled of three fervices, in each of 
which were about fixty covers. The flrft was 
compofed of various forts of pilaw, a well-known 
oriental did), very palatable and extremely whole* 
fome. The fecond fervice was of tarts, fweet and 
four fricafees, and ragouts. The third was of 
roaft meat. 

All the feveral fervices were mixed with fifh, 
eggs, and pulfe, for the ecclefiaftics. Every thing 
was conducted with filence and regularity, fo that 
there was neither the confufion nor noife fo com- 
mon at European feafts. 

Of drinking veffels there was a prodigious num- 
ber, and. many of them very rich and coftly. The 
jcups and bowls were fome of gold enamelled, 
fome of poli(hed gold, and others were adorned 
with precious nones. With thofe valuable uten- 
ills were mixed horns richly ornamented, fome 
made of the horn of the rhinoceros, and others of 
more common animals, but all haudfomely manu- 
factured. 

The 



178 CHARDIN'S TRAVELS. 

The roaft meat was not removed when we re- 
tired at midnight. How long the fea ft con tinued 
after I know not. No perfon drank till the third 
fervice, and then they began to drink healths in 
this manner. Four perfons on each fide of the 
prince were ferved with as many cups full of wine. 
Thofe on the right hand drank off the liquor firftj 
and then thofe on the left. The guefts next in 
order, to the fame number, were then ferved in 
the fame cups, and fo on till the whole company 
had been gone round.- After which they began 
again with eight larger cops, and proceeded as 
before. 

It is cuftomary here to drink the healths of the 
great in large potations j and the guefts, to {hew 
their refpefi, not unfrequently pledge them till 
they become intoxicated. The Capuchins and I 
were excufed from drinking more than we liked; 
and, indeed, had I imitated the freedom of my 
neighbours, I fhould have died on the fpot. 

When the healths began, the vocal and inftru* 
mental mufic (truck up, with which the whole 
company feemed tranfported, though to my taflft 
it founded rude and barbarous. 

On the 20th, I defired the pfefeft and Father 
Raphael to return thanks to the prince for the 
honours he had done me, and to requeft he would 
grant me a conductor to Irivan, the capital of 
Armenia Major. This favour he readily granted* 
profefiing that he entertained a great efteero for 
Europeans, and mould be glad to fee a number of 
them fettled in Georgia 5 and added, that if they 
were difpofed to trade with his country, he would 
grant them all the advantages they could defire. 

This bufinefs being fettled, we left Tenis oa 
the 28th of February, our mehemander riding 

before 
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before us, to exonerate us from impofls, and to 
provide lodgings and fupplies on the road. Next 
day we proceeded eight leagues, through a beau- 
tiful plain, to a town named Cuprikent, or the 
Village of the Bridge, becaufe it is built near a 
very fine one, over the Tabadi. The town con- 
fin's of about one hundred and fifty houfes, and 
the bridge, which unites two mountains, is fup- 
ported by four unequal arches, that fpring from 
two irregular mattes of rock in the bed of the ri- 
ver. At the two extremities of the bridge are 
fmall chambers and porticos, for the accommoda- 
tion of pafiengers. Adjoining is a caravanfary in 
ruins, which was formerly one of the mod mag- 
nificent in Georgia. 

The three following days we purfued our jour- 
ney, over mountains difficult of accels, and on the 
4th* of March arrived at Dilyjan, a pretty large 
town, feated on a river at the foot of a high and 
horrid mountain, which form? a part of Mount 
Taurus. 

The richnefs of the foil and the number of the 
villages are almoft incredible ; and fome of them 
are built on fuch points of land, that they are 
fcarcely vifibte to the paflengers below. Moft of 
them are inhabited by Georgian or Armenian 
Chriftians, who, however, never intermix, nor 
even live in the fame village*. . . 

In all our progrefs over thefe mountains, we 
found neither caravanfaries nor any houfes of 
public entertainment. Our guide constantly pre- 

• It it a painful reflection, that between the different fe&a 
of the Chriftian religion generally more animofity reigns, than 
between Chriftians and Mahometans or Pagans, flow are we 
to reconcile this conduit to the principles of the moft benevo- 
lent religion on earth ? 

♦ ced 
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ceded us, to provide for our reception, and on "our 
arrival .at a village, we always found a houfe and 
liable prepared, and fupper ready. The firft day 
I w idled to acknowledge nay obligations to the 
landlord, by giving him lbmething; but ray con- 
ductor prevented me, faying it was notcuftomary; 
and that I ought rather to remember him. How- 
ever, I afterwards privately gave fomething to our 
hods. We travelled in this way very .agreeably; 
and my chamber at night was guarded by the men 
of the village, as well to execute my orders as to 
protect me, though there was no danger to fear. 

Moft of the habitations are caverns hollowed 
out of the earth. Others, however, are conftruft- 
ed of large beams, and covered with turf, with 
an aperture in the middle, to admit the light and 
give vent to the fmoke. The cavern houfes have 
the advantage of being warm in winter and cool 
in fummer. 

On the 5 th, we advanced five leagues over the 
frightful mountain that bounds Dilyjan. The 
fatigue of this journey was inexprelHble. I was 
•feized with a dyfentery, which obliged me to dif- 
mount every quarter of an hour. The whole 
mountain was covered with fnow, and not lb 
<tnnch as a tree or plant was to be, feen. 

The road was a narrow path of beaten fnow, 
by frequent travelling. If we fet a foot out of 
this path* we funk in up to the middle. It is 
impofiible to pafs this mountain while the fnow 
falls, or the wind blows, without the imminent 
danger of being lortj and in this miferablc man- 
ner many perfons annually perilh. 

Though half dead, next day I continued my 

journey, and haftened on in hopes of findiug 

<ome relief at Irivan. We proceeded to Hickni, 

2 a coafide/able 
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a con deferable town on the river Zengui, and 
lodged at a handfome monaftery belonging to the 
Armenians. The monks received me with much 
humanity j but it being Lent, nothing could prevail 
on them to favour me with a little chicken broth; 
and it was not without fome difficulty that I pro- 
cured fome eggs. 

Next morning, at day break, we departed, and 
travelled nine leagues over plains covered with 
fnow. Travelling over thofe frozen tracks is at- 
tended with great pain and danger from the rays 
of the fun, •which, falling on the fnow, give it an 
infupportable brightnefs. I followed the exam- 
ple of the natives in putting a thin filk handker- 
chief before my eyes. When we met with any 
of the peafants, it was necefTary to difpute who 
fhould quit the track and plunge into the fnow. 
When the numbers were equal, blows fome times 
decided the iuperiority ; but on other occarlons, 
the weakefi were compelled to yield. Having 
paflfed feveral towns and villages, that night w* 
arrived at Irivan. 

This city is large, but inelegant, the greateft 
part being filled with gardens andVvineyards. It. 
is fit ua ted in a plain environed by mountains, on 
the banks of two rivers which walh it on differ- 
ent rides. The fortrefs, which Hands at a fmall 
distance, is very large, beicg four thoufand paces 
round, of an oval form, and containing eight 
hundred houfes. It is wholly inhabited by Per- 
sians. The Armenians, indeed, are allowed to 
open ihops here during the day; but at night 
they return to their houfes in the city*. 

This fortrefs has three walls of earth, and bat- 
tlements of white bricks, flanked with towers 
and narrow ramparts, extending on the north to 

Vol. XL R . afrigh 
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a frightful precipice, above two hundred yards 
deep j at the bottom of which flows the Zengui. 
This inacceflible part requires no artificial de- 
fence. All the gates are cafed with iron, and 
ftrengthened by batteries, portculHfes, and guard* 
houfes. The garrifon eonfifts of two thoufand 
men. 

The palace of the governor of the province 
Hands on the brink of the precipice, and makes 
a handfome appearance. On an eminence at 
fome diftance is a fort with a double wall, and 
artillery, which is capable of commanding the ci- 
tadel. 

There are feveral churches in this city, the 
principal of which are the bi (hop's, and one call- 
ed Catovike, which were erected in the reigns of 
the lad kings of Armenia. The reft are more 
modern ftru&ures, and have fbmewhat the refem- 
blance of catacombs. 

Near the epifcopal church ftands an old tower, 
charged with infcriptions in characters like thofe 
of Armenia, but the natives of that country can- 
not read them. This is an antique work of fin- 
gular architecture, and round it are feveral ruins, 
apparently belonging to a cloifter. The origin 
and ufe of this tower are beyond the reach of 
memory, or exifting hiftorical evidence. 

At tome diftance is a large fquare, four hun- 
dred paces in diameter, furrounded with trees. 
This is ufed for caroufals, horfe-races, wreftling 
matches, and other gymnaftic exercifes. There 
are many baths in the town and fortrefs, and fe- 
veral caravanfaries, the moft fuperb of which is 
in the vicinity of the caftle. It was built not 
long fince by a governor of Armenia. The gate 
it eighty paces deep, and forms 1 a fine gallery, 
I - which 
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which is converted into ihops where all kinds of 
fluffs are fold. The body of the edifice is fquare, 
and contains three great lodging rooms, and fixty 
fmall ones, with ftables and other accommoda- 
tions. Before it is a market furrounded with 
ihops, and on one fide is a mofque and two cof- 
fee houfes. 

Irivan lies in 41 deg. 15 min. north latitude, 
and enjoys a ialubrious, but cold and not very 
clear, air. The winter is of long duration, and 
the fnows fometimes fall in April. The furround- 
ing country, however, is extremely fertile, and 
the wine is mod delicious. The Armenians have 
a tradition, that Noah planted the vine near Iri- 
van, and even indicate the identical fpot»> u 

Provifions are amazingly cheap in thfs neigh- 
bourhood, a proof of their abundance. The two 
rivers, and the lake of Irivan, which lies to the 
north-weft of the city, at fome di fiance, fupply 
the inhabitants with excellent fifti, particularly 
trout and carp, which are celebrated all over the 
eaft. I have feen fome of them three feet long. 

The Armenians efteem this the mod ancient 
city in the world, and believe that Noah dwelt 
there both before and after the deluge. They 
even point this out as the fite of the terreftrial 
paradife. 

About twelve leagues from Irivan is the cele- 
brated mountain, on which, almoft all the natives 
agree, the ark muft have refted. This moun- 
tain rifes to fuch a height, and is of fuch magni- 
tude that, when the air is clear, it does not appear 
to be above two leagues diftant from the city. 

The Armenians maintain that the ark is ftill 
in being on the fummit of this mountain, and 
iay, that a monk, named James, being determir 
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ed to fee it, or die in the attempt, proceeded half 
way up the acclivity, but could get no farther; 
becaufe, having every day afcended fo far, he was 
nightly, during his fleep, carried back to the 
place from whence he fet out in the morning. 
They add, that the monk perfevereda long time, 
till God taking pity on him, granted a part of his 
defire,.by fending an angel with a piece of the 
ark to him, and ordering him to be told, that all 
accefs to the top was forbidden to man. 

At the bottom of this mountain it a village of 
Chriftians, and near it a raonaftery, for which 
the Armenians have a high veneration, believing 
that Noah firft offered facrifices on that fpot, 
after the deluge. This is called the Monaftery 
of the Apoftles, from its- being pretended that 
the bodies of St. Andrew and St. Matthew were 
found there. They tfill ihew the ikull of the 
evangeliit,or, at leait, one in its ftead. Superflition 
relates numerous abfurdities of this place and the 
environs, which it considers as its Holy Laud. 

Having fent to announce my arrival to the 
governor of Irivan, he informed me by a meflen- 
ger, that I was welcome, and that he was very de- 
firous of feeing me and fome of the jewels. in niy 
pofleflion. Being alked if I preferred lodging in 
the fortrefs or the great carayanfary, I chofe the 
latter, becaufe it was fufficiently fecure, and ad- 
mitted of great variety of company. On this the 
the governor gave orders that I fhould be fur- 
nifhed with the bed apartments; and next day I 
removed thither with all my baggage. 

The governor lent the intendant with a com- 
miflion for me to receive, daily, from the proper 
officer, brend, wine, fiih, flefli, and other necef- 
ftries, for fix peribua. The quantity of each is 

regulated* 
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regulated; but we found the allowance was equal 
to the fupport of double the number of men. 

On the 10th, I paid the governor a vifit by ap- 
pointment 3 and found him in a large, handfome, 
airy clofet, with feveral lords of the country. He 
treated me with great complaifance, thrice told 
roe I was welcome, and entertained me with 
fweetmeats and Ruffian brandy. 

I exhibited my patents, after which he engage 
ed me for an hour in communicating the news of 
Europe, relative to the difpofition of courts, the 
flare of the fciences, and the new difcoveries that 
had been made. Another hour was fpent in ex-, 
amining the jewels I had brought, of which he 
talked like one acquainted with the fubject. He 
feleded fuch as particularly pleafed him, and 
having kept me to dinner, honoured me with his 
cooverfation for forne time after ; and then dif- 
miifed me with a charge to my mehemander, 
that I mould want for nothing. 

This governor was highly favoured by t}ie 
king, and revered by the court. His two fons 
were particularly diftinguifhed by the fovereignj 
and his own juftice and integrity rendered him 
the objed of refpefct to the people. He feemed 
to poffefs many amiable qualities, was a man of 
fenfe, and attached to the arts and fciences. 

On the 5th of April, this perfonage repaired to 
a camp, which he had caufed to be formed about 
a league from the city, in a large and beautiful 
meadow, covered with the nneft vernal flowers, 
through which the two rivers, on which Irivan 
Hands, wind with a gentle courfe, and form many 
fmall iflands. The governor's quarter, his lady's* 
and that of the principal perfons \ybo accompar 
nje4 them, were ieparate, on diftiaft iflands $ bu*- 
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they had a communication with each other by 

means of dying bridges. 

The governor's tents were extremely magnifi- 
cent, poire Hi ng all the accommodations of a pa- 
lace in miniature, even to baths and ftoves. His 
houfehcld confifted of five hundred men, exclu- 
five of women and eunuchs. 

In thefe rural retreats, the great in this coun- 
try ufually pals Hie fpring. They take the diver- 
sions of hunting, fifhing, walking, and exercifc 
on foot and horfeback. Thus they enjoy the ia- 
lubrious frefhnefs of the air, at the feafon moft 
favourable for health and pleafurej and fome- 
times continue this delightful kind of life during 
the belt part of the fummer, in the charming re- 
cefTes of the neighbouring mountains. 

On the 6th, I dined with the lieutenant of the 
fortrefs, who was a native of Dagheftan, and I 
received much amufement and inflru£tion from 
his relation of the Angularities in the manners 
and cuftoms of his countrymen. Next day, I 
was entertained by. the treafurer in a limilar 
ftyle 5 and I now made thefe geutlemen fome ac- 
knowledgments for the kindnefs they had ihewn 
me. I had been exempted from the cuftomary 
duties, by the exprefs command of their fupcrw 
orsj but they knew I was foo well acquainted 
with the cuftoms of the country to think, that 
generofity to a ftranger was pure, and without 
the expectation of a return. 

In the afternoon I waited on the governor, at 
his encampment, to take my leave. He ihewed 
me the greateft. kindnefs, and on my retiring, 
gave me letters of recommendation to his two 
fons in the court of Perfia. 
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On the 8th of April, I took my departure from 
Lrivan, and in four days reached Nacchivan, once 
a lpacious city, but now a heap of ruins. How- 
ever, in ibme parts it has been rebuilt and re- 
peopled. In the mid ft of the rivers, bazars have 
arifen, in which all kinds -of provitions and mer- 
chandife are fold. The Peril an hiftorians affirm, 
that this city once contained forty thoufand 
houfes. Indeed, its ruins evince its ancient ex- 
tent j without the walls are the remains of a 
large fortrefs, and many forts which Abas the 
Great deftroyed. 

A few leagues to the north of Nacchivan is a 
large village, named Abrener, or the Fertile Field. 
The inhabitants of this and feven adjacent vil- 
lages are of the Romiih church : the biihop and 
priefts are Dominicans, but the fervice is per- 
formed iu the Armenian tongue. 

About three hundred and fifty years ago, a 
Dominican of Bologna brought this fpot under 
the authority of the pope; and, indeed, at firft 
had much fuccefs ; but by degrees feveral of the 
villages, which had acknowledged the fuperiority 
of the holy fee, have returned to their obedience 
to the Armenian patriarch, and to their primitive 
modes of faith. The adherents of the church of 
Rome daily diminiih, on account of the political 
dilcouragements they lie under. 

Next day, having croiicd the River Nacchivan, 
by a bridge, we proceeded through an arid and 
iieril country to the River Arras, the Araxes of 
antiquity, oppofite the ruius of Julfa. That city 
Hood on the declivity of a mountain, facing the 
river. The avenues that led to it were naturally 
difficult, and made a 1 moil inacceflible by art. 
According to the Armenian thifr city contained 

for 
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four thoufand houfes; bnt many of them appear 
to have been only caverns in the mountains, 
more adapted for the (belter of cattle than for 
the abodes of men. It is irapofiible to find a 
more horrid and barren fpot : not even a fhroh 
or a blade of grafs is to be feen : and though the 
neighbourhood prefents fome fpots of fertility, 
this is by no means the character of the place. 

Abas the Great totally ruined Julfa. That 
politic and enterprifing prince, feeing his forces 
unequal to thofe of his enemies, and refte&ing on 
the means of preventing their annual incurfions 
Jnto Perfia, refolved to render all the country a 
defert between Erzerum and Tauris, on a line 
•with Irivan and Nacchivan, the ufual route 
by which the Turks made their inroads, and 
where they fortified tbemfejves, on account of 
the facility with which they procured fubfiftence 
for their armies. 

In conformity to this fcheme, he removed the 
inhabitants and the cattle, ruined the edifices of 
every kind, fet fire to all the fields and trees, and 
even poifoned Yeveral of the fountains. 

The Aras, which pafifes Julfa, has its fource in 
the mountain on which it is faid Noah's ark rett- 
ed, and after dividing Armenia and Media, falls 
into the Cafpi^n Sea. This river is large and ra-» 
pid ; and during its courfe is fwelled by many 
brooks and torrents. Bridges have been built 
over it above Julfa, and in other places; but 
fuch is its rapidity, when the fnows melt on the 
neighbouring mountains, that no piers or but- 
trefies can wjthftand its force. We patted it in a 
jarge boat, capable of containing twenty borfes 
?nd thirty men at once. Four men con dueled 
the tKKrt,,aud proceeded fome way up the bank, 

. getting 
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getting by little and little into the dream, and* 
then made uie only of a long helm to dire& its 
courfc to the other bank. The boat was driven by 
the current with an aftonifhing impetuofity, and 
proceeded five hundred pace? a 1 moil in an inftant. 
The boatmen, however, were two hours in going 
and returning, on account of the efforts they were 
obliged to make in moving again ft the flream. 

We now proceeded to the north-weft, and next 
day reached Marant, a good city, fituated at the 
bottom of a hill, at the extremity of a fertile 
plain, watered by the fmall river, Zeloulou. The 
gardens of Marant occupy more fpace than the 
town itfelf, and produce the beft fruit in all Me- 
dia. This country alio affords the cochineal in- 
ie&, fo valuable in the dyeing art. 

From thence we proceeded between the moun- 
tains, which, in fome places, almoft converge to- 
gether. After we parted thefe defiles, we enter- 
ed on fertile, irriguous plains, and on the 17th 
arrived. at Tauris, the iecond city in Perfia, both 
with refpe& to extent, commerce, riches, and the 
number of its inhabitants. 

Tauris is feated in a plain, at the foot of a 
mountain, and is of an irregular figure, without 
walls or fortifications. The little river, Spingtcha, 
divides it, which, fometimes overflowing its banks, 
carries away the houles in its courfe. Another 
river, the Agi, flows on the north of the city} 
and its waters are generally fait fix months in the 
year, from the torrents which defcend from hills 
covered with fait. 

This city is divided into nine quarters, or 
wards. The bazars, compofing the heart of the 
city, and the dwelling houfes, raoft of which 
have a garden, are on the outfide. The bazars. 



igO CHARDItfS TRAVELS. 

or markets, make a very magnificent appearance, 
from their extent and the beauty of the build- 
ings. In one, which is of an octagonal form, 
jewels and other valuable merchandife are fold. 
This is called the Royal Market. The public 
ftrudtures, in general, are very noble, and, in 
point of magnificence, equal to the fineft fpeci- 
mens of AG a tic architecture. 

Tauris is laid to contain three hundred cara- 
vanfaries, fo fpacious, that three hundred perfons 
may be accommodated in each ; and the mofques 
and baths are anfwerable to the grandeur of the 
other buildings. There are three hofpitals, where 
provifions are twice diftributed every day to fuch 
as attend. On a hill at the weft end of the city 
is a pretty hermitage, and at the eaft end are the 
ruins of a cattle. 

- This city contains the largeft fquare I ever be- 
held, in which the Turks, when in poffeflion of 
the place, have drawn up thirty thoufand men in 
order of battle. Here the populace every even- 
ing are diverted with drolls, mountebanks, wreft- 
ling, dancing wolves, and the rehear fal of pieces, 
in profe and verfe. The inhabitants delight 
much in the uncouth dancing of wolves; and 
the moft tradable will fetch fifty crowns each. 

The population of Tauris is thought to exceed 
half a million, befides a multitude of Grangers 
from all parts of Afia. The fineft Perfian tur- 
bans are manufactured here; and I have been 
allured, that upwards of fix thoufand bales of 
iilk are annually ufed by the inhabitants in their 
different fabrics. The commerce, indeed, of this 
pity extends not only over all Perfia, but alfo into 
Turkey, Ruffia, Turtary, and the Indies. 

Though 
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Though Tauris lies in 38 deg. north latitude, 
the air is cold and dry, and of confequehce falu- 
brious. This proceeds from its northern expofi- 
ture, and from the tops of the furrounding moun- 
tains being invefted with fnow, for nine months 
in the year. The city abounds with all the ne- 
ceflaries and luxuries of life, and thefe extremely 
cheap. The Cafpian Sea, though above forty 
leagues diftant, fupplies it with fifh, and the river 
Agi is not unproductive of therm They have 
alfo abundance of deer and wild fowl. The 
mountains fhelter eagles, which the people of 
diftinction bring down, by way of amufement^ 
with the hawks in an aftonifhing manner. 

All kinds of delicious fruits are produced in 
exuberant plenty*, in the vicinity of the city are 
faid to be fixty different kinds of grapes. In 
fine, no part of Perfia affords better or cheaper 
entertainment. , 

Near the city are large quarries of white mar-* 
ble, one of which is tranfparent ; and at a fmall 
diftance are two mines, one of gold, and the 
other of fait. The gold mine, however, has long 
been neglected \ nor is it thought to be worth, 
working. 

I took up my abode here for fome time, during 
which I fold a number of jewels to the governor 
and other officers of diftinc\ion, to the amount of 
one thoufand crowns j but they would not allow 
me to make any profit by them ; as they balanc- 
ed the interefl they promifed' to procure me at 
court againft the fair profits I had a right to ex- 
pect. It is impoflible to conceive the carefles, 
the flattery, and the inlinuating manners of the 
Perfia ns, when they wifh to promote their own 
interefl. .In &&, they fhew fuch an appearance 
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of finccrity, that a perfon ought to be perfe&ly 
acquainted with the genius ot the people, and the 
courtiers in particular, to prevent his being duped 
by their artitices. 

As this was the fcafon when the Curdes, the 
Turkuvians, and other nations, who dwell in 
tents, and are chiefly robbers, quit the plains aud 
remove to the mountains, with their flocks aud 
herds, in fearch of pailure and (hade, we were 
advifed, for our greater fecurity to wait for com- 
pany. This induced me to delay my journey till 
the 28th of May, when I fet out with the provoft 
of the merchants, who had fourteen: horfes and 
ten valets. 

The hxft night we lodged at Vafpinge, a fmall 
town, through which ieveral ftreamlets ran with 
a ferpentizing courfe. It is adorned with many 
gardens and plantations of poplar and linden 
trees, which are cultivated for the ufe of building. 
The fucceeding day we proceeded through fer- 
tile plains, interfperfed with villages. Our road 
then winded among the mountains, and again 
opened into plains, and after eroding feveral ri- 
vers, we arrived on the 5th of June at the city of 
Zengau, lying in a narrow valley between two 
mountains, about a mile and a half afunder. 

The furroundihg country is fertile and plea- 
fant, and the city itielf is adorned by many 
gardens ; but is more remarkable for the extent 
of its ruins than for its prefent fplendor. It is 
faid to have been founded feveral centuries be- 
fore the Chriftian eta, and once to have contain- 
ed twenty thou fend houfes. Tamerlane laid it 
in complete defolation ; but afterwards learning 
^that the fclences had once flourished there, and 
that it was the J>irth-place of many illuftrious 
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hames* he caufed it to be in part rebuilt. Sided 
his time it has beeri frequently facked and plun* 
dered by the Turks. 

Next day, we parted through the mod delight> 
ful country I ever beheld. It was champaign 
and fertile, and watered by a conliderable num* 
ber of brooks. The villages were numerous be- 
yond our computation, all fufrbunded by gardens 
and groves, through which were avenues that af- 
forded the mod brilliant landscapes. Having 
advanced five leagues through thofe pleafing 
fcenes, we alighted at a large caravanfary* withia 
cannon iliot of Sultanja. 

This city, which Hands, as is ufual Iti this 
country, at the foot of a mountain, makes d hand-* 
fome appearance at a diftance ; but on approach- 
ing, its beauties feem to vartilh. There are> 
however, fome fuperb public edifices, and about 
three thoufand houfes. The inhabitants fay this 
city formerly extended half a league farther to 
the weft, and that the ruined houfes, Churches, 
and mofquesj which now lie at fome diftance, 
were once in its centre. Nor is this unlikely ; 
for the Perlian hiftorians tell us, that this waa 
once the capital of the empire. 

We purfued ouf route* next day, over a conti* 
ftuation df beautiful plains, and on the 8th arriv* 
ed at Ebber, a tdwn of conliderable extent, inter- 
mixed with gardens and watered by a fmall 
ftrcam that futis through its Centre. The fixa- 
tion is moft delightful, the air is pure, and th$ 
foil rich and fertile. 

Leaving Caibin on the right, we advanced to- 
wards Jfpaban. For fome days we had fet out 
about an hour or two before fun-fet, and travelled 
till morning, to fecure ourfelves from the heat of 

\oi. XL S t f 
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the fan. This is the ufual mode of travelling in 
the eaft, both for the fake of expedition and plea- 
fantnefs. 

The fervants, from time to time, proceed on 
foot, and the matter* are frequently glad to imi- 
tate their example, to keep therafelves warm, and 
to ward off lleep. On their arrival at the end of 
a ftage, they go to bed, and compenfate for the 
repofe they loft in the night. 

Two hours before day, on the 13th f we arrived 
at Sava, a city fituated in a fandy fteril plain, and 
took up our lodgings, in the fuburbs, near the 
highway. This cjty is about two miles in com- 
pafs, and is furrounded by a wall. It is but 
thinly peopled, and many of the houfes.are ruin- 
ous for want of inhabitants. However, the re- 
mains of feveral grand edifices fpeak it to have 
been once a place of importance. 

The hiftories of Perfia agree, that the plain of 
Sava was formerly a fait morafs, like that called 
the Sea of Salt, which lies twenty leagues to the 
weft of that city, and is crofted by a caufeway 
^vhich leads from Ifpahan into Hyrcania. 

Oppofite Sava, to the weft, ft a tomb rendered 
famous by the refort of pilgrims, who venerate it 
as the fepulchre of Samuel the Prophet. Over 
the tomb is a fine maufoleum, in the middle of a 
magnificent mofque. 

4 At the diftance of nine leagues are fome re- 
mains of the ancient city of Key, once the largeft 
of all Afia. The native geographers fay, that in 
the ninth century it was divided into ninety-fix 
wards, each of which contained forty-fix ftreets, 
four hundred houfes, and ten mofques ; that the 
city had four thoufand fix hundred colleges, fix- 
teen thoufand fix hundred baths, fifteen thoufand 

x&inexett 
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minerets belonging to the mofques, twelve thou- 
sand mills, one thoufand feven hundred canals, 
and thirteen thoufand caravanfaries. 

The .Arabian authors reprefent it as the moft 
populous city in all Alia, and that, excepting Ba- 
bylon, it was .never exceeded in extent, grandeur, 
number of inhabitants, or opulence. Hence it 
obtained the pompous appellations of The Spoufe 
of the World; The Gate of the Gates of the 
Earth ; and The Market of the Univerfe. It 
flood in 35 deg. 35 min. north latitude. 

On the 13th, we reached Kam, a large city 
with a river. It contains feveral handfotne ca-* 
ravanfaries and fine mofques, the moft fuperb of 
which is that in which the Princefs Fatima, Ma- 
homet's daughter, and the two laft kings of Perfia 
are interred. The ftru&ure of this mofque it 
beautiful, and its ornaments extremely fumptu- 
ous. The approach is through four large and 
ftately courts, the firft of which is a fine garden ; 
and the laft is paved with tranfparent marble, 
and furrounded with neat lodgings for the priefts. 
The door to each maufoleum is plated with filver, 
and the rails inclofing the tombs are of the fame 
metal. It is impoflible to conceive any thing 
more rich or fplendid than thefe maufolea. To 
that of Fatima the Perfians give the name of 
Maffuma, or Pure, and hold it in extraordinary 
veneration. 

We left Kam on the l6th, and in three day* 
arrived at Cafan, a large town, whofe houfes are 
conftructed of earth and brick. It has feveral 
caravanfaries, one of which, built by Shah Abas, 
is efteeraed the fined in all Perfia. The entrance 
is under a high and magnificent portico, which, 
gs well as the reft of the building, is adorned 
S 2 with 
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with raofaic work. In the middle of the court, 
whofe four fides compofe the building, is a refer* 
voir of water. 

Proceeding on our journey, on the 24th we 
reacted Jfpahan, the metropolis of Perfia, and 
pne of the largeft cities, in the world ; for, in- 
cluding its fuburbs, it is not lefs than twenty- 
four miles in circumference. The population 
lias been computed at one million one hundred 
thoufand ; but according to the moft moderate 
eftimate, it does not fall fhort of fix hundred 
thoufand ; and the number of the private houfes 
is fa id to amount to near thirty thoufand t The 
» palaces, the mofques, public baths, bazars, and 
caravanfaries, are worthy the capital of fuch a 
fine country, 

This city appears as populous as London*. It 
is built on the banks of the Zenderpud, over 
Which are three ftately bridges, one near the cen« 
tre of the city, and one at each extremity. The 
walls of Ifpahan are about twenty thoufand paces 
round 5 they are built of earth, and fo hid by 
houfes and gardens, both within and without 
fide, that in many places they cannot be feen. 
The city is alfo defended by a cattle and a ditch. 

The principal beauty of Ifpahan con (ids in its 
public Arufturesjits canajs, andfome of its ftreets, 
which are lined with rows of lofty plane-trees j 
tut the Greets, in general, are neither ftraight nor 
commodious. They are deftitute of paving 5 but 
us the a}r is 4ry* and the people fprinkle water 

* Perfia, fmce the period of Sir John Cbardin's trayels, has 
undergone fo great revolutions and diftra&ions, that his descrip- 
tion of many places no longer applies to them 5 but thu,* it will 
fee in all conjatriea \$ a. long feries of years. Eyery ^hing is 
franjjtfttj 

fcefaja 
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before their houfes, morning and evening, I 
are lefs dufty and lefs dirty than might be 
pe&ed. Still, however, they have feveral inc 
veniences, which not only leflTen the comfor 
the inhabitants, but increafe their danger. S< 
of them are built on arches, which freque 
are falling in j many have open wells on their fi 
which expofe carelefs pattengers to much i 
and the filth collected by the fides of the ho 
is apt to communicate an unpleafaht and nox 
fmell. Yet this is not fo offenfive as appearai 
at firft might lead one to conceive, from the 
quency with which the ordure is removed, 
every fide, at a diftance, the city appears 111 
wood intermixed with large and lofty domes 
minerets. 

Having diipofed of the greateft part of 
jewels, pn the 2d of February l674» I left II 
han and proceeded to Mayar, a village of tJ 
hundred houfes, fituated between two mounts 
and extending from the one to the other, 
furrounding country is dry and fteril, without 
lead verdure, which arifes from a fcarcity of w; 

Leaving this place, we travelled through 
leys for three leagues together, bounded by m< 
tains \ and then turning to the right, we ent 
a beautiful plain of vaft extent, which I hac 
pleafure of eroding feveral times at different 
fons of the year, and found that, from the m 
of March to the middle of November, it is c 
ed with flowers, fruits, and grain, and co' 
with flocks* 

We next halted at Cornicha, a town \ 

three miles round, but not very populous, ai 

filled with gardens. The fineft buildings 

are the dove-cots, which are ere&ed in the 

S3 
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of lofty roand towers. This place is conjectured 
to be the Orebatis of Ptolemy. 

The two following days we advanced through 
9 flne country, interfperted with rivulets and vil- 
lages, and foon after took up our lodgings at 
Jefdegacs, a town fituated on the fide of a mount 
tain, with a large valley in front. From this 
valley the houfes rife one above another in regu- 
lar gradation, and prefent a fine profpeft at a 
pittance. On the top of a round eminence, in the 
jnidfi: of the valley, is an earthen cattle, and op* 
pofite to it a large caravanfary. 

Next day, 1 was twelve hours on horfeback in. 
getting on eight leagues, on account of the fnow 
jmd the rnggednefs of a mountain, over which 
vre were obliged to pafs. We afterwards jour- 
pied over feveral pleafant plains, and on the 13th 
reached the ruins of the ancient Perfepolis*. 

Thefe maeniftcent ruins appear at a qiftance as a 
Jcind of amphitheatre, the mountains converging 
found them in forrn of a crefcent. They lie in a 
fine plain, two league? in breadth and near forty 
|n length. The ufual appellation of this plain is 
MardasjQ, and the inhabitants fay, that it coo- 
tains eight hundred and eighty villages^ and that 
pne thousand five hundred lie within the circum- 
ference of twelve leagues from the ruins t 

In the winter feafqn, the greateft part of this 
plain is floated with water, which is a very ad* 
Yantagepus circumftance for the rice, which it 
produces, The foil is. chiefly converted into 

• The remains of this once celebrated city Welfare now to 
t>« feen. What ruins are viftble, belong, according to Sir 
John. Chardin, either to an ancient temple, or, according to M. 
pofne!lu» 1| Bruyn, $o the famous palace of Paring wantonly 
h\m by Alexander the Qrcat,, 

VaWt 
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arable, and being watered by a number of firearm, 
is profufely fertile. 

The ancient palace of the kings of Perfia, call- 
ed by the natives Chel-menar, which fignifies the 
forty pillars, is fituated on the weft, at the foot 
of the, mountain Kuligrag-et, or Companion, 
which is entirely compofed of freeftone. That 
fuperb edifice has the walls of three of its fides 
flill ftanding. The front extends fix hundred 
paces from north to lbuth, and three hundred 
and ninety from eaft to weft, as far as the moun- 
tain, where an afcent is formed between fome 
Scattered rocks. Beyond this is the appearance 
of buildings formerly exifting. 

The top of this edifice prefents to the view a 
platform of four hundred paces, extending from 
the centre of the front wall to the mountain 3 
and along three fides of this wall is carried on a 
pavement of two ftones joined together, eight 
feet broad. In fome places the wall is twenty- 
four feet high, in others lefs, from the finking of 
the foundation, or the rifing of the earth. 

On examining the previous remains, we muft 
proceed as in viewing thofe celebrated beauties, 
whom age or ficknefs has robbed of their charms; 
that is, from the traces of beauty we fee, to pic- 
ture whatf^hpy muft once have been. The ftones 
which compofe the wall are black, harder than 
marble, fome of them finely polifhed, and many 
of fuch mafly fize, that it is difficult to conceive 
bpw they could have been removed from the 
quarries. 

The principal ftaircafe is placed between the 
middle of the front and the north extremity of 
the edifice. It confifts of two flights of fteps, 
that wiod off frQm each other, to the diftaoce of 

for 
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forty-two feet at the bottom. Tbefe Heps are only- 
four inches high, and fourteen in breadth. They 
.are the moft commodious, fays M. le Bruyn, I 
ever faw, excepting thofe of the viceroy's palace 
at Naples. There are fifty-five of thofe fteps on 
the northern fide, and fifty- three to the loath j 
but the laft are lefs entire than the others. It is 
probable, alfo, that feveral are concealed under 
ground ; as the wall rifes forty-four feet eleven 
inches in front. 

At the bottom of thefe two flights of fteps is a 
fingle one, extending fifty-one feet four inches 
from one to the other, from thence the two 
flights diverge, and return back from the centre 

.at an equal difiance from the extreme parts of 
the top. Above thefe flights is a pavement of 
large ftones, and another fingle flight of. fteps, 

.feventy-five feet in width, correfponding with 
that at the bottom, and leading up the grand en- 
trance of the edifice. This ftaircafc has a noble 
and fi ngular effe6fc, anfwerable to the magnificent 
remains of the reft of the edifice. 

On afcending the upper fteps, the fpe&ator 

,fees before him, at the diftance of forty-two feet 
from the front wall of the ftaircafe, two grand 
portals- and as many columns. Thefe portals are 
twenty- two feet four inches in depth, and thir* 
teen feet four inches in, breadth. On the in fide, 
upon a kind of pi 1 after, on each hand, is a large 
figure in baifo relievo, bearing fome refemblance 

♦to the fphynx, fourteen feet and a half high, and 
twenty-two feet from the fore to. the hinder legs, 

■The faces of thofe fculptures are broken off, and 
the bodies are miich damaged 5 but what is e*-» 
traordinary, the breaft and fore feet project from 
thepilafter. f . 

U 
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It is, indeed, impoffible to difcover what fi- 
gures, fo mutilated, were intended to reprefent j 
and different vifiters have alligned them different! 
origins. The bodies, however, according to M. 
le Bruyn's drawings, have fome refemblance to 
that of a horfe. 

On the upper part of thofe pil afters are cha-. 
rafters, which, from their minutenefs and eleva- 
tion, it is impoffible to diftinguifh. The height 
of the firft portal is thirty-nine feet, and that of 
the fecond twenty-eight. The pilafters ftand on 
a bafe five feet two inches high. 

The two columns which appear between the 
portals are the raoft entire, particularly in refpeft 
to their capitals and the other ornaments of their 
upper parts; but the bales are wholly covered 
with earth. They are fourteep feet in circum- 
ference, and rife to the height of fifty-four feet. 
Between thefe and the laft portal were formerly 
two others, feveral fragments of which lie half 
buried in the ground. 

At the diftance of fifty-two feet fouth of this 
portal is a large bafon for water, cut out of a 
Single done, twenty feet long, and feventeen feet 
five inches broad, and raifed three feet and a half 
from the level of the floor. From this bafon to 
the northern wall is an extent of ground, com- 
prifing one hundred and fifty paces, on which 
nothing is to be traced but the fragments of large 
fronts, and part of the {haft of a column, twenty 
feet in circumference. Beyond this track of 
ground, to the confines of the mountain, are 
only heaps of ft ones. 

Proceeding fouthward from the portals already 
defcribed, we fee two other flights of fteps re- 
fembliqg the former, the one to the eaft and & 

ft 
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other to the weft. On the upper part, the wall 
is cmbellifhed with foliage and the reprefentation 
of a lion tearing a bull, in alto relievo, of colof- 
ial fize. There are alfo fmall figures in the mid- 
file of the wall. This ftaircafe is half buried in 
the earth. 

. / From hence extends a «wall forty-five feet long, 
beyond the lower part of the ftaircafe, then follows 
an interval of fixty-feven feet, extending to the 
weftern .front, which correfponds with the other, 
and has three ranges of figures over each other, 
with a lion tearing an afs, which has a horn pro* 
jeering from its forehead. Between thofe ani- 
mals and rows of delineatiops, is a fquare filled 
with ancient characters, part of which are defaced. 

The figures are leaft damaged in that part of 
the ftrufture where the ground is loweftj but 
the wall, which extends from the ftaircafe to the 
weftern front, is quite deftitute of figures. On 
the other fide of the ftairs, are £hree ranges of 
fmall figures; but thofe in the upper row are 
only vifible from about the middle. Thefe fi- 
gures are only two feet nine inches high, and the 
wall, which rifes five feet three inches, has an 
extent of ninety-eight feet. 

On the top of the fteps laft mentioned is an 
entrance into an open place, paved with large 
ftones, whofe breadth is equal to the di fiance 
from the ftaircafe to the fir ft columns, which 
comprehends the fpace of twenty-two feet and 
upwards, Thefe columns are difpofed into two 
ranges, each confiding of fHx-, but none are quite 
entire. There are alfo eight bafes or pedeftals, 
and the ruins of fome others. 

At the the diftance of feventy feet eight inches 
were formerly fi^, rows of pillars, each confifting 

cf 
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of fix, which were all equidiftant from each 
other* 

At a fimilar diftance from thofe rows of co- 
lumns on the weft, towards the front of the ftair- 
cafe, were once twelve other columns in two 
ranges; but only five of them are now remaining. 
The ground on that fpot is covered with frag* 
ments of columns, and the ornaments of their 
capitals -, between which are pieces of fculpture 
reprefenting camels on their knees. 

Advancing towards the eaft, we have a view of 
various ruins, confiding of portals, galleries, and 
windows. The infides of the portals are adorned 
with figures in bafs relief. Thefe ruins extend 
ninety paces from eaft to weft, and one hundred 
and twenty-five from north to fouth. In the 
mid ft of them may be feen feventy-fix broken 
columns, nineteen of which fiill fupport their en- 
tablature. Their ihafts are compofed of four 
pieces, befides the bafe and the capital. 

At the diftance of one hundred and eighteen 
feet from thefe columns to the fouthward, is ari 
edifice that rifes higher than any other part of 
the pile, from its fituation on a hill. The front 
wall, which is five feet feven inches high on that 
fide, is compofed of a fingle range of ftones, fome 
of which are eight feet deep, and the length of 
the wall is one hundred and thirteen feet from 
eaft to weft, without any figures or other orna- 
ments. However, in the centre of the front are 
the ruins of a double ftaircafe, the fides of which 
are charged with feveral figures. 

The reft of the building appears to have been 
compofed of large and fmall portals, which arc 
wholly deftroyed. Among the reft two portals 
appear on the north,. with three niches, or wi- 
de 
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dows walled up. Under thofe portals arc tW 
figures of a man and two women, down to die 
knees, their legs being concealed in the earth. 
Undef one of the gates is the figure of a man 
holding a lion by the inane. 

To the ibuth is a portal grid fbiir open win- 
dows, each of which is five feet nine inches wide, 
and eleven high, including the cdrnice. The 
two fides of this gate are carved with the figure 
of a man, crowned with fome thing refembling a 
tiara. He is accompanied by two wofhen, one 
of whom holds an umbrella over bis head. On 
the infide are three niches; covered with ancient 
Perfic characters. It is impoflible to decypher 
them all ; but one, which is comparatively mo- 
dern, fignifies, " Strength is the gift of God alone." 

To the* well are two other uncovered gates; and 
within one of them is the figure of a man fight- 
ing with a bull. With his left hand he grafps 
the horn, while with his right he plunges a dag- 
ger into the belly. On the other fide is a reprefen* 
tation of another man, clafping the ball's horn 
with his right hand and {tabbing him with the 
left. The fecond portal i# ornamented with the 
figure of a man, carved in the fame manner, with 
a winged deer, furaifhed with a horn in the mid- 
dle of his forehead. Horns were anciently the 
fymbols of firength and majefty: they Were, 
therefore, given to the fun and moon ; and Alex- 
ander was called, by the orientals, Dhulkarnarn, 
or the horned, becaufe he made himfelf king of 
the eaft and the weft, the courfe of the fun. 

Behind this edifice are the ruins of another, 
which exceed it in length by thirty-eight feet. 
It has alfo niches and windows, the 4 former of 
which are cat out of tingle ftones. 

Farther 
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Farther to the ibuth are fubterraneotifl pafTages, 
into which none of the natives of the country 
dare to enter, though they report that immenfe 
trea fares are concealed in them. They are inti- 
midated from this by a belief that the candles, 
fhould they attempt to trace them, would imme- 
diately go out, in token that they were not to 
proceed. 

This opinion, however, had no influence either 
on Sir John Chardin or M. le Bruyn, who both 
examined them with the utmoft care, and pro- 
ceeded with lights, through the paflages, till they 
terminated in fuch a narrow track, that they 
could not advance *ny farther, and concluded, 
that the original defign mull have been an aque- 
dua. 

Still farther to the fouth are the remains of 
another edifice, which extends one hundred and 
jfixty feet from north to fouth, and one hundred 
and ninety-one from call to weft. Ten portals 
belonging to it are (till to be feen, together with 
feven windows and forty partitions, that were 
formerly covered rooms. In the middle are the 
bafes of thirty-fix columns in fix ranges, and the 
ground is itrewed with large flones, under which 
are aqueducts. 

Anciently flood another ftru&ure to the weft- 
ward of the laft-mentioned fabric. On the ruins 
of the wall, which flill rifes near two feet above 
the pavement, are cut the figures of men in baflo 
relievo, each bearing a lance. The ground in- 
clofed by this wall contains a number of round 
Hones, once the bafes of columns. 

On the eaft fide of thofe ruins are the veftiges 
of a beautiful flaircafe, iixty feet in length, re- 
lembling that of the front wail; but though moft 
Voj-.XI. T 
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of the fteps are denVoyed, the wall that feparates 
the two flights is ftill eight feet high, and if 
charged with figures, almoft the uze of life. The 
front contains the reprefentation of a lion en- 
countering a hull : there are alfo lions of the 
. fame workraanihip on the wings of the Hair-cafe, 
and both of them accompanied with characters 
and figures. 

Columns were formerly difpofed between this 
edifice and that laft mentioned. Among thefe 
ruins are four portals, each ornamented with the 
figure of a man, and two women {hading him 
with an umbrella. 

A little to the north of thefe two la ft- named 
edifices, are two portals with their pilafters; on 
one of which. is alfo the figure of a man and two 
women, one of whom holds an umbrella over his 
head. Round thefe women is a fmall figure with 
wings, which are expanded as far as the fides of 
the portico. The lower part of the buft of this figure 
feems to terminate on the two fides, with a fpread 
of foliage, and a kind of frieze. Over the fe- 
cond figure, a man is reprefented fitting in a 
chair, with a ftarf in his hand, and another {lands 
behind him, refting his right hand on the chair. 

Under this portal, alfo, are three -ranges of fi- 
gures, all which have their hands lifted up ; and 
over the third pilafter, which Hill remains, two 
women hold an umbrella over a man*s head. The 
earth around is covered with fragments of co- 
lumns, and other antiquities. 

From hence we proceeded to the remoteft ruins 
of the ftru&ures on the mountain. On the fouth 
fide are two portals, under each of which is a man 
feated in a chair, with a ftafF in fails right hand; 
and a kind of vafe in his left. Behind him is ano- 
l ther 
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ther figure, which holds fomething on hi&head like 
the tail of a fea-horfe, and has a linen cloth in his 
right band. Behind are three rows of figures 
■with lifted hands; four in the firft, and five in 
each of the. other two rows. Thefe are three 
feet four inches high} but the feated figure is 
larger than the life. Above this are feveral or- 
namental ranges of foliage, the loweft of which is 
intermixed with fmall lions, and the higheft with 
oxen. Over thofe ornaments is a little winged 
figure, which holds in its left hand fomething 
refembling a glafs, and makes a fignal with its 
right. 

The portals are twelve feet five inches in 
breadth, and ten feet four inches in depth j and 
the higheft of the pilafters is, from twenty-eight 
to thirty feet. On the two towards the north, a 
man is feated, with a perfon behind him, as in 
the preceding figures j and behind this are the 
reprefentations of two other men, holding fome* 
^hing in their hands, which appears broken. Be- 
fore the man,- in a fitting pofture, are two other 
figures, one with his hands on his lips, in the a& 
of falutation, and the other holding a fmall vef- 
fel. 

Abcve thefe figures is a done, covered with 
ornaments, and below are five ranges of figures, 
three feet high, reprefenting a band of foldiers, 
differently armed. From the foot of thefe moun- 
tains is a full view of all the external ruins. 

No other difference is obferved in the columns, 
except that fome of them have capitals, and others 
are plain. The elevation of fuch as are perfect, 
U from feventy to feventy-two feet, and they are 
generally about eighteen feet in circumference. 
The bales are round, and twenty-four feet five 
T % fotf 
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inches in compafs. Thefc are four feet three 
inches high, and the lower moulding is one fool 
five inches thick. They have three fpecies of or- 
naments, which may be denominated capitals. 

There are many baflb relievos, befides what 
have been fpecified, reprefenting triumphs, pro- 
ceffions, &c. Sec. The drapery of all the human 
figures in this edi6ce is extremely lingular, and 
bears no affinity to that of the ancient Greeks or 
Romans. The military habits are after the mode 
of the Medes and Pernans. No raufcles areviii- 
ble in the naked parts, and the figures themfelves- 
have a heavy air. In fa&, the rules of art have 
been no farther obferved than in the contours, 
and this Tenders them ftiff and inelegant. The 
fame may be faid of the drapery, which gives an 
infipid uniformity to the whole. 

However, the proportions are nicely obferved, 
which proves, that the artifts were not deftitute 
of capacity, but were probably hurried in the 
execution. The generality of the ftones are po- 
liihed like a mirror, particularly thofe within the 
portals, and thofe which compofe the windows 
and pavements. Thefe are of different colours, 
yellow, white, grey, red, deep blue, and, in fome 
places, black ; but the greateft part of the pile is 
compofed of a clear blue ftone. 

Every thing is correfpondent to the grandeur 
and magnificence to be expected in the palace of 
a great king, and the images and relievos diffufea 
furprifing air of majefty over the whole. It 
is certain, there murt have been very ftately por- 
tals and grand galleries, to afford a communica- 
tion between the detached parts of this ftru&ure. 
Moft of the columns, whofe remains are fo beau- 
" ; ful, were evidently intended to fupport thofe 

galleries, 
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galleries, and there even feems to be (till fome 
' remains of the royal apartments. In fine, the 
magnificence of thefe ruins challenge deferved 
admiration ; and the expence of erc&ing fuch a 
pile mud have been immenfe. 

This palace, the glory of the eaft, and the "resi- 
dence of the ancient kings of Perfia, owed its 
deftruction to the debauchery and frenzy of Alex- 
ander the Great, who, after preferving it from 
the deviations of war, reduced it to a(hes, at 
the folicitation of Thais, the courtezan. What 
havock and deftru&ion have arifen from women 
in every age of the world ! 

Two ancient tombs of the kings are ftill to be 
feen near the mountain, one to the north, and the 
other to the fouth ; both of them hewn out of 
the folid rock, and are noble veftigcs of art. Their 
fronts are covered with figures and other orna- 
ments, and the form of both is nearly fimilar. 

That part of the tomb, on which the figures 
are carved, is forty feet wide; the height is al- 
moft equal to the breadth below, and the rock 
extends on each fide to tfce diftance of fix ty paces. 
Pelow, a range of four columns fupports the en- 
tablature on their capitals -, each of which iscon*- 
pofed of the heads of two oxen, as low as the 
breaft, with the fore legs bent on the top of each 
column. 

The gate, which is furrounded with ornaments, 
is placed between two of thefe columns in the 
centre, but is almoft doled up. Above the co- 
lumns is the cornice, and the entablature is 
adorned with eighteen fmall lions, in bafs relief, 
nine on each fide, advancing towards the centre, 
where a fmall vafe appears. Above the lions are 
two range* of figure almoft -as large as |!r - 
T3 &r 
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armed, and lifting ap their hands, as if in the aft 
of fupporting the fuperftru&ure ; and on the fide 
is an ornament fomewhat in the form of a pillar, 
with the head of a tingle horned animal.' Above 
this is another cornice, ornamented with leaves. 

Where the wall projects on the left, are three 
rows of niches, one above the other ? each con- 
taining two figures armed with lances, and three 
others on the fide, in a correfponding attitude. 
There are like wife two on the right fide, with 
their left hands placed on their beards, and the 
right on their body j and on the fide of thefe are 
three others armed as before. 

At fome diftance below, and between thefe fi- 
gures and an ornament which has fome refem- 
blance to a round pillar, there is another figure 
on each fide, much impaired. Higher up, on 
three fteps, Hands a figure with a majeftic air, 
, pointing with his right hand, and holding a bow 
in his left. Before him is an altar, on which an 
offering is made, from whence the flames are re- 
prefented afcending. Above this altar appears 
the moon ; and, we are told, that a fun was once 
to be feen behind this figure, but nothing of it 
now remains. In the centre, dill higher up, is a 
fmall myftic figure, which alfo prefents itfelf in 
feveral parts of the other buldings. 

Two leagues from thefe ruins is a place called 
Naxi Ruftan 5 but to reach it, the traveller is 
obliged to take a confiderable circuit, on account 
of a river, and various canals, which inter fed 
the plain. In this place are four tombs of dif- 
tin^uifhed perfonages among the ancient Perfians, 
which bear a ftrong refemblance to that already 
defcribed, only they are cut much higher in the 
k, Tfeii place receives its name from Ruftan, 

a potent 
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i potent prince, whofe figure is Here carved to 
perpetuate his memory *. 'The tombs have their 
bafes eighteen feet above the furface of the caufe- 
way, and rife four times that height, while th« 
fuperincumbent rock is twice as high as the 
tombs, which are fixty feet wide in the centre. 
Under each tomb is a feparate table, filled with 
large figures in bafs relief; and on two of thefc 
tables are fome traces of men fighting on horfe- 
back ; which have been faid to reprefent Alex- 
ander and Darius $ but this is not probable. 

We flayed five days in examining the ruins of 
Perfepolis, and on the 19th of February fet out 
for Schiras, which we reached next morning. 
This is the capital of the province of Fars, and 
one of the largeft and moft diftinguiihed cities in 
Perfia. It is feated between the mountains, in 
a plain, about feven leagues in length and four ia 
breadth, which is as fertile and beautiful as ima* 
gination can conceive. 

The great ftreets are bordered with trees, 
which are their principal ornaments, for there. 
are few magnificent public edifices. Moft of the 
houfes are in ruins, and the ftreets are fo narrow 
and dirty, as to be almoft impaflable in rainy wea~ 
ther. This confinement and the want of cleanli- 
nefs render them ofFenfive ; and from the fame 
caufe, the air is vitiated. The jackals, from the 
mountains, not only infeft the burial grounds, 
but often commit their depredations in the city, 

* This tomb, which is faid to belong to Naxl Ruftan, evU 
dent ly appears to be that built by Darius Hyftafpes, from it* 
exaftly correfnonding with the defcription given of It by Cte« 
fias, in his Hiltory of Perfia after Hffrodotusj and with that of 
Diodoius fcicuiui. 
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and in' the night-time make difmal howlings, re* 
fembling a humap voice. 

The public gardens at Schiras are eminently 
beautiful : the trees arrive at a mod luxuriant 
fize, and feem to grow naturally; while the 
ground is enamelled with flowers of the raoft 
vivid colours. In the king's garden, to the fouth 
of Schiras, I obferved a tree whofe trunk was 
eight yards in circumference. From the great 
age of this tree, it is treated with peculiar venera^ 
tion by the inhabitants : they pray under it* 
lhade, and hang chaplets, amulets, and pieces of 
their clothes on its boughs. The fiek, or their 
friends, refort here, to burn incenfe, to fix lighted 
candles to the trunk, and to perform other fuper- 
fiitious ceremonies, in the hopes of recovering 
their health. Throughout Perfia are many other 
trees thus fuperftitioufly revered by the people. 

About a quarter of a league to. the eaftward of 
Schiras, is the tomb of Sheik Sadi, one of the moft 
celebrated Perfian literati, who equally {hone in 
profe and verfe compontions. He lived about 
four hundred years ago, and his works are replete 
with the fineft morals. On one fide of his tomb 
\s a large o&agon bafon, the water of which h 
moderately warm, and contains plenty of fifli 
confecrated to the Sheik ; and the common peo* 
pie have a fuperftitious belief, that to attempt to 
{Leal them would bepunifhed with inftant death j 
but though. I have been feveral times at Schiras, 
J never left -it without haying a good plate of 
Jfodi's filh, in company with the Carmelite friars, 
tyith whom' I always took up my refidence. 
. On the fame fide of the city, near the corner of a 
TOQurUaiQji are the ruins of an ancient caftle, and at 



chakdik's travels. 213 

foroe diftance from it a convent of dervifes, near 
which are two deep holes in the ground. The 
mouth of one of them is four feet and a half 
round, and its depth is unfathomable. I was 
told that, on throwing a large ftone into it, one 
might diftin&ly repeat the Lord's prayer, before 
the noife it made by falling ceafed; and this re-* 
port I verified, by thrice making the experiment. 
A league beyond thefe ruins are to be feen the 
remains of an ancient ftru6fcure in (lone and mar- 
ble, which, notwithstanding the folidity of the 
workmanfhip, and the durablenefs of the mate- 
rials, is greatly decayed. It feems to have been 
a fmall temple, thirty-eight or forty paces in cir-* 
cumference, and is iituated on the declivity of a 
mountain, with three gates which are ftill pretty 
entire. Thefe are eleven feet high and three 
wide. On the fides of each is the figure of a 
woman in bafs relief, as large as life. 

The Perfians call this place Mador Sulemon, or 
the Mother of Solomon, and pretend that ihe 
built the temple, and came hither to pay her de- 
votions. Bizarus relates, that a tomb is to be 
found here infcribed with Hebrew characters; but 
I could not difcover it, and am convinced that the 
opinion of the natives is ill founded. 

Nothing can exceed the fertility of the Country 
in the vicinity of Schiras. The paftures are monY 
excellent, and feed a number of very fine horfes, 
cattle, and fheep. The tails of the latter weigh 
eighteen or twenty pounds. As for fruits, feme 
of them arrive at an extraordinary fize and per- 
fection. The pomegranates are as large as the 
head of a new born child $. and of grapes there 
are thre'e principal forte. One very lmall, which 
is fweet and delicious, and the feeds fa mixm** 
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and foft, <that they can fcarcely be perceived* 
The fecond is the great white grape j and the 
third the large red grape, fome of the clufters of 
which weigh a dozen pounds. Of this grape 
alone, they make that celebrated liquor, diftin- 
guifhed by the name of Schiras wine, which, for 
colour and richnefs of flavour, is efteemed not on* 
ly the beft in Perfia, but throughout all the eaft. 

Ou the 24th, I took my leave of the Carmelites 
at this place, who give a very civil reception to 
all Europeans who vifitthem, without di(tinc~tiort 
of nation or religion; and thankfully acknow- 
ledge whatever is given them in return for their 
hofpitality. 

Having reached Laer, I continued my journey 
on the 7th of March, and palling by the village 
of Chercoff arrived at Gormouth, a town which, 
including its gardens, chiefly planted with dates, 
extends a league in length j and beyond the town 
groves of thofe trees fill up the"view as far as the 
eye can reach. The inhabitants of Caramania 
Peferta retire, during the fummer, into thefe 
woods, to fhelter tbemfelves from the heat, which 
at that feafon is almoft infupportable. This I 
experienced in 1677, when I patted through this 
country about the end of Auguft, for then the 
wttuLwas fo hot, even in the night, that I was 
frequently obliged to turn my horfe afide, and 
cpver my face with my handkerchief, to avoid 
thcblafts, which could no more be endured than 
#arad. 

- I was now reduced to the neceflity of throwing 
myfelf from my horfe, and lying with my face to 
the .earth, to avoid thefe fcorching vapours j but 
found that thofe which arife from thence, were ftill 
more fuffocating than the other* Paring the day 

I was 
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I was obliged to remain naked in a caravanfary, 
from nine in the morning till four in the afternoon, 
feated or lying on a (kin of Ruffia leather, not 
only on account of the heat, but becaufe the fweat 
flowed in fuch dreams from my body, that I 
could neither read nor write, and every thing I 
took in ray hands immediately became wet. I 
bad engaged two camels at Laer, with my tifual 
baggage, the one to carry water, and the other 
provilions; for the country was fo depopulated, 
that for the fpace of twenty-five leagues I did not 
fee a tingle perfon. Every body had retired to 
the date woods, or into the mountains; and as 
the dates were then ripe, they furnimed the entire 
iubfiftence of the natives. This fruit is reckoned 
nouriihing, and wherever it is found, there is a 
certainty of meeting with water. 

It is to be obferved, that the land which pro- 
duces dates is always fandy ; and that at twelve or 
fifteen feet below the furface, water is conftantly 
found j the freiheft dag pits always furniihing 
the pureft fluid. 

Five years before, in performing this journey 
from Gormouth to Coureftoon, I had the misfor- 
tune to lofe my way, and rambled into the moun- 
tains. I thought myfelf now cut off from all 
chance of returning. Having wandered part of 
the night, I laid myfelf at the foot of a tree, and 
holding my horfe by the bridle, waited in anxious 
expectation of day. When day came, I difcovered 
8 wood of date trees at two leagues diftance, where 
being arrived, I had the fatisfaction to find, that 
I had advanced confiderably on my way, and a 
collector of the taxes, whom I met, conducted me 
to the road. 
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My fufferings were extreme. The morning 
appeared to bring fome coolnefs with the dew; 
but the heat returning with the fun, foon abforb- 
ed this ftnall "humidity, and affe&ed me fo vio- 
lently, that I coald not even perfpire; and my 
very vitals feemed to be fcorched up. My horfe 
Hopped at every .ftcp, not having ftrength to ad- 
vance 5 nor was I able to keep either my mouth 
or my eyes open, on account of the exhalations 
from the earth, which rofe to my face like gufta 
of flame pouring from the mouth of a fiery oven. 

During this feafon, the fields are entirely burnt 
up, and in the night and morning fuch vapours 
are excited by the heat of the earth, that nothing 
can be feen at a few paces diftance ; the whole 
face of nature refembling a fea, or fome great lake 
in a calm. 

On the 9th I proceeded fix. leagues, through a 
mountainous and ftony country, where are never- 
thelefs many ftreams of running water, efpecially 
in the fpring, Thefe appear very limpid j but the 
water is as fait as the fea, which arifes from its 
palling over land, which, in the warm feafon, is 
white with a faline froft. 

We halted at Tanguedelan, where are two 
caravanfaries. This place lies between two high 
mouutains, not more than a quarter of a league 
diftant from each other, One of the caravanfa- 
ries has a bafon of running water, but it is brack- 
ifh and unfit for ufe; yet it is brought hither by 
a g«eat aqucdud, cut out of the folid rock, in one 
place for three hundred paces in length. 

On the 12th I met a great lord jon the road, who 
was returning from his government at Gambroon, 
in order to take upon him the charge of a province 
in Perfia. His name was Ali Kouli Khan. He 

M 
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had a grand train : his women and their baggage 
were carried on eighty camels, forty mules, and 
twenty horfes. His own retinae and effects oc- 
cupied twice as many camels and mules. Many 
of the peafants fled from the villages that lay in 
his way, left his train fhould plunder and infult 
them. 

As I was preparing to re(ume my journey, at 
five in the morning, 1 obferved that the air was 
unufually dark, as if covered with clouds \ and 
considering that this was not the cafe, I recollect- 
ed that the obfeurity arofe from Iocufts, which I 
foon found was the fad. A& they parted, prodigi- 
ous numbers of thefe deftru&iye in feels fell to the 
ground, and many of them being large and heavy, 
they could not rile again. The peafants collected 
them as they fell, and told me that in this feafon, 
they were vifited, by umilar clouds of locufts 
almoft every night. Having gathered them, the 
natives dry and fait them, and make them their 
common food; thus converting an instrument of 
deftru&ion into a comfort of life. 

This day we proceeded five leagues, through a 
very level fandy country, into which the horfes 
frequently funk. .We pafled by a fmall village, 
abounding with dates and running water. About 
three weeks before, I had feen the people about 
Perfepolis fowing their corn, and here I found 
them reaping it. This fudden tranfition furprif- 
ed me; but! have frequently obferved the lame 
in this country; for the empire of Perfia is fo 
fi mated, and £o ex ten five, that it unites all the 
feafons at one and the fame time. 

Next day I ltarted about two in the morning, 
and reached Gambroon* or, as it is called by the 
Peruana, Bander Abaflie, or the Port of Abas. 

Vol. XL U Gamiro 



218 CHARDlN's TRAVELS. 

Gambroon is fitaated to the fouth-eaft of Schiras, 
as that town is of Ifpahan.' The diftance be- 
tween this place and the laft mentioned city, is 
computed at one hundred and eighty three 
leagues; but Jhey are very long, and the moun- 
tains, with the natural badnefs of the roads, ren- 
der the journey very tedious. 

The houfes of Gambroon are built fo near the 
fea, that in high tides they are warned by the 
waves. It lies between the Iflands of Ormus and 
Kiftnis, the one being on the left, the other on 
the right. Thence the coaft of Arabia, being 
bounded by high mountains, may be feen in a 
clear day, though at twenty leagues diftance. 

Three leagues behind Gambroon, are alfo very 
lofty mountains, covered with trees, and abound- 
ing in water. The territory, however, contiguous 
to Gambroon, is dry and barren, being chiefly 
compofed of fhifting fands. 

The town is furrounded by a wall on the land 
fide, and is protected by two fmall fortreflcs. 
The houfes are computed at one thoufand four 
hundred, or one thoufand five hundred, one third 
of which are inhabited by Indian Gentoos, and a 
few Jews 5 but the generality of the inhabitants 
are Perfians; though there are alfo many Englifh, 
French, and Dutch, belonging to their refpedive 
factories. 

The governor of the province generally refides 
here, and not at the capital, which is called Neris, 
lying ten days journey from thence. His palace 
is pretty large and commodious, and ftands at that 
extremity of the town which is mod diftant from 
the fea. All the houfes have flat roofs. 

Gambroon has no port; but the road is large, 
and as convenient and fafe as any in the univerfe. 

• However, 



CHAEDIN's TRATiLS. 219 

However, it is not without its difadvantages, as 
veflels, which lie there during the fummer, are 
liable to be greatly damaged by, worms. The 
ihips anchor in four or five fathoms water, and 
lie as fecure as if they were in a bafon. 

The water here is very brackifh, and is ufed 
only by thofe who cannot afford any better. It 
is taken out of pits dug three fathoms deep in the 
fand. The people in general drink the water of 
Mines, a village at the diftance of a league from 
the port 3 and thofe in better circumftances have 
recourfe to the waters of Iffin, a large and fine 
village, lying under the verge of the mountains. 

The air of Gambroon is extremely unwhole- 
fome. The wind, almoft throughout the year, 
changes four times every day. From midnight to 
day-break, it blows from the north, and is cold j 
from break of day till ten or eleven in the morn- 
ing, it blows from the eaft, with little variation 
of the former temperature : a fouth wind arifes 
about three o'clock, which blowing over the fea, 
is very hot; and this fhifting to the weft. at fun* 
fet, blows till midnight, and is like wife hot. 
Tbefe rapid and conftant transitions from heat to 
cold, give rife to many difeafes, which are ex- 
tremely fatal to foreigners: the moit common and 
dangerous are dysenteries, the bloody flux, and 
malignant fevers, 

Provifioas are plentiful and choice, particu- 
larly fifh. Antelopes and partridges are Some- 
times caught} but the natives live chiefly on. 
milk and plants. The fruits being brought from 
a confiderable diftance, are neither fo good nop 
cheap as other articles: the moft common to be 
met with are nectarines, quinces, citrons, oranges* 
y 3 pomp- 
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pomegranates, figs, melons, apples, pears, almonds, 
and a variety of grapes. 

On the 13th, I wasi itroduced to the governor 
by the principal perfow belonging to the French 
company. We dined with his excellency, who 
entertained us with much magnificence, after the 
Perfian manner. We had mafic and dancing, 
and were like wife amufed with the tricks of an 
Indian poftare-mafter. The entertainment la fled 
five hours. It commenced at ten, with a flight- 
breakfaft : dinner was ferved up about an hour 
after, at which the governor and fbme of his 
guefts drank to excefs. No perfon, however, was 
compelled to drink ; but fo many healths were 
propofed, that it was necefTary to exceed the 
bounds of moderation. 

Swordfmen in the eaft accuftom themfelves to 
drink wine after our manner. When the healths 
of the kings of France and Perfia, and thofe of the 
principal perfons prefent were given, they were 
accompanied with the difcharge of the cannon of 
the fort/efs, of the governor's palace, and of the 
fhips in the road. 

• I had not been long at Gambroon, before all my 
men began to feel the unfavourable effects of the 
climate. I was likewife taken very ill myfelf, 
and being apprized of the danger of remaining 
longer there, I refolved to return to Ifpahan, 
without waiting for a veflel which I expected 
from India. Accordingly I fet out, but after 
reaching Tanguedelan, 1 was feized with fuch a 
violent complaint, that my life was defpaired of* 
However, it pleafed Providence that I would re* 
cover; and having arrived at Ifpahan, I foon after 
SBturned to Europe* 

TBAVBL8 
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THE JESUITS 



LE COMPTE and DU HALDE. 



NOTWITHSTANDING the dangerous in- 
triguing fpirit of the jefuits, which at laft 
iovolved them in undiftinguifced ruin, it muft be 
confefied, that this order has produced men emi- 
nent for eyery art that can embellifh the walks of 
private life, or give dignity to political addrefs. 

Animated with an enthufiafm in whatever 
caufe they engaged; to the followers of Loyal* 
we are indebted for many literary works of great 
utility and laborious refearch, and for the know* 
ledge of countries almoft inacceflible to any other 
adventurers, Poflefling a general acquaintance 
with fcience, they were able to cloak their real 
defigus under the mod apparently innocent purr 
fiats, or even elegant amufements ; and thus ac- 
quired an influence, before their object wa* 
• known or fufpe&ed. 
. In China the Jefuits have particularly fignal* 
ized themfelves. That country, in a manner 
ihut up from Europeans, by a wife but ungracious; 
policy, they have found means to penetrate and 
defcribe; and to the order of Jefus, we owe the, 
bed part of the knowledge we poflefs in regard 
to that interfiling divifisa of the globe. 
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The luftory and defcription of this empire, by 
Le Compte and Da Halde, are works which, 
though not without errors and prejudices, deferve 
* place in our fele&ion. To reduce thole vol umes 
within moderate limits, we adopt the narrative of 
Le Compte, and only inteKperfe extracts from 
the voluminous labours of Du Halde, who was 
born at Paris in 1674, and died in 1/43. 

The French king, fays Le Compte, having re* 
folved to fend fix Jefuits to China, under the cha- 
racter of his majefty's mathematicians, I was ap- 
pointed one of the number 5 and in the beginning 
«f 1685, we fet fail in company w)th Monfieur 
Chaumont, who was going as ambaflador extra- 
ordinary to the court of Siam. We had a very 
agreeable voyage. The king of Siam, who pre- 
tended to be lkilled in aftrology, was defirous of 
aflifting at our agronomical observations, and 
admiring the exa&nefs with which we foretold 
an eclipieof the moon, endeavoured to perfuade 
us to ftay at his ceurj ; but at length confented 
that four of us fhould depart for China, provided 
one of us would return with his ambaffador, to 
deli re Lewis XIV. to fend him more mathemati- 
cians, and that in the mean while I would remain 
with him. 

The prieft, with the Siamefe ambaflador, ar- 
rived in fafety at Paris; but the four fathers, who 
fet fail for China, fuffered (hipwreck, and after 
undergoing many hardfhips, returned to Siam in 
an Englifli vefiel. 

At that time a rebellion had broke out at Siam, 
which facilitated our departure. We failed in a 
fmall Chinefe vefiel ; but though the king gave 
exprefs orders for our being treated with kind- 
nefs, it, U not eafy to conceive a more diftgree* 

ablo 
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able voyage than we were obliged to endure. We 
had no fhelter again ft the weather* and were fo 
ftraightened for want of room, that we could not 
lie at our length. We were placed near an idol, 
black with the fmoke of a lamp, continually 
burning to its honour, and daily worshipped by 
the deluded crew. The fun {hone dire&ly over ' 
our heads, and we had fcarce any water to quench 
the extreme third caufed by the exceflive heat of 
the climate. Indeed we had a daily allowance of 
three meals of rice, and the captain often alked ' 
us to eat meat with him ; but that being always 
firft offered to the idol, we looked upon it with" 
horror rather than appetite. 

In this manner we fpent above a month. We 
fometimes, indeed, by the help of an interpreter, 
attempted to convince the Chinefe of the abfurd- 
ity of that worfhip in which they had the unhap- 
pinefs to be educated. One day, in particular, 
they flocked about us, and the difpute grew fo 
warm, that we were obliged to give it up. Sea- 
men are generally untraceable; thefe took great 
offence at what we had faid of their idol, and 
foon came towards us, armed with lances and half 
pikes, with looks that feemed to threaten our de- 
ftru&ion. We were inftantly filled with appre- 
hen (ions; but at laft were delivered from this 
painful fufpenfe, by finding that they were only 
preparing for a proceffionin honour of their idol; 
perhaps to appeafe the anger they fuppofed it 
might have conceived at our infinuatibna to its 
prejudice. ♦ 

There is fcarcely a nation under the fun, more- 
fuperftitious than the Chinefe, who worfhip the 
eompafs by which they fteer, continually offering 
it meat and incenfe. Twice a day they regular^ 

Out 



threw, into the fea, little pieces of gilt paper, In 
form of money, as it were to bribe it to be favourr 
able. Sometimes tbey would present it with lit- 
tle paper boats, that, being bufied in toffing and 
ruling them, our fbip might efcape notice. But 
when that unruly element, in fpite of their cour- 
tefy> grew troublefome, from its being agitated, 
as they imagined, by the demon who governs it, 
they burnt lbme feathers, which made fuch a 
{tench, as was fufficient to drive away any $end 
that had the fenfe of fmelling. 
,. Once paging near a hill on which one of their 
temples is erected, their fupefftitioo was carried 
to the utraoft length ; .for betides the ulual cere- 
monies, confiding of meat offerings, burning of 
candles and perfumes, throwing bits of gilt paper 
into the fea, and an infinite number of other 
fooleries, all hands were employed for five or fix 
hours in making a little yeflel refembling the 
fliip> of about four feet in length, with the mads, 
tackling, fails, and flags. It had likewife its 
cempaf?, rudder, andfhallop; its arms., utenfils 
for dremng provisions, the prorations themfelves, 
with the cargo and book of accounts. $ befides 
they daubed as many fmall pieces of paper/ as we 
were men in the ftip, which were difpofed of in 
the fame place we were in. This veffel, with all 
its appurtenqnees., being placed on two ftaves, 
was, at the noife of a tabor and brazen bafon, 
raifed up in. view of the whole crew. A feaman, 
jn the habit of a banae, or priefl, was the chief 
performer in thjs farce, he playing feveral apifii* 
tricks with 4 quarterftaJF, and at intervals fltout- 
i»g aloud. At length the rayfteiipiu toy was 
committed to the waves, and gazed at as far as 
% fight could f*ach 4 ^ccomna^e^ with the ac- 
clamations. 
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clamations of the bonze, who roared with alTmV 
might. 

Soon after, an accident happened, which at firft 
gave them lefs pleafure, though in the end, it 
proved an equal diverlion to us all. The roari-* 
ners, imagined they, fa w, through their perfpec- 
tives, a <hip in a part of the fea much infefted by' 
pirates; they diftinguifhed the' mails, the fails; 
nay fome faw the very tackling, and even per* 
oeived by the manner of her failing, that (he in- 
tended to pay us a vifit. The Chinefe, who, of 
all men, love beft to deep in a whole ikin, were 
in great confirmation 5 and the fear we faw 
painted in their faces, while they prepared their 
fciraeters, pikes, and mulkets, filled us with ter- 
ror 5 for we imagined ourfelves'in danger of be- 
ing immediately llrangled, by villains who gave 
no quarter to fuch as fall into their hands, and 
which we could no otherwife efcape but by 
leaping into the fea. A remedy little better than 
the difeafe. Our perfpe&ive glafles were often 
ufed, and to pur no fmall furprife, the alarming 
object, as it came nearer, leffened, as did our ill- 
grounded fear. At length it was taken for a 
floating ifiand, then a feahorfe, and then I know 
not what ; till it lad, being full in fight, it proved 
to be a tree, which a violent wind had torn from 
the coaft. The earth and pebbles about its root 
made it fwim upright, fo that its trunk, which was 
very high,refembied a maft, fome branches fpread 
on each fide, bad been taken for a yard, and the 
lener boughs for ropes ; while the wind and fea 
beating about it, formed a track not unlike that 
made by a Chip. The dreadful enemy being now 
no more, the Chinefe exprefTed very heroically 

their 
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tfcjn vexation anddifappointment, at lofing fueh 
an opportunity of difplaying their courage. 

At- length, after a navigation of fix and thirty 
days, which the ^continual dangers and hardfhips 
to which we were expofed, had rendered very te- 
dious, we came within fight of the city of Nimpo in 
China. The fight infpired us with joy 5 but though 
we were fo near, it was not eafy for us to enter it. 
^the captain of our veffel, on oar arrival, confined 
us in the hold, where the heat, which increafed as 
we came nearer the land, and feveral other inconve- 
niences, rendered our condition almoft infupport- 
, able. We were, however, difcovered by an of5- 
cer of the cqftoms; and foon after brought before 
a mandarin, whom we found in a large hall, at- 
tended by his officers, with a multitude of people, 
whom the curiofity of feeing Europeans had at* 
traded, 

- We had no fooner entered, than we were in- 
formed that we mud kneel to the mandarin, and 
bow our heads nine times to the ground. His 
countenance was very fevere, and our dread was 
increafed at the fight of his executioners, who, 
like the Roman lienors, attended with chains mi 
great (ticks, ready to bind and puoifh whom he 
tfoought fit. Having paid our devoirs, he aiked us, 
who we were, and what was our bufinefs there. On 
which we informed him, that hearing in Europe, 
that feveral of our brethren had laboured with 
fuccefs in fpreadipg the knowledge of our holy 
religion in thoCe remote parts, the fame zeal had 
infpired us with the defire to procure them the 
knowledge of the true God, the only thing want* 
i«g to complete the grandeur of fo flourishing and 
fenowned % pajtion. Jbe mandrill exprefled hit 

defire 
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defire to ferve us; bat added, that hemuft con- 
fult with the governor, and in the meanwhile we 
muft return to our fhip. 'it- • 

Some days after, the general of the militia* id. 
and about the city, defiring to fee us, entertained 
us veryxsvilly, and on our leaving him to Wait 
upon the governor, fent an officer to deiire hiift 
to \ife* Us kindly. The governor exprefled (bene 
refpe& for us ; but acquainting us that he could, 
determine nothing-till he had firft conferred with 
the chief officers of the city, we were forced to re- 
turn again on board our hated fhip. Eight day* 
being fpent in confutations at the cuftom-houfe, 
we were fent 'for, together with our goods, which, 
cottfrfted x>f feveral bales and trunks of books 1 , 
images, and mathematical inftruments ; and hav*- 
ing opened three of them, we were told that we 
might lodge in the fuburbs, till they had heard 
from the viceroy, to whom the governor haft 
written in relation to us. ^ Of this civility we 
gladly accepted, and in our new habitation, en- 
joyed that reft and liberty, which is always grate*- 
ful after long fatigue and confinement. •- '• 

The port of Nimpo is iituated in the mod eafr- 
era part of Ohina, and has a very difficult entrance^ 
bat from thence a very*coniide*able trade is car*- 
ried on to Japan. This city is one of the firft 
clafs $ it 4* walled round, and very populous. Jt 
is remarkable for the great number of its; tri- 
umphal arches, which indeed are very common in 
the other parts of China 5 but they are here fo nu- 
merous as to be inconvenient, though they afford 
an agreeable profpe& at a diftance. They coi>- 
iift of three great arches together, built of mar- 
ble, that in the middle being much the higheit. 
The tour pillars, by which they are fupported, V 

fometisc 
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Sometimes round, but oftener fquare, formed of a 
jingle tone, generally placed on an irregular bafe. 
They have do capitals, the trunk being fattened 
into (he architrave, if that name may be given 
to fome figures cut over the pillars. The frieze, 
•which is too high, in proportion to the reft, is 
adorned with inscriptions and relievos, finely ex- 
ecuted, with knots wrought loofe, one within an- 
jether, adorned with flowers, and birds flying, as 
At .were from the.ftone. But while fome of tbefe 
Winces cannot be fufficiently' praifed, others are 
^pot worth notice. , 

-Some time after, we had intelligence that the 
.viceroy of the province was much offended at our 
being fuffered to land, and was refohred to lend 
436 back. He wrote a fhort reprimand to the go- 
vernor of Nimpo, and at the fame time fent to in- 
form the grand, tribunal of Pekin, intrufted with 
/the care of foreign affairs, that we were five Eu- 
ropeans who, for fome private ends, defigned to 
fettle there, in oppofition to the fundamental 
Jt$ws of the kingdom j fo that the court decreed 
that we fhould be baniihed ; and according to 
.cuftom, he fent an order to that effect to the era- 
Jecor for his fignature. Had this; order bees 
confirmed, we Ihould have been ruined, and pro* 
:feably the mandarins of Nimpo, for treating us (o 
^avQurably. The viceroy who had asigfbat love 
4a > our money, as he had hatred to our belief, 
iWouJ4 have feized our bales, and plundered the 
-CAptAin who brought us, and ordering him to be 
gone, to take us with him $ while he would have 
.thrown us overboard, as the authors of his ruin. 
But we had written to Father Intorcetta, an It* 
JHau mirlionary, the general of our order in thole 
jWdts, whpj on receiving our letters, wrote to a 
>;.:.: . 4* friend 
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friend at court, to inform his majefty, who watf 
then in Tartary, of oar arrival $ and, by an in- 
tentional miftake, caufed his letter to be put into 
a packet, which be knew would be delivered in- 
to the emperor's own hand. Thus the emperor 
opened and read it, and therefore when the tri- 
bunal's decree was delivered to him, he anfwered 
that he would confider of it at Pekin. On hi a 
arrival at that city, he was informed by one of 
our order that, by our fkill in the mathematics, 
we might be of ufe to his majefty; on which, by 
the advice and confent of his privy council, he 
fent for us up to court $ and it happened that the 
very perfon who had endeavoured to turn us 
£framefully out of China, was himfelf obliged to 
introduce us. 

The viceroy left our journey as far as Hamt- 
cheou to the governor's care, who provided boats 
for as ; and that we might want for nothing, he 
commanded an inferior mandarin to attend us. 
We reached that city, and afterwards on our leav- 
ing it, the viceroy, who was afraid left he fhould 
be informed againft, prefented us with ten pif- 
toles, fent chairs to carry us to an imperial barge 
he had provided for us, and ordered fometrum- 
pets and hautboys to attend us ; at the fame time 
he gave us an order from court, in purfuance of 
which, all the places through which we pened 
were, while we went by water, to furoifh boats 
well-manned, and fixty or more porters* in cafe 
the froft obliged us to go by land : befidesj each 
city was to give us the value of about half a pif- 
tole j this being the allowance to the chief man* 
dafihs, who are faid to have their charges borne 
by the emperor, though this t^Ul not amount to 
atwtenth part of the expeoce. 

Vet. XI. ^ Th 
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The b3rge provided for us was a fecond rate, 
fix teen feet in breadth, and feventy in length. 
Befides the cook-room, that of the matter and his 
family, that for the crew, and another for our 
men, there was a pretty large cabin where we 
dined, and three rooms, in which fix perfons 
might lie at their eafej all which were painted, 
gilt, and varnifhed. 

Oar manner of proceeding u£ the river was as 
follows ; as foon as the anchor was weighed, the 
trumpets and hautboys founded a march, and 
then took their leave, by firing a kind of engine, 
in which were three iron barrels, that were dis- 
charged one after another ; the mufic founding 
between each. This was repeated whenever we 
met a mandarin's barge, or came to a town, or 
when either night or a contrary-wind obliged us 
to come to an anchor. Every night ten or twelve 
inhabitants of the town, neareft to the place 
where we cad anchor, appeared in one row on the 
ihore, when the matter, coming on the deck, made 
fe fpeech on their obligations to preferve all who 
belonged to the emperor, and to watch for the 
fafety of the mandarins, who took care of the 
ilate. lie then enumerated all the accidents to 
which we were liable; as fire/tbieves, and ttonns, 
exhorting them to be vigilant ; and telling them 
they fhould be anfwerable fori all the mifcbief 
that happened. They anfwered each fenteuce 
with a fhout, and then retired, as to forma guard, 
leaving only one fentry, who continually ftruck 
two fticks againft each other, and was hourly re- 
lieved by others who made the fame noife, to let 
vs know that they did not fall afleep, which, we 
would haye gladly allowed tbem to do, on condi- 
tion 



BY LE COMTTE AND J3U 1TALDE. 231' 

tion we might have had the fame enjoymenkour- 
felves. 

On the 3d of January, we arrived at Yamtche- 
ou, when the froft forcing us to ledve the great 
canal, we had horfes provided for our men, and 
porters for our goods. As for ourielves, the cold 
and fnow,to which we wereunaccuftomed, made 
us chufe to go in litters.* We changed oui porters at 
every city or large town, and found, to our fur,- 
prife, that we could get above a hundred with as 
much eafe andfpeed as, in France, we could have 
got five or fix. The cold now hourly increafed, 
and at length became fo fharp, that we found the 
river Hoarnbo, one of the largeft in China, almoft 
frozen over. A whole day was fpent in breaking 
the ice, and we patted it with much trouble and 
difficulty. 

On our arrival at Pekin, we found the court in 
mourning for the Emprefs Dowager ; the courts 
of juftice were fhut up, and the emperor gave no 
audience : but the twenty-feven days of mourn- 
ing being expired, in which the fovereign himfelf 
is obliged, by the laws, to remain in folitude, he 
fent one of his officers to fee how we did, and to 
aik us fome questions. Some time' after we were 
fent for by the tribunal, who had pafled the fen* 
tence of banifliment upon us ; where the preiident 
gave us a fraall piece of varnifhed board, wrapped 
up in yellow tatfety; and on this board was wriu 
ten, among other things, that we might ufe our 
inft.ru men ts, and fettle in what part of the empire 
we plea fed. We had not yet had the honour to 
attend on his majefty ; for thefe formalities were 
to precede our audience : but we had fearcely thus 
got our difcharge, when two eunuchs entered, to 
inform the prefident, that he mud attend witb 
X 2 h 
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his brethren in a particular court of the palace 5 
and we were informed of the ceremonies ufed oa 
inch occasions. 

We were then carried in chain to the firft 
gate, whence we went on foot through eight 
courts of a prodigious length, built round with 
fconfes of different kinds of architecture 5 but the 
buildings of none of thefe courts were very extra? 
ordinary, except the large fquare ftru&ures over 
the arches, through which, we palled from one 
court into another. Thefe indeed made a (lately 
appearance, being built of white marble, though 
worn rough with age. Through one of thefe 
courts ran a rivulet, over which were fererai 
fmall bridges of the fame kind of marble, but of 
a whiter colour and better workroanlhip. 

The grandeur of this palace does not confift fo 
much in the nobleneis and elegance of the archi- 
tecture, as in the prodigious number of its build* 
ings, courts, and gardens, all regularly difpofed. 
What chiefly ftruck me as being moft Angular, 
was the emperor's throne, and its accompany 
ments. In the midft of one of thefe courts, is a 
fquare bale, or folid building, of an extraordinary 
extent, adorned on the top with a baluftrade, 
much in the European fafhion ; this fupports an- 
other fmalier bafe, alfo enconapafled with a baluf- 
trade, over which are placed three more of the 
iarpe kind, each leffening in bulk, as it arifes 
above the other. On the uppermeft is a large 
ball, the roof of which is covered with guilt tiles, 
and funported by the tour walls, and as many 
rows or varniihed pillars, between which is feat- 
ed the imperial throne. Thefe vaft bafes, with 
their balustrades of white marble, thus rifing 
above each other, with a palace on the top* glit- 
tering 
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tering with gold and varniih, have a very fine ap- 
pearance; especially as they are thus placed in the 
midft of a fpacious court, furrounded by four 
(lately rows of building $ and were its beauty en- 
hanced by the ornaments of the Greek and Ro- 
man architecture, and by that noble (implicity, fo 
much valued in our- buildings, it would be doubt- 
lefs as magnificent a throne as ever was raifed by 
the art of man. 

After a quarter of an hour's walk, we at length 
came to the emperor's apartment, the entrance of 
which was not very fplendid ; but the an ti cham- 
ber was adorned with marble, fculpture, and gild- 
ings, the neatnefs of the workmanfhip being 
more valuable than the richnefs of the materials. 
But the fecond mourning not being over, the pre- 
sence chamber was ftill difrobed of all its orna- 
ments, and could boa ft of none but the prefence 
of the fovereign, who fat on a fofa, raifed three 
feet from the ground, covered with a plain white 
carpet, that took up the whole breadth of the 
room. By him lay fome books, paper, and ink. 
He was clothed with a veft of black fatin, furred 
with fable, and on each hand flood a row of young 
eunuchs, plainly habited, with their legs clofe to 
each other, and their arms extended downwards 
along their fides, which is efteemed the molt re- 
fpectful pofture. , 

Being come to the outer door, we hafted, for 
fuch is the curiam, till we came to the end of the 
chamber oppofite to the emperor's. Then flood 
for a moment, all abreaft, in the pofture the eu- 
nuchs were in. Next falling on our knees, and 
joining our hands, we lifted them up to our 
beads, in fuch a manner, that our arms and el- 
bows were of the fame height. We bowed thrice 
X 3 
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to the ground, then rifiag, flood as before. The 
fame promotion was repeated a fecond and thir4 
time, when we were ordered to come forward, and 
kneel before his majefty, who treated us with the 
greateft good nature, and hairing afked us fome 
quelrions relative to the grandeur of France, the 
length of the voyage, and the manner in which 
we had been treated by the mandarins, let us 
know that he was difpofed to grant us frefh fa- 
vours, and then difmified us. He was fomewhat 
above the middle ftature, and though pretty cor- 
pulent, was left fo than a Chinefe would wim to 
be : he was full vifaged, disfigured with the fmall 
pox ; had a broad forehead, little eyes, and a finall 
nofe. In ihort, though he had not an air of ma- 
jetty, he had a look of great good-nature. 

From this apartment we went into another, 
where a mandarin treated us with tea, and pre- 
fented us, from the emperor, a fum worth about 
a hundred piftoles. This prefent might feem bat 
inconsiderable from fo great a prince $ but in 
China it is a very extraordinary one, where it is a 
maxim with the great to take as much, and give 
as little, as they can. On the other hand, he load- 
ed us with honour, and ordered one of his officers 
to wait on us to his houfe. 

Pekin, which figqifies the north court, is the 
chief city of China, and the ufual feat of the em- 
perors ; it being thus named, to diftinguifh it 
item Nankin, or the fouth court, where the em- 
peror formerly redded. The latter ftands in the 
fined and moft commodious fituation of any city 
in the empire ; but the continual incurfions of 
the Tartars obliged the emperors to fettle in one 
of the northern provinces, where he might be al- 
ways ready to oppofe them. Pekin was the place 

fixed 



BY LB COMFTl AMD 9V RALDX. 235 

fixed upon for this purpofc, it being fituated in 
the 40th deg. of north latitude, at a fraail di fiance 
from the famous Chinefe wall. Its neighbour* 
hood to the fea on the eaft, and the great canal on 
the fouth, affords it a communication with feve- 
ral fine provinces, from which it draws part of its 
fubuftence. 

The city of Pekin, which is exn&ly fquare, was 
formerly four leagues round ; but the Tartars fet- 
tling there, forced the Chinefe to live without the 
walls, where they, foon built a new town, which, 
with the old one, compofes an irregular figure. 
Thus Pekin confifts of two cities, one called the 
Tartar's, becaufe they permit none elie to inhabit 
it j and the other the Chinefe, which is as large 
and more populous than the fir ft, both together 
being fix leagues in circumference, fo that the city 
of Paris, which is ten thoufand paces round, is but 
half as big as the Tartar's town, and but a quarter 
as large as all Pekin. Indeed their houfes are gene- 
rally no more than one ftory high, while thofe of 
Paris are, one with another, tour. The ftreets of the 
former city are wider ; the emperor's palace, which 
is of a vaft exteut, is not half inhabited $ befides, 
there are in that city, magazines of rice for the fup- 
portof two hundred thoufand men>and large courts 
tilled with houfes, in which thofe, who are candi- 
dates for their doctor's degree, are examined; 
which alone would form a very coniiderable ci- 
ty. But, on the other hand, the Chinefe live fo 
clofe together, that twenty or more of them dwell 
in as little room as ten perfons at Paris. The 
multitude of people in the ltreets is quite ailo- 
niihing ; and at the fight of fuch numbers of ca- 
mels, horfes, mules, waggons, chairs, pauengers, 
and rings of one or two hundred perfons gather- 
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cd here and there, round the fortune-tellers, one 
would imagine that fome unufual lhow had drawn 
all China to Pekia. The mod populous cities in 
Europe indeed appear a wildernefs to this. Hence 
fome have imagined, that as only the men are 
here to be feen, the number of the inhabitants of 
both fexes muft amount to fix or feven millions 
of fouls*. 

This is, however, a very erroneous computa- 
tion ; and the following obfervations* will lhew 
the number of the inhabitants muft not be gueff- 
ed at from the crowds feen in the ftreets. As no 
river comes up to Pekin, the necefiary provisions 
and commodities brought therebyland,dailycaufea 
great refort to that city of peafants, camels, horfes, 
mules, waggons, &c. Almoft all the artificers 
work at the houfes of their cuftomers, and even 
the fmiths carry with them their furnace, anvil, 
and tools, and return home at night. All perfons 
• above the vulgar, never go abroad but on horft- 
back, or in chairs, with a numerous retinue ; the 
mandarins are conftantly attended by their infe- 
rior officers, following them with all their forma- 
lities, in a kind of proceflion. In fhort, the 
•princes of the blood, and the lords of the court, 
who are obliged to go almoft daily to the palace, 
are always attended with a great guard of horfe. 
Thefe cuftoms, which are peculiar to China, 
greatly increafe the throng, and make the city 
appear more populous than it really is : however, 
I think I ihall not be very wide of the truth, if I 
allow the inhabitants to amount to two millions. 

Almoft all the ftreets are built in a direct line, 

• This calculation appears to exceed all reafonable bounds, 
Immenfe as the population of China is, we conceive it has been 
8iuch exaggerated, * 

the 
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tne largeft being about one hundred and twenty 
feet broad, and a league in length; and the (bops 
where they fell fiiks and China ware, which ge- 
nerally take up the whoje ftreet, form a very 
agreeable vtfta. The Chinefe have a cuftom 
which adds to their beauty j each fhopkeeper puts 
out before his houfe, on a kind of pedeftal, a boar4 
about twenty feet high, painted, varniwed, and 
often gilt, on which are written, in large charac- 
ters, the commodities in which he deals. Theft 
kind of pilafters, tfrus ereAed on each fide the 
ftreet, and almoft at an equal diftance. from each 
other, have a very pretty effec*. This is cuftom- 
ary in almoft all the cities of China/ and in fome 
places I have feen them Co neat, that the whole 
ftreet has appeared like the decorations of a Aaae. 
However, the houfes are neither well built, nor 
of a fufficient height? and, betides, are always in* 
epmmoded with mud or duft. There is fo much 
of the latter, that the city is generally covered 
with a cloud of it, which make its way into the 
clofeft cjofets ; and notwithstanding their ftriviog 
to allay it, by continually fprinkling the ftreeti, 
it is not only offenfive, but prejudicial to the 
health. 

What is furprifing, is to fee the perfect tran- 
quillity maintained among fuch an infinite num- 
ber of Chinefe and Tartars $ for it feldom happens 
in many years, that a* houfe is broke open bv 
thieves, or any murder committed. Indeed, fuch 
ftri& order is obferved, that it is next to impofii- 
ble fuch crimes (hould be committed with impu-> 
nity. All the great ftreets, which are drawn by a 
line from one gate to another, have feveral corps 
de garde. Day and night, lbidiers with their 
fwords by their fides and whips in their hanrf" 



&38 TRAVELS Iff CHINA, 

are ready to chaftife thofe who make the leaf!: dif- 
turbance, and have power to take into cuftody 
whoever raifesany quarrel. The little ftreets that 
come into the greater, have gates made in the 
form of a lattice, which afford a view of all who 
pals along: they are guarded by the corps de 
garde placed over againft them in the great ftreets. 
The lattice-gates are (hut at night by the corps 
de garde, and are feldom opened but to perfons 
known, who carry a lantern in their hand, and 
give a good reafon for their going out. As foon 
as the firft ftroke is given by the watch on a great 
bell, a foldier or two muft go from one corps de 
garde to another 5 and as they walk along, they 
play continually on a fort of rattle. Whoever is 
found walking in the ftreets in the night, is exa- 
mined; and if his bufinefs is not of a very extra- 
ordinary nature, he is taken into cuftody. To 
this it muft be added, that the governor is oblig- 
ed to take his rounds when lead expected; and 
that the officers, who keep guard on the walls and 
on the pavilions of the gates, where the watches 
are, beat on great drums of brafs, fend fubal terns 
to examine the quarters belonging to their refpec- 
tive gates ; and that the leaft neglect is puniihed 
the next day, and the officers broke. By thefe 
falutary regulations, peace, lilence, and fafety 
reign throughout the city. 

Of all the buildings of which this city confifts, 
the moft remarkable is the imperial palace, of 
which I have already taken fome notice : but it 
is proper here to add, that it includes not only the 
emperor's houfe and gardens 5 but a little town 
inhabited by the officers of the court, and a mul- 
titude of artificers employed and kept by the em- 
**eror : for none Ijut ths eunuchs lie in the inner 

palace. 
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palace. The outer town is defended by a very 
good wall, and divided from the emperor's houie 
by one of lefs firength. However, all the houfes 
of the courtiers and artificers are low and ill con- 
trived, and even worfe than thofe in the Tartar's 
city. 

The inner palace is formed of nine vaft courts, 
built in one line. The arches, through which you' 
go from one to another, are, as already mentioned, 
of marble; and over each is a large fquare build- 
ing, of a kind of Gothic architecture, where the 
timbers of the roof, projecting beyond the wall, 
are formed by other pieces of wood into a kind of 
cornice, which, at a diftance, has very fine appear- 
ances. The fides of each court are clofed by 
lefler apartments; but when you come to the 
emperor's lodgings, the porticos fupported by 
itately pillars, the white marble fleps, by which 
you alcend to the inward halls, the gilt roofs, the 
carved work, varnifh, gilding, and painting, ap- 
pear extremely fplendid. The whole is covered 
with lhining tiles, of fuch a beautiful yellow, 
that at a diftance they appear as bright as if they 
were gilt. Another roof, as bright as the former, 
fprings from the walls, and ranges all round the 
buildings, and this is fupported by a foreft of 
beams, joifts, and fpars, all japanned with gold 
flowers on a green ground: thi&fecond roof, with 
the projection of the firft, makes a fort of crown 
to thefe flructures, which has fine effect. The 
terraces, on which the apartments are built, con- 
tribute to give them an air of grandeur. They are 
fifteen feet high, cafed witluwhite marble, and 
adorned with bal utters of pretty good workman- 
ihip, open only at the fleps placed on each fide, 
and in the middle and comers of the front > r* -^ 
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tlie afcent in the middle is only a Hope of marble, 
with neither fteps ftor landing-place. 

The hall^appointed for ceremonies, has large 
mafly veffels of brafs, placed on the platform be- 
fore it, in which perfumes are burnt during any 
ceremony ; and alfo candlefticks, in the (hape of 
birds, large enough to hold flambeaux* are placed. 
This hall is about one hundred and thirty feet 
long* and almoft fquare : the ceiling is carved, 
japanned green, tfnd charged with gilt dragons 5 
the pillars that fupport the roof are about fix or 
feven feet in circumference at the bottom, incruft- 
ed with a kind of pafte, and japanned with red; 
the pavement is partially covered with an ordi- 
nary fort of carpets, in imitation of thofe of Tur- 
key ; but the walls are destitute of all ornament, 
having neither tapeftry, looking-glafies, fconces, 
nor paintings. In the middle of this room is a 
throne, under a lofty alcove, very neat, but nei- 
ther rich nor magnificent. There ate two other 
lener halls hid by the former, one of them a 
pretty circular room, With windows all round, and 
ihining with japanned work of various colours : the 
other b of an oblong form. In the view of thefe 
buildings, the different pieces of architecture daz- 
zle the eyes of the beholder. But the imperfeft 
notion the Chinefe entertain of all works of tafte, 
is betrayed by the moft unpardonable faults. The 
ornaments are not only irregular and puerile; but 
the apartments are ill contrived, and want that 
connection which forms the beauty and conveni- 
ences of the palaces in Europe j and cannot fail 
of difgofting all who have the leaft idea of chafte 
archifeclure. 

The guards, placed at the gates and avenue* 
have no other arms but their fcimcterg, For- 

mcri/ 
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merly thewhole palace wm inhabited by eunuchs? 
whole power and infolcrice grew to foch a height/ 
that they becatae infupportable to the princes of 
the empire; but the laft Chinefe emperors, efpe- 
daily thofe defcended from Tartary, have fd hum«» 
Wed there, that the youngeft are made to ferve as 
pages, while the talk of the others is to fweep the 
rooms, rind keep them clean; arid for the leaft 
fault they are feverely punifhed by their overfeer, 

The emperor's hoofe is the only one at Pekin 
that deferves the name of a palace ? the others 
are extremely mean, and thofe of the grandees, 
like all the reft, are but one ftory high ; however, 
the great number of rooms, for themfelves and 
their fervants, make feme amends for their want 
of beauty and magnificence. The nobility of 
China are, indeed, like thofe of other nations, 
fond of making a great appearance ? but they are 
curbed by the cuftoms of the country, and the 
data ger of being noticed. While I was at Pekin, 
one of the chief mandarins bnih himfelf a honfe 
fomewhat mote lofty rind magnificent than the 
reft. For this crime he was accufed before the 
emperor, when, being afraid of the confequerjce* 
he prilled it down while the affair was* under ex- 
amination. 

The halls, in which they plead, haVe little ad- 
Tan tage above the other houfes. Indeed, they 
have fpacions conrts and lofty gates, fometimes 
embelliihed with tolerable ornaments; but the 
inward apartments and offices are neither magni- 
ficent, not* even kept neat. 

Aniongft the nioft remarkable buildings is the 
iamooA imperial obfervatory, to much celebrated 
by travellers, one of whom fpeaks of it in this 
manner : « Nothing in Europe is to be comp' 

Vol. XI. Y 
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to it, whether for the magnificence of the place, 
or the fize of thofe vaft brazen machines, which 
having been, during thefe feven hundred years, 
expofed on the platforms of thofe large towers; 
ar£ ftill as fair and entire as if they were but juft 
call. The divifions of thofe inftruments are moft 
exa&; the difpofition moft proper for their de- 
fig n ; and the whole work performed with an ini- 
mitable neatnefs." Filled with thefe high ideas, 
we v ili ted this famous place, and firft entered a 
court of a moderate extent, where we were 
ihewn the dwelling houfe of thofe who look after 
the obfervatory. Then turning to the right, we 
afcended a very narrow ftaircafe to the top of a 
fquare tower, fuch as were formerly ufed to for- 
tify our city walls : indeed, it is joined on the 
infide to that of Pekin, and raffed only ten or 
twelve feet above the bulwarks. Upon this plat- 
form the Chinefe aftronomers had placed their 
inftruments, which, though but few, took up the 
whole fpace : but Father Verbieft having judged 
them ufelefs, had prevailed on the emperor to 
have them pulled down, and to have new ones 
put up of his own contriving : they were, there- 
fore, in a hall near the tower, buried in duft and 
oblivion. We faw them only through a window, 
fecured with iron bars. They appeared to be 
very large and well caft; however, we had an 
jopportunity of examining more narrowly a celef- 
•tial globe of about three feet diameter, left in a 
bye court, when we found that it was of a form 
inclining to an oval, divided with little exa&nels, 
and the whole work very coarfe. In fhort, this 
obfervatory, which was of little worth, with re- 
fpe6t both to its ancient machines and its fitua- 
♦ion, is now enriched with feveral brazen inftru- 
* - ments, 
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tnents fet ^p by Father Verbrieft. Thefe are an 
armillary fphere, fix feet in diameter, fupported 
by tour dragons heads, whofe bodies, after feveral 
windings, are fattened to the ends of two brazen 
beams laid acrofs, that bear the whole weight of 
the fpbere. Four lions of the fame metal Hand 
under the ends of thefe beams. The circles are, 
both in their interior and exterior furface, divid- 
ed by lines into three hundred and fixty degrees 
each, and each degree into fixty mi nates, and the 
latter into portions of ten feconds each. 

An eqoinoxial fphere, fix feet in diameter, 
fupported by a dragon, who bears it on his back, 
and Hands on four brazen beams, fupported by 
four fmall lions. The defign is well executed. 

An azimuthal horizon, of the fame diameter, 
alfo fupported by dragons. 

A quadrant, whofe radius is fix feet. A dra- 
gon, folded in feveral rings, and wraped up in 
clouds, feizes on all parts the plates of the inftru- 
ment, to faften them together. 

A fextant, whofe radius is abont eight feet, 
and a fine celeftial globe of fix feet diameter ; 
both likewife decorated with dragons. 

But the Chinefe would never have been pre- 
vailed on to leave' their old inftruroents, and 
make life of thefe, which are infinitely fuperior 
to them, without the exprefs orders of their em- 
peror; for they are more fond of the moft de- 
fective pieces of antiquity, than of the moft noble 
improvements. It is faid, that they have watched 
the motion of the ftars above four thoufand years; 
but it is a (hame that, in fo long a time, they 
have made no greater improvements. However, 
they ft ill continue their obfervations, and five 
mathematicians fpend every night on the tov 
Y2 
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one gazing towards the zenith, another to the 
raft, a third to the weft, the fourth to the fouth, 
and the fifth to the north, that nothing may 
efcape their obfervation. They take notice of 
the winds, the rain, the air, and all unufual phe* 
Domena ; eclipfes, the conjuftion and opposition 
of planets, and of fires and meteors. Of thefe 
they keep a Arid account, which they bring in 
every morning to the furveyor of the mathema* 
lies, to be regiftered in his office. Thefe aftro- 
nomers are, however, very unfkilfol ; they take 
little care to improve the fcience ; and, provided 
their falary be paid, give themfelves no great 
trouble about the changes that happen in the Iky. 
In treating of Pekin, it would be doing that 
city great injustice to pafs over in fiience its no- 
ble gates and (lately walls. The former are net 
like the other public buildings in China, cmbel- 
Itfhed with ftatues or other carving; all their 
beauty confiding in their prodigious height* 
which, at a difhmce, has a fine appearance. They 
confift of two large fquare edifices, built fepa- 
rately, but bound together by two thick and lofty 
walls, forming a fquare lufficient to contain 
above five hundred men in battle array. The 
firft building, which referable! a fortrefs, faces the 
road. There is no way through it ; but you ea- 
ter in at the fide wall, where there is a gate pro- 
portionable to the reft; you then turn to the 
right, and meet with the fecond tower, which 
commands the city, and has a gate like the for* 
mer ; but the gateway is Co long that it grows 
dark in the middle. There they conftantly keep 
a guard, and a fmall magazine of ftores. Though 
thefe gates are deftitute of the embellishments of 
vchitcaure, yet, on approaching Pekin, fuch im* 

jncnfe 
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menfe buildings have an air of magnificence pre- 
ferable to our ornaments. The arches are bi ilt 
with marble, and the reft with very large brick*, 
cemented with excellent mortar. 

The walls are anfwerable to the gates, fo lofty 
that they hide the whole city, and fo thick, that 
fenteries are placed upon them on horfeback. 
Square towers are raifed at the diftance of a bow- 
ihot from each other. The ditch is dry, but very 
broad and deep, and the city is as regularly de- 
fended by a flrong garrifon, as if the people were 
under the continual apprehenfion of a liege. 

Among the mod fumptuous buildings of China, 
we ought not to omit their temples, or pagodas, 
erected to fabulous deities, by the fupertiition of 
the princes as well as of the people. Of thefe 
there are a prodigious number, the mod cele- 
brated of which are built in barren mountains, 
to which, however, the indufhy of the people has 
given the beauties and advantages denied them 
by nature. The canals, cut at a great expence, 
to condud the water from the heights into refer- 
Yoirs made for that purpofe, with gardens, groves, 
and grottos, made in the rocks for fhelter againft 
the exceffive heat of the climate, render their 
iblitudes delightful. 

Thefe temples con lift partly of porticos, paved 
. with large fquare polifhed (tones, and partly of halls 
or pavilions, that ftand in the corners of courts, 
and communicate by long galleries, adorned with ' 
ftatues of ftone, and fometimes of brafs. The roofs 
of thefe buildings ihine with beautiful tiles, ja- 
panned with green and yellow, and at the corners 
are adorned with dragons of the fame colour, 
projecting forward. Moft of thefe pagodas have 
a gre^t tower landing by itfelf, and termhiat 1 — 
V3 
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in a dome, to which they afcend by a haijdfoi 
ftaircafe, that winds around it : and fqoare tcm* 
pies commonly occupy the middle of the dome, 
which is often adornod with mofaic work, and 
the wall covered with ftone figures of animals and 
monfters in relievo. This is the form of the moft 
of the pagodas, and thefe are the habitations of 
the bonzes, or the priefts of the idol. 

The frontier towns, efpecially thofe near Tar- 
tary, are fortified with good bulwarks, towers, 
brick walls, and large deep ditches filled with 
running water : in thefe all the Hcill of the Chi- 
nefe engineers confiJbf which is no wonder, fince 
none elle were known in Europe before cannon 
were in ufe. 

Their moft fingu'.tr fortification is the great 
wall, which extends from the eafiern ocean to 
the province of Chanfi; and if all its windings 
are reckoned, is no lefs than five hundred leagues 
long. It is fortified with towers, much like thofe 
of the cities j and where the pafles might be 
more eafily forced, they have raifed two or three 
bulwarks one behind another, of an enormous 
thicknefs, which, with the forts that command 
ell the avenues, guarded by a great number of 
forces, prote& the Chinefe from all attempts on 
that fide. 

As China is divided from Tartary by a chain 
of mountains, this wall has been carried, not only 
through the valleys, but over the higheft hills : 
it is every where of a great height, but rather 
lower than the walls of their cities. It is moftly 
built with brick, and bound with ftrong mortar \ 
fo that, though it is one thoufand eight hundred 
years fince it was ereded, it was almoft entire. 
Thw work was at once one of the gxeateft, and 

the 
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4be moll ridiculqus, ever made by roan ; for, not- 
withstanding its being extremely prudent thus to 
guard all the pafles and the eaiiefl avenues, how 
ablurd was it to carry this wall io the top of 
fome precipices, which the birds can fcarcehr 
reach in their flights, and to which it is iuippm- 
ble that the Tartarian horfe ihould ever afcend ! 
yet, it is amazing, how the materials were con- 
veyed thither, which was not done without a vajt 
expence, and the lofs of more men than would 
have periihed by the greateft fury of their ene- 
mies. It is faid, that during the reigns of th« 
Chinefe emperors, this wall was guarded by a mil- 
lion of foldiers ; but as that part of Tartary now 
belongs to China, they are contented with man- 
ning well the worft fi tua ted, but befl fortified, parts. 

There are, in China, above a thoufand for- 
treffes of the firft ratej but though the reft 
fcarcely deferve the name, they are all well gar- 
xifoned -, whence fpme judgment may be formed 
of the vaft armies conftantly kept on foot. 

But what is far more aftoni thing, is the num- 
ber, the extent, and the government of their 
trading towns. Thefe- are generally divided into 
three claffes j the fir ft continuing of above a hun- 
dred and fixty, the fecond of two hundred and 
feventy, and the third of near twelve )iun4red. 
Betides* there are near three hundred walled ci- 
ties; which they confider as not worth notice* 
though mod of them are populous and commer- 
cial. The largenefs of thefe cities is not lefs 
amazing than their number. Pekin is not to foe 
compared to Nankin, or as it is now called, Kjacq- 
jun, which was formerly inclofed within three 
walls, the outermoft of which was fifteen leagues 
round ; and though this city has Iqft orach o*' : *« 
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former fplcndor, yet, including thofe who live in 
the fuburbs and on the canals, it is dill more po~. 

. pulous than Pekin. The ftreets are of a moderate 
breadth, and very weH paved ; the houfes are 
low but cleanly; and the ihops richly furniihed 
With filks and other coftly goods. Thither all the 
curiofities of the empire are brought. There the 
moft famous do&ors, and the mandarins out of 
employment, ufually fettle, on account of the 
convenience of feveral libraries filled with choice 

"books. Their printing is fairer, their artificers 
more flrilful, the language more polite, and. the 
accent fmoother than elfewhere. Befides the ri- 
ver Kiam, on which it is fituated, is the largeft, 
deepeft, and moft navigable in the whole empire. 
Nankin is famous for what they call the China 
Tower ; of which it may be proper to obferve, 
that there is, without the city, a houfe, named by 
the Chinefe, The Temple of Gratitude, built 
three hundred years ago by the Emperor Yonlo. 
It is erected on a maflive bafis of brick, and 
furrounded with a rail of unpolifhed marble. 
Around it are ten or twelve fteps, by which you 
afcend to the lowermoft hall, the floor of which 
flands one foot higher than the bafis, leaving a 
walk two feet wide -all round it. The front is 
adorned with a gallery and fome pillars. The 
roofs, which in China are generally two, one 
next the top of the wall, and a narrower over that, 
are covered with green mining tiles $ and on the 
in fide the ceiling is painted, and formed of lihlb 
pieces, differently wrought, one within the other, 
and this the Chinefe efteem very ornamental. 
Indeed, fuch a medley of beams, joifts, rafters, 
and pinions, appears furprifingly lingular, from 
Our judging that fuch a work muft be very e*- 

penfive: 
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pen five : but it only proceeds from the ignorance 
of the workmen, who are unacquainted with that 
jioble fimplicity, which renders our buildings at 
once folid and beautiful. 

The hall has no other light betides that ad- 
mitted at the doors, of which there are three 
\ery large ones, that open into the China 
Tower. This la ft ftru&ure joins to the temple, 
and is of an o&agonal figure, each fide fifteen 
feet wide. A wall, in the fame form, is built 
round it, at the diftance of two fathoms and a 
half, and being of a moderate height, iupporte 
one fide of a penthoufe which iflues from , the 
tower, forming a pretty kind of gallery. The 
tower is nine ftories high, each ftory being adorn- 
ed with a cornice three feet wide, at the bot- 
tom of tin? windows, and diftinguiihed by little 
penthoufcs like the former, but narrower, and 
like the tower, decreaiing in breadth *$ they if}* 
creafe in height. The wall, which, at the bot- 
tom, is at lean twelve feet thick, and above eigift 
feet and a half at the top, is all over incrurted 
•with coarfe China ware, which has in a great 
meafure retained its beauty, though the tower 
has been ere&ed three hundred years. The flair- 
cafe within is narrow, and the fteps high. Each 
flory has a room with a painted ceiling, and in the 
walls of the upper rooms are feveral unall niche*, 
in which are caned idols gilt. The firft floor is 
the moft lofty, and all the reft of an equal height. 
This tower, from the bottom of the bafe to the 
top of the cupola, rifes at leaft two hundred feet 
from the ground. Towers of the fame kind are 
ereded in alrnoft every city, and are forue of 
their greateft ornaments. 

Na 
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Nankin was once famous for the largenefs of 
its bells; but their weight brought the whole 
fleeple to the ground. One of thefe, which is 
Hill entire, is eleven feet in height, and that of 
its ear is two feet, and its outward circumference 
is twenty* two feet. But this is nothing, when 
compared with feven bells at Pekin,caft three hun- 
dred years ago, each of them weighing one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand pounds; thefe are eleven 
feet wide, forty round, and twelve high, betides 
the ear, which is at leaft three feet. But as much 
as their bells exceed ours in lize, ours exceed 
theirs in found ; which is, perhaps, chiefly owing 
to their clappers being of Wood. Thefe bells are 
ufed to diftinguifh the watches of the night, of 
"torhiclr they uilially reckon ^ve. They begin the 
firft with ft ri king once, which they repeat a few 
moments after; and thus continue till thefccond 
watch, when they ftrike two ftrokes ; at ther third 
watch they ffrike three, and fo on ; fo that thefe 
bells ferve as fo many repeating clocks, which 
every minute inform you of the time of night. 
For the fame purpofe they, in the fame manner, 
beat .very large drums, where bells are wanting. 

Of all the public works in China, none do the 
people fuch honour as their canals and bridges ; 
nor is any thing "more worthy of the attention of 
the curious. By means of thefe canals the whole 
trade of the empire is carried on, with the ad- 
vantage of water carriage; and in this manner 
one may go from Canton, the mod fonthern city, 
to Pekin, the moft northern, without travelling 
one day by land. This, which is called the great 
canal, is one hundred and fixty leagues in length. 
The number of thefe canals is very furprifing; they 
are often lined on each fide to the height of ten 

or 
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or twelre feet, with fine fquare Hone, and in 
fome places with a kind of marble, of the colour 
of date. The banks of fome of them are twenty 
or twenty-five feet high on each fide 5 and fome 
extend above ten leagues in a ftraight line. But 
what moil charms the eye, is the great number of 
beautiful imperial barks, loaded with the beft 
productions of .different provinces ; many of them 
eighty tons burthen, continually 'pafling and re- 
pairing. 

As, in an extent of four thoufand leagues in 
length, the earth cannot be everywhere level, 
there are feveral cataracts, where the water is 
precipitated with greater or lefs violence, accord- 
ing to the difference of the level ; but the induf- 
try of the Chinefe has found out a means of re- 
medying the inconveniences that might arife 
irom ' them with refpect to navigation. At 
each of thefe waterfalls live a number of men, 
who are employed in raifing the barks. Thefe 
having drawn cables to the right and left, to lay 
hold of the veffel in fuch a manner that it cannot 
efcape from them ; they have feveral capfierns, 
by the help of which they raife it by little and 
little, till it is lifted into the upper level. 

In fome places, where the waters of two canals 
have no communication, they have a method of 
making the boats pafs from one to the otrier, 
though the level may be above fifteen feet differ- 
ent. At the end of the canal they have built a 
double Hoping bank of freeftone, which, uniting 
at the top, extends on both fides to the water of 
each canal. The bark is hoiftcd up the flope by. 
means of feveral capfterns, till, being raifed to the 
top, it Aides down the other bank, like an arrow 
{hot from a bow, and entering the other can- 1 
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fends away with prodigious fwiftnefs. There are 
no fuch obftrn&ions in the grand canal; and. 
indeed, the emperor's barks, which are as large 
as oar frigates, could not be thus raifed. 

Thefe canals are, at proper diftances, covered 
with bridges of three, fire, or (even arches 3 that in 
the middle is fometimes thirty-fix, and even forty 
feet wide, and fo high, that barks may pafs through 
Without taking down their mails ; thofe on each 
fide are feldom left than thirty, and^diminifh in 
proportion to the Hoping of the bridge. Some of 
thefe bridges have but one arch, which is fometimes 
feraicircular, and built of arched ftones, five or fix 
feet long, and only five or fix inches thick. Thefe 
arches, not being thick at the top, cannot be 
ftrong; but then carts never pafs over them; for 
the Chinefe make uie of porters to carry their 
bales. Several bridges have three or four great 
ftones, from twelve to eighteen feet long, placed 
on piers, like planks. There are a confiderable 
number of this fort neatly built over the great 
canal, whofe piers are to narrow, that thefe 
bridges feem to hang in the air. 

Many of thefe bridges are very handfome: 
one, two leagues and a half from Pekin, was 
fn&it beautiful, before part of it was broken down 
by a land flood. The whole was of white mar- 
ble. On each fide were feventy pillars, feparated 
by cartridges of fine marble, curioufly carved in 
flowers, foliages, birds, and feveral forts of ani- 
mals. On each Mt of the entrance, at the eaft 
end, were two lions of an extraordinary fize, on 
marble pedeftals, with feveral lions of ftone, forae 
climbing on the backs of the great ones, fome 
getting off them, and others creeping between 

sir legs. At the weft end flood, on marble pe* 
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deftals, the figures of two children, carved with 
the fame (kill. 

One of the mOft extraordinary bridges, how- 
ever, is built over the point of art ami Of the fea. 
It is two thoufand ^wc hundred Chinefe feet in 
length, and twenty in breadth, fupported by two 
hundred and fifty-two (trong piers, one hundred 
and twenty-fix on each fide. All the (tones are of 
the fame bignefs, as well as thofe laid from pier 
to pier, is thofe that are laid croftwife. It. is 
difficult to conceive how (tones of filch enormous 
lize mould be placed with fuch fegularity, or 
even raifed to the top of fuch high piers. 

In the way leading from Han-tchong-foit td 
the capital, the Chinefe have levelled mountains, 
and made bridges from one mountain to another ; 
and when the valleys were too wide, they erected 
pillars to fupport them; thefe bridges, which 
form part of the road, are fo high, that one can- 
not look down without horror : four horfemen 
can ride abreaft upon them; and, for the greater 
fecurity, they have rails on each fide. 

Kircher obferves, that in the fame province is 
a bridge of one arch, extending from mountain 
to mountain, whofe length is four hundred cu- 
bits, and its berpehdicufar height five hundred 
above the Saffron river, which runs under it. 

To thefe extraordinary inftafices of induftry, it 
will be proper to add, that the road fVom Sig- 
nanfu to Hamtchoum is faid to be one of the 
ftrongeft pieces of work in the world, I have 
heeu told*, that upon the fide of fome mourv 

* Mr. !e Comptt did not perfonally vSfit this ftapetidouf 
fe-ork $ but from What has been already faid* with refpeft to 
the bridges of China, this account u at ktft probable* 
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tains that are perpendicular, and have no (helving, 
the inhabitants have fixed large beams into them; 
upon which they have formed a kind of balcony, 
without rails, extending along the fides of feve- 
ral mountains. Thofe, who are unaccuftomed to 
thefe kind of galleries, cannot travel over them 
without great ap^rebenfions ; but the people of 
the place, who have mules ufed to thefe roads, tra- 
vel with as little fear and concern over thefe ftcep 
and hideous precipices, as they could do on the 
plainest heath. 

. One cannot imagine the care that is taken of 
the common roads; thefe are as fine as poflible, 
and are generally near eighty feet broad. At 
about a mile and a half diftance from each other, 
are ere&ed wooden fixudfcures, about thirty feet 
high, refembling triumphal arches, with three 
gates, over which is wrote, upon a large frieze, in 
characters of an extraordinary' fize, the diftance 
from the place you left, and how far it is to the 
next ftage. 

The origin of the empire of China is as obfcure 
as the fource of fome mighty rivers. The vulgar 
hiftory of its 1 monarchy is indeed evidently falfe, 
lince forty thoufand years are fuppofed to have 
elapfed fince its foundation j but, according to 
authentic hittory, which has never been queftion- 
ed by any of the Chinefe literati, a fucceffion of 
kings for four thoufand years.is admitted. 

It feems probable, that the children of grand 
children of Noah difperfed themfelves into Afia, 
and at^length penetrated, into the mod wefterly 
parts of China, where they lived originally in fa- 
milies, and the kings were fathers, to whom lon- 
gevity, abundance of flocks, and perfonal charac- 
ter, at laft added authority* . • 
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The foundation of the monarchy was laid by 
Fohi, whofe wifdom, power, reputation, and vir- 
tue, together with his great age, made the people 
liften to him as an oracle. He regulated all pri- 
vate, as well as political and religious affairs, and 
theftate foon became flourifhing under his aufpi- 
ces. His lubjects at firft pofTefled the province of 
Honan, and fome years after they extended their 
territories to the fouthward, as far as the ocean. 

The people at this period principally applied 
themfelves to the education of their children, and 
to agriculture: they were laborious and frugal. 
The judges and governors of provinces were grave 
and fober, and by the equity of their decifions 
gained the love and refpeft of the natives; while 
the emperor placed his fupreme felicity in the 
happinefs of his fubjeets, and did not confider 
himfelf fo much the fovereign of a great empire, 
as the father of a numerous family. By this 
means theChinefe acquired fuch reputation, that 
they were confidered by all the neighbouring na- 
tions as the oracles of wifdorr\$ and it is probable 
that, from their firft origin, they regarded them- 
felves as fuperior to other men : an opinion which 
they ftill entertained, after they had undergone as 
great revolutions in politics, as they had done in 
morals. Hence they became fo vain, that they 
fancied Heaven had placed them in the centre of 
the univerfe, to difpenfe laws to mankind. 

But after they had fome intercourfe with Euro- 
peans, whom they found expert in all the fciences, 
they were ftruck with aftonifhmrnt. How can 
it be poflible, faid they, that a people, fo remote 
from us, fhould poflefs either wit or capacity? 
They have never perufed our books, they were 
never inftru&ed by us, and yet, like us, they tp*^ 
Z2 



'2$6 TKAVILS IV CHINA, % 

and rcafon right. On feeing oar fluffs, clocks* 
watches, and mathematical inftruments, their liir- 
priie increafed ; for they had imagined that ex- 
pert artificers were only to be found in China. 
They were feu fib le that we were not fo barbarous 
as they had conceived; and, half in jeft, exclaimed, 
" we fuppofed all other people to be blind, and 
that nature had beftowed eyes on none fave the 
Chinefe j but now we muft confefs, that though 
Europeans do not fee fo clearly as we do, they 
have at lea ft each of them one eye." 

The features, air, language, difpofition, and 
manners of the Chinefe, differ not only from ours, 
but alfo from all other nations. Of the perfons 
of the Chinefe in general, we may form a pretty 
diftinct. idea, by confidermg their notions of 
beauty. They would have a man to anfwer this 
chara&or; tall and fat, with a broad forehead, 
fmall eyes, a (hort nofe, great ears, a mouth of a 
middling fize, a long beard, and black hair. They 
are naturally as fair a* Europeans, efpecially in 
the north of the empire; but their faces being 
continually expofed to the fun, they acquire a 
tawncy hue, of the fame tint as the Portnguefe 
in the Eaft Indies. Thofe in the fouthern pro 
TJnces are of an olive complexion. The learned 
never pare their nails; hut fuffer tjiem to grow to 
an enormous length, as an evidence that they are 
not obliged to labour for their maintenance. 

The men (have their heads, except a long lock 
on the crown ; and cpnflantly wear a bonnpt or 
cap, which civility forbids them pulling off. It 
is lined with fatin, and the top covered with a 
piece oC fine mat, to which they add a ftrip of 
red (ilk, that falls round about it, and reaches to 
the edges, which in walking floats with a peculiar 

grace. 
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grace. Sometimes, inftead of filk, they wear long 
-hair, of a vivid glofly red. This grows on the 
legs of a breed of cows, and is naturally white 5 
but they give it a tin&ure, which renders it more 
valuable than the fineft (ilk. In winter, however, 
they wear a plulh cap, bordered with fable or fox 
fkin. Nothing can be handfomer than thofe 
caps ; but they are fo (hallow, that they difcover 
the ears. 

When the mandarins are drefled in their for- 
malities, the upper part of the bonnet has a dia- 
mond, or fome other precious (tone, inchafed in 
gold, of curious workmanfliip. 

Their habit confifts of a veft >that reaches to 
the ground, the ikirts or (ides of which are folded 
before, in fuch a. manner that the uppermoft is 
extended to the left fide, where it is fattened by 
a few gold or filver buttons. Their (leeves are 
wide towards the (houlders, but narrow towards 
the wrift; and in a manner cover the whole hand. 
They faften their veft around them with a broad 
filk -faih, the two extremities of which depend to 
their knees. Over this they have an upper gar- 
ment, with fhort (leevesj with various other 
appendages adapted to rank or feafon. Their 
mourning veftments are wholly white j and, from 
the prince to the peafant, no other colour is per-* 
mitted to be worn. 

Though fome parts of their drefs may appear 
ridiculous to us, ours appears no lefs extravagant 
to them j in particular, the large curling peruke js 
a conftant fubjecl of ridicule ; and they efteem it 
as abfurd to wear falfe hair on the head, as a falfe 
beard on the chin. This fantaftical head-drefs, 
fay they, may be very proper on the ftage, when 
Z 3 a ip— 
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« man would reprefent the devil j but no pcrfeo 
pan have the form of a man who is thus difguifed. 

As to the women* they have fraall eye*, fiiort 
doles, and pretty fair complexions. A little collar 
of white fetin, fattened to a veil, wholly covers 
the neck. Their hand* are ufaally hid in long 
Ueeves. Their head-drefs commonly confifts of 
fevera! locks, buckled up, and interlaced with 
flowers of gold and lilver. They, as wall as the 
men, wear a long veft of red, blue, or green fatin, 
or cloth of gold, the fleeves of which are extreme- 
ly wide, and trail on the ground. But what is 
their dimnguiihing peculiarity, is the artificial 
fmallnefs of their feet, which is Aippofed to be 
eftential to beauty. This practice of cramping 
their feet in infancy, no doubt originated from the 
fell) ill policy of the men, to render their women 
more domeftic j and famion has at lait rendered 
it deiirable to themfelves*. 

When perfons of quality go abroad, or pay 
vifits, they always appear with a grandeur that 
fills a Granger with aftoniihment. The manda- 
rins are carried in fedan chairs, richly decorated* 
and have officers to precede and follow them* 
Thofe who belong to the army commonly travel 
on horfeback; and if they are of considerable rank, 
appear at the head of twenty or thirty men, well 
mounted. 

The princes of the blood, at Bekin, are preceded 
by four of their officers, and followed by a fqua- 
dron of troops without any order. The domeftics 
wear no liveries j but are drefled according to the 
quality of their mailers. Even the trappings and 

* This praaicc, however, doet not appear to fct univtrfal i 
at lcaft ia the ptefcnt day. 

harness 
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fearnefs of the horfes are magnificent in proper* 
tion t? the rank of the owner. 

The emperor never appears in public, without a 
difplay of that fplendor which is fo neceflary to at- 
tract the rei'ped and veneration of the people. The 
monarchsof theChinefe race feJdom (lie wed them* 
felves; but fince the Tartars have mounted the 
throne, they affect popularity and magnificence. 
All the grandee* attend their progrefies with the 
utmoft formality of date. On fuch occafion* 
every one knows his rank 5 and that man would 
lofe his head, or his fortune at leaft, who dared to 
difcompofe the regular order of the march. 

When the emperor goes into Tartary, for the 
diverfion of hunting, he is commonly attended by 
forty thoufand men, who endure great hardfhips 
in thefe toilfome fervices 5 and generally mora 
horfes die than would be loft in a pitched battle. 
In nothing, however, does the emperor difplay 
more pomp than in ads pf religion. When he 
goes to the temple to offer facritices to Heaven, 
the ceremonies are fo fixed by immemorial cuf- 
tom, that even the fovereign dares not to add nor 
diminiih the leaft article 5 aud the procefiion is fo 
grand, that nothing can exceed it. To defcribe 
the minutiae of fuch obfervances would be tedious 
and uninterefting; but they unite every circum- 
stance that can imprefs the mind with awe, or the 
eye with admiration. 

Notwithstanding this, external, parade, how* 
ever, the boufes of the great are not magnificently 
fornifhed, and are deltitute of many conveniences, 
to be found in the habitations of Europeans, in 
the middle ftations of life. The decorations of 
their apartment coMit chiefly U> cabinet*, tables, 

and 
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"and fcrcens, and the quantity and beauty of their 
porcelain. • 

■• The Chinefe painters are very deficient in the 
art of drawing, particularly of human figures*, 
and they have a very imperfect knowledge of per- 
spective. 

The emperor's authority is unbounded : he is 
almoft adored by his fubje&s, who ftyle him the 
fon of heaven, and the only matter of the world. 
JJis words are deemed oracular, and he is never 
fpoken to but on the knee. In this pofture, the 
grandees of the court, the princes of the blood, even 
his own brothers, bow to the ground, not only when 
he is prefent, but even before his throne. AH 
p]aces in the empire are at hisdifpofal, and he con- 
fers them on whom he thinks proper; but none of 
them are ever fold. Hofiefty, learning, long ex- 
perience, a grave and fober behaviour, are the 
only qualifications regarded in the candidates; 
and if he afterwards finds caufe to difapprove of 
their conduct he difmiffes them without cere- 
mony. 

He has even the liberty of nominating his fuc- 
ceflbr, whom he may chufe not only from the 
royal family, but from among the pooreft of his 
fubjects. Their old law-givers, however, have 
made it a fundamental maxim, from the origin 
of the government, that the king is the father of 
his people, and not the mailer of flaves ; and 
hience the emperor is the more ftudjous to deferve 
this honourable diftin&ion, by a lenient and irri* 
partial conduct. * 

* They fecm, indeed, to think, that it difplays greater inge- 
nuity to deviate from Nature, than clofc-iy to imitate her pro* 
dutfions. 

Every 
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Every mandarin may tell the emperor of bis 
faults, provided it be done in a refpe&ful maiv» 
ner; and if his majefty has any regard fbr his re- 
putation, the manner in which the Chinefe hiflo- 
ries are written, is alone fufficient to keep him 
within the bounds of his duty. A certain num- 
ber of men who, from their learning and impar- 
tiality, are fele&ed for this office, obferve aD his 
words and a&ions; and having feparately written 
their remarks, without confulting each other, on 
a loofe flip of paper, each put* it through a chink, 
^nto an office appointed for that purpofe. " Such a 
day, fay they, his behaviour was unfeafonable and 
intemperate; hefpoke after a manner unfui table 
to his dignity. The punifhment be infli&ed on 
fuch an offender, was rather the refult of patiion 
than of jufticc." — Or elfe, " He gave fuch and 
fuch marks of his love for his people. Notwith- 
Handing the praifes of flatterers, he was not puffed 
up; but behaved with his ufual modefty: his 
words were tempered with fweetnefs." 

That thefe monitors may neither be biafed by 
hope nor fear, this office is never opened during 
the prince's life, or while any of his family fit on 
the throne ; but when the crown goes to another 
line, thofe loofe memoirs are collected, and. by 
comparing them, they compofe the hiftory of that 
emperor, to propofc him as an example to pofte- 
rity, if he has a&ed wifely ; or to expofe him to 
public cenfure, if he has proved negligent of bin 
duty, and the intereft and nappinefs of his people. 

The emperor has two fovereign councils; one 
compofed of the princes of the blood alone, and 
another into which the minifters of ftate are ad- 
mitted. Befidw thefe are feveral other courts of 
very extenfive powers; and in each is a cenfor 

v 
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who, though he is not of the council, is prefent at 
all the affemblies, and taxes the mandarins both 
with their private vices and public omi (lions of 
duty. It is faid, that he who undertakes this 
office can never accept any other, that the hope 
of preferment may neither tempt him to be par- 
tial, nor the fear of lofing his place deter him from 
accufing the guilty. Of thefe officers, even the 
high eft ranks ftand in awe. 

The provinces are under the immediate infpec- 
tion of two forts of viceroys; one has the govern- 
ment of only one province, and the other has two 
or three provinces under his jurifdi&ion, and acts 
with a paramount authority; but all are fubordi- 
•nate to the councils of Pekin. The viceroy, in 
whom refides the imperial authorit)', convenes the 
principal mandarins of his province, to take cog- 
nifance of the good or bad qualities of the go- 
vernors, lieutenants, and inferior officers, and pri- 
vately lodges information againft fuch as appear 
faulty in the execution of their office. On the 
other hand, the power of the viceroy is counter- 
poifed by that of the great mandarins, who may , 
accufe him when he forgets his duty/ and even 
petition the emperor for his removal. The leaft 
difturbance of the public peace is laid to his 
charge; and if it continues three days, he muft 
anfwer for the confequences at his peril. 

Caufes are generally decided, and judgment 
given, by a fingle mandarin; who after a (hort 
procefs, and the examination of both parties, or- 
ders the lofer to be punifhed according to the na- 
ture of his offence. Carrying on an unjuft pro- 
fecution, or maintaining a caufe contrary td 
equity, is liable to be punifhed with feverity. 
Some of the puniihments are extremely fevtre; 

but 



BY LB COMPTE AND DU HALDE. 203 

but they are not often infli&ed, as a wife regard 
is paid, rather to prevent crimes, than to make 
the criminals fuffer. ' . ' 

As the emperor is confidered a$ the father of 
the whole empire, fo the greateft refpecl: is paid 
to parental authority. There is no fubmiflion, no 
point of obedience which a father cannot claim 
from his children ; in his private family he is ab- 
solute fovereign while he lives, and is honoured at 
his death with a refpect bordering on adoration. 
He is not only abfolute matter of hiseftate, which 
he may leave to whom he pleafes ; but alfo of his 
concubines and children, whom he may fell, or 
otherwife difpofe of according to his fancy. 

If a fon fo far forgets his duty, as to deride his 
parents, or arrives at fuch a pitch of bafenefs as to 
lay violent hands on them, the whole province i9 
alarmed j the emperor himfelf judges, the crimi- 
nal -, all the mandarins in the vicinity are turned 
out of office; and even the neighbours are repri- 
manded, for neglecting, by early punifhments, Jo 
flop the criminal from reaching fuch enormities. 

To preferve peace and order, the utmoii mo- 
defty and civility are inculcated. They have pre- 
ferred forms of falutation and addrefs, and in 
paying vifits,a great number of troublefome #fcrer 
monies are obferved. Even their feafts are for- 
mal, to the mod extravagant and ridiculous ex- 
cefs. 

The folemn fcaits in this country are cele- 
brated with aftoni fliing pomp. One of the prin- 
cipal is obferved on the 15th of the firft month, 
and is called the Feaft of Lanthorns, from the 
multitude and grandeur of the lanthorns exhibit- 
ed in the evening of that day. To fuch a pitch 
of expence is this fcftival carried, that it fom" 

tir 
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times injures the fortnne of the rich, and obliges 
the poor to retrench their neceffary wants, that 
they may not be deficient in their zeal on this 
occafion. For the origin of this feftival, a whim- 
Heal caufe is affignedj but it is probably of fuch 
ancient inftitotlon, that the remembrance of the 
fad which occafloned it is loft, and only the ob- 
fervance kept up ; as is the cafe with many cere- 
monies in all countries. 

The young men do not follow their own tafle 
In the choice of a wife j but take her on the cre- 
dit of others. Sometimes, however, the bride- 
groom will rejed the bride at firft fight j but 
fliould the woman ever fo much difhke the man, 
flie has no alternative but to fubmit. 

When the Tartars, in the late war, took Nan- 
kin, among other irregularities they committed, 
thtjy hit on an expedient, which amtifed the Cbi- 
nefe amid all their difafters. They feized od all 
the women of the province, and putting th£m in 
facks, carried them to market, determined to fell 
old and young, handfome and Ugly, without fuf- 
fering them to be previouily feen, at the mode- • 
rate price of two crowns each. 

On the day of fale, the novelty of the tranfa&on 
Attracted a great mafty purchafers. One poor fel- 
low, who had but two crowns in the world, pur- 
chafed a fa<ik, like the reft, and carried It off} but 
no fooner was he out of the crowd, than his curi- 
ofity prompted him to examine his bargain. To 
his amazement and great chagrin, he found be 
had got an old woman of the moft forbidding ap- 
pearance. Irritated by the lofs of his money, and 
the difappointment of hi* hopes, he was going to 
throw her into a river, when the old lady bid him 
he of good cheer, telling him that if he feved her 
* life 
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lift, me would make him happy. He accordingly 
liftened to the fuggeftion, and having carried her 
to her family, which was of high dittin&ion, he 
was remunerated in a manner that made him for- 
get his unpromiling lot, and to blefs his good for- 
tune. 

Perfons who are diftreffed by want, are permit- 
ted to expofe or deftroy their children. Thus, 
when penury is felt, when the mother falls lick or 
dies, it is common to condemn the helplefs inno- 
cent to perifli; and frequently the hour of birth is 
the laft of their lives. In all this, not with Handing 
their boafted politenefs, the Chinefe are as favagc 
as the untutored Hottentots*. 

The Chinefe are Pagans of feveral feds; the 
principal of which is compofed of the worfhippers 
of Fo, who believe in tranfmigration $ and the 
bonzes or priefts of this perfuafion, grofsly impofe 
on the credulous multitude. Two of thefe bonzes, 
one day feeing a pair of very fine ducks in a farm 
yard, and wi thing to make a feaft on them, fell 
down on their faces, and exclaimed that the fouls 
of their fathers inhabited the bodies of thefe fowls; 
and that they never could be happy unlefs they 
had the keeping of them. The good woman of 
the houfe, to relieve their pious fears, made them 
a prefent of the ducks, which they received with 
every mark of veneration; bu£ that very evening 
made a feaft on them, without regard to their 
fathers* fouls.. 

They alfo extort money from the people, by 
a&s of public penance. One day, fays Le Compte, 

* There is fomethlng fo ihocking, fo unnatural, in the crime 
of infanticide, that it might be fuppofed the laft which evea 
barbarians would commit* 

Voi.XI. Ai 1 1 
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I met a young bonze, of a good mien, who ffco3 
upright in a fort of fedan, the infide of which was 
fhick ib full of nails, that he could not move with- 
out being wounded. Twa fellows carried him 
from houXe to haufe* while he endeavoured to 
excite companion, by telling them that he was 
ihut up in that ehair for the good of their fouls, 
find would never leave it till they had bought aH 
the nails, amounting to two thoufand, at the value 
of fixpence each, with which he purpofed build- 
ing a temple to the god Fo. The bonze directing 
his difcourfe to me> I advifed him to leave his 
prifon, and to go to the temple of the true God, 
where he might fubmit to penances le& fevere, 
but more wholefome. He thanked me for my 
advice; but added, that he would be mote obliged 
to me, if I would buy a dozen of his nails. Here, 
hold your hand, fays he, take thefe on the faith 
of a bonze, they are the beft in all my fedan, for 
they prick me the mofi $ yet you ihall have them 
at the fame rate as the reft. The tone in which h* 
uttered thefe words, on ar y other occafion, would 
have made me laugh ; but I left him with a mix- 
ture of pity and contempt *. 

Thefe feels are, however, only tolerated. The 
religion of the court conMs in following the pre- 
cepts and do&rines of Confucius, an excellent 
moral philofopher ; but with his. purer dogmas, 
they have intermixed many idolatrous cuftoni9. 

It is well known, that the Chinele had the art 
of printing many ages before it was pra&ifed in 

* Might not Le Compte have been a little more charitable, 
had he resetted on the greater irapoftures of his own craft ! 
'I hofe who fully the true religion by pious frauds, are certainly 
more criminal than the ignorant followers of To. 

Europe^ 
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Europe; but their mode of performing this, on 
account of the ftru&ure of their language, will 
ever be clumfy, and unfufceptible of the leaft 
improvement for the better. Having no written 
alphabet, every word has a different character, or 
a fymbolical reprefentation. They write with 
pencils from the right to the left; and in the fame 
manner their printed books begin where ours end. 

The Chinefe are certainly an ingenious and di- 
ligent people; but they are much tin&ured with 
duplicity and deceit, particularly where they have 
had much intercourse with Europeans. In fiances, 
however, fometimes occur of incorruptible inte- 
grity. On our arrival in China, fays our author, 
on offering a prefent to a commiflioner of the cus- 
toms, he refolutely refufed it, notwithstanding our 
reiterated entreaties; faying, that he would never 
accept a prefent from any man while he was in 
office ; but that, if one day he mould happen to 
be in another ftation, he would thankfully receive 
from us fome European curiofity. 

With this anecdote, fo honourable to the Chi* 
nele character, and which principle wewifli they 
and every other nation might more frequently 
afford room for commending, we take our leave 
of our Jefuit guides, whofe voluminous accounts 
of China are now fuperfeded by more modern and 
lefs queftionable authorities, which we fhall in 
the iequel have occafion to follow. 
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